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AmEmbassy RIO DE JANEIRO D A T E : J u l y 24, 1963 

S U B J E C T : August: A C r i t i c a l Month f o r Goulart? 

R E F : 

r Summary and I n t r o d u c t i o n ~1 

Over the past two months there have been repeated press 
rumors concerning various attempts t o remove President Goulart 
from o f f i c e through impeachment, v o l u n t a r y r e t i r e m e n t , coup, 
e t c . The t a l k of such moves readied a high p o i n t w i t h the 
Ju l y 7 p u b l i c a t i o n of a " L e t t e r to the People" w r i t t e n by 
Guanabara Governor Carlos Lacerda i n which he warned t h a t 
"August i s coming." The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the references being 
made t o August i s t h a t a f t e r the f i r s t of the month, the 
Goulart A d r a i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l enter the second h a l f of i t s man­
date. Should a p r e s i d e n t i a l vacancy occur f o r any reason, a 
successor (under the terms of the c o n s t i t u t i o n ) would be chosen 
by the b a s i c a l l y conservative congress ( r a t h e r than through 
popular e l e c t i o n . ) 

At present the Embassy discounts rumors of removal attempts. 
I t i s more l i k e l y t h a t o p p o s i t i o n elements w i l l continue t o use 
the t h r e a t of such removal as a p o l i t i c a l weapon against 
Goulart (EmbTel 66 of J u l y 9, 1963). 

There have been repeated references i n the press and else­
where r e f e r r i n g t o the month o f August as being a c r i t i c a l one 
^ p o l i t i c a l l y f o r President G o u l a r t . The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f such 
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references i s t h a t on August 1, the Goulart A d i t i i n i s t r a t i o n W i l l enter the 
second h a l f of i t s mandate. Should a p r e s i d e n t i a l vacancy occur a f t e r 
t h a t time f o r any reason, the congress, a c t i n g under paragraph 2, 
A r t i c l e 79, would select a successor t o complete the term of o f f i c e . 
Such a s e l e c t i o n would be made w i t h i n t h i r t y days a f t e r the vacancy 
occurred. (During the f i r s t h a l f o f the p r e s i d e n t i a l mandate under con-: 
d i t i o n s i n which there i s no Vice President, a n a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n would 
be held w i t h i n a period o f seventy days t o choose a successor.) 

The t a l k of August i n t h i s r e l a t i o n reached a high p o i n t w i t h the 
Ju l y 7 p u b l i c a t i o n of a " L e t t e r t o the People" w r i t t e n by Guanabara 
Governor Carlos Lacerda (Embassy's A-52 of J u l y 9, 1963). The storm 
which was s t i r r e d up over t h i s document pointed out the various 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s which could h y p o t h e t i c a l l y occur i n r e l a t i o n t o a p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l vacancy. The Embassy's e x p l o r a t i o n of each p o s s i b i l i t y i s out­
l i n e d below. 

I . The President could be_ legally_remoyed_ from o f f i c e . 

a. A p a r t o f the o p p o s i t i o n i s t rumors concerning August r e f e r s t o 
the p o s s i b i l i t y o f an attempt t o impeach Goulart. I n t h i s r e g a r d , 
A r t i c l e s 59 and 38 of the c o n s t i t u t i o n are p e r t i n e n t . These a r t i c l e s 
provide t h a t an absolute m a j o r i t y of the members of the Chamber o f 
Deputies can decide on the j u s t i f i c a t i o n of charges brought against the 
President e i t h e r on grounds o f corns l i t t i n g common crimes ( i n which case 
the President i s t r i e d by the Supreme Court) or on grounds o f "crimes 
of a c c o u n t a b i l i t y " ( i n which Case the President i s t r i e d by the Senate.) 

Upon examination, the Embassy be l i e v e s t h a t there i s no r e a l t h r e a t 
of impeachment a c t i o n being taken against President Goulart. Ruling 
out the "common crime" theme, the only motive f o r impeachment would have 
t o come on the grounds of "crime of a c c o u n t a b i l i t y " . By d e f i n i t i o n o f 
A r t i c l e 89 of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , such "crimes" are defined as "acts Which 
threaten the Federal C o n s t i t u t i o n " , more p a r t i c u l a r l y moves against: 
1) the existence of the Union; 2) the f r e e exercise of l e g i s l a t i v e , 
j u d i c i a l , and s t a t e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l powers; 3) exercise of i n d i v i d u a l and 
s o c i e t a l p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ; 4) i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y o f the c o u n t r y , e t c . 
President Goulart, i n s p i t e of what f a u l t s and weaknesses he may have, 
has thus f a r been very astute i n h i s p o l i t i c a l raaneuverings i n t h i s 
regard. I t i s not foreseen a t the present time t h a t he would take any 
a c t i o n which could be openly i d e n t i f i e d as a "crime o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . " 
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