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SUMMARY m z i n p 

1 

On a t r i p i n the A c t i n g Governor's car on June 6, he 
and the PDC l e g i s l a t i v e assembly leader gave t h e i r f r a n k 
views on the coming p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n and s t a t e matters. 
They be l i e v e t h a t Kubitschek w i l l win the presidency and 
t h a t i f Governor Braga accepts Kubitschek's o f f e r t o be h i s 
running mate t h a t they w i l l be an unbeatable team. They 
claimed t h a t Dantas could be a strong opponent but h i s as 
yet p u b l i c l y undisclosed serious a f f l i c t i o n w i t h cancer 
w i l l e l i m i n a t e him as a candidate. On the st a t e scene, they 
b e l i e v e t h a t f e d e r a l PTB Senator Amaury S i l v a w i l l win the 
governorship i f the PDC and UDN do not j o i n f o r c e s behind 
a mutually accepted candidate. They downgraded the seriousness 
of m i l i t a r y p l o t t i n g against President Goulart and st a t e d 
when the chips are down the m i l i t a r y would do noth i n g t o 
i n t e r f e r e w i t h the democratic processes and would only 
t e m p o r a r i l y step i n t o prevent a l e f t i s t takeover. 

During a t r i p i n the company of A c t i n g Governor " T I 
Agostinho Rodrigues, who i s also President of the Paraxia 
State L e g i s l a t u r e and Antonio Rueppel, l e g i s l a t i v e Leader 
of ̂ the PDC ( C h r i s t i a n Democratic Party - Part i d o Semo'cr'ata 
Cristao) the f o l l o w i n g observations were made andp^agrtfifid 

GROUP Ij. 
upon by the two concerning s t a t e p o l i t i c s : 
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1) Parana, which has no Vice Governor, w i l l undoubtedly 

have such a p o s i t i o n by the end of 1%3« The L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly 
has the p r o j e c t under study and w i l l f a v o r a b l y vote on i t before 
December, 1963. The person who w i l l be selected f o r t h a t p o s i t i o n 
w i l l be Col. I t a l o C o n t i , Secretary of P u b l i c Safety and an 
i n t i m a t e f r i e n d and c o l l a b o r a t o r of Governor Ney Braga. 

2) Governor Braga's s p l i t w i t h the PTB i s a r e a l one and i n 
t h e i r o p i n i o n i s i r r e c o n c i l a b l e on the s t a t e l e v e l . The Governor 
f i r m l y believes t h a t he i s strong enough t o carry out h i s p o l i c i e s 
w i t hout PTB support. 

3) They are convinced t h a t Governor Braga w i l l not i n i t i a t e 
any changes i n h i s cabinet since i t consists wholly of persons 
i n whom he has f u l l confidence. As f o r UDN p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
cabinet, Governor Braga has made i t clear t h a t he w i l l not repiace 
any of h i s Secretaries by UDN members. (Changes i n s t a f f i n g w i l l 
only be made i f a Secretary resigns f o r personal reasons.) The 
UDN i s believed t o have decided not t o push any more f o r p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n i n the cabinet because of the Governor's f i r m decision and 
because h i s term i s more than h a l f over. 

li) Concerning the Parana g u b e r n a t o r i a l e l e c t i o n i n 19614., they 
b e l i e v e t h a t Federal Senator Amaury S i l v a of the PTB ( B r a z i l i a n 
Labor Party - Partido T r a b a l h i s t a B r a s i l e i r o ) i s a r e a l t h r e a t 
t o PDC r e t a i n i n g the governorship. The only way he can be defeated 
i s by the continued c o a l i t i o n of PDC and UDN ( N a t i o n a l Democratic 
Union - Uniao Democrata Nacional) p a r t i e s . They consider Amaury 
S i l v a a treacherous person as f a r as Governor Braga i s concerned 
since he gives the Governor overt l i p service but i s c l a n d e s t i n e l y 
against him. 

Their comments on the n a t i o n a l scene were concerned mainly 
w i t h Parana's r o l e . 

1) A c t i n g Governor Rodrigues s t a t e d t h a t h i s e l e c t o r a l s t r e n g t h 
l i e s w i t h the m i l i t a r y and e x - m i l i t a r y i n Parana. His b e l i e f i s 
t h a t the m i l i t a r y i n B r a z i l w i l l not make a r e a l e f f o r t t o seize 
the f e d e r a l government unlessaand u n t i l there i s evident proof 
t h a t the President or some ext r e m i s t group i s going t o attempt a 
coup. His b e l i e f i s t h a t t h i s a c t i o n w i l l be taken only as a 
moderating i n f l u e n c e and t h a t the government would q u i c k l y be 
turned over t o c i v i l i a n s again. He believes t h a t the s o - c a l l e d 
r e v o l t among sergeants and some o f f i c e r s i s mainly window dressing 
and the t r e n d i s grossly exaggerated by the press, ~&e s t a t e d t h a t 
the m i l i t a r y i n Parana would not become i n v o l v e d i n any such 
adventure unless i t was obvious t h a t such a c t i o n i s necessary t o 
preserve the union. 
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n 2) They claimed t o have r e l i a b l e and c o n f i d e n t i a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
about M i n i s t e r of Treasury San Thiago Dantas. Dantas i s supposed 
t o be a very s i c k man s u f f e r i n g from cancer who knows t h a t he i s 
dying. Despite t h i s , he has such courage and a f e e l i n g of moral 
o b l i g a t i o n t h a t he i s d r i v i n g h i m s e l f on h i s job. They be l i e v e 
t h a t he i s the only hope the PTB has of winning the 196]+ p r e s i d e n t i a l 
e l e c t i o n and t h a t Braga and Dantas would make a good team i f Dantas 
would run, which they now doubt. 

3) They discussed the Governor Adhemar de Barros candidacy 
f o r President and concluded t h a t he has l i t t l e chance. They s t a t e d 
t h a t there was some t a l k of a Governor Lacerda - de Barros t i c k e t 
w i t h some agreement t h a t Lacerda could r e s i g n a f t e r serving p a r t 
of h i s term t o permit de Barros t o step up. They agreed t h a t 
Lacerda i s too c o n t r o v e r s i a l a person t o win the e l e c t i o n even 
though he i s one of the best of the poss i b l e contenders. 

Li) They believe t h a t Senator Juscelino Kubitschek has the 
best chance of being e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t . They also s t a t e d t h a t he 
could win the e l e c t i o n without PTB backing and t h a t the s p l i t 
between him and President Goulart and the PTB p a r t y i s a deep and 
serious one. They b e l i e v e t h a t the UDN w i l l support Kubitschek 
and t h a t i f Governor Ney Braga accedes t o Kubitschek's twice 
repeated i n v i t a t i o n t o be h i s running mate, they w i l l make an 
unbeatable team. Despite Governor Braga's o f t e n expressed a n t i p a t h y 
f o r Kubitschek, they b e l i e v e he w i l l accept the o f f e r even though 
i t may f o r c e him t o renege on previous c r i t i c a l statements made 
about the Senator and ex-president. 

5) They lamented the f a c t t h a t ex-Governor Carvalho Pin t o was 
not more of a p o l i t i c i a n because i n t h e i r o p i n i o n he would make a 
very good p r e s i d e n t . 

Both men spoke f r a n k l y and the Reporting O f f i c e r was impressed 
by t h e i r unquestioned l o y a l t y t o Governor Braga. I t also became 
apparent t o him t h a t even though these two men are by nece s s i t y 
h i s close c o l l a b o r a t o r s , they r e a l l y do not have any f i r m knowledge 
of the Governor's i n t e n t i o n s . He e v i d e n t l y t e l l s them what they 
w i l l need t o know t o support h i s p o s i t i o n but as f o r a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the f o r m u l a t i o n of h i s f u t u r e p o l i t i c a l r o l e , 
they are as much i n the dark as the r e s t . Their advantage i s t h a t 
they perhaps can read h i s i n t e n t i o n s from comments he may make 
to them. An inner p o l i t i c a l c o u n c i l working on the Governor's 
f u t u r e has not as yet become evident and the Governor i s p l a y i n g 
the game by h o l d i n g h i s cards close t o h i s chest. 

The i n f o r m a t i o n about Dantas i s supposed t o have come from 
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one of h i s i n t i m a t e f r i e n d s and t h i s i s the f i r s t r e p o r t of h i s 
i l l n e s s t h a t has come t o the Consulate's a t t e n t i o n . 

A c t i n g Governor Rodrigues expressed r e l i e f t h a t he would 
not have t o be a c t i n g much longer since he wanted t o r e t u r n t o 
the L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly, He stat e d t h a t he d i d not want t o run 
f o r governor since he much p r e f e r r e d the give and take of the 
L e g i s l a t u r e . He was also pushing t o have a Vice Governor appointed 
since t h i s would save him from l o s i n g about one year of h i s term 
should Governor Braga r e s i g n t o run f o r a n a t i o n a l executive 
o f f i c e . I f Governor Braga r e s i g n s , Rodrigues would have t o assume 
the governorship and he would thereby have t o renounce h i s deputy-
ship. Thus when the e l e c t i o n i n 196IL selected a new governor, 
Rodrigues would be without a job and would have t o wait one year 
t o run again. This thought was not t o h i s l i k i n g at a l l . 

Both men expressed d e l i g h t at having t h i s i n t i m a t e session 
and volunteered t o b r i n g about a close r r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 
L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly and the Consulate. The f i r s t step i n t h i s 
program i s a v i s i t by the Reporting O f f i c e r to the L e g i s l a t i v e 
Assembly t o be f o l l o w e d by a re c e p t i o n t o be given by him i n 
honor of a l l the s t a t e deputies. They i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h i s would 
provide an op p o r t u n i t y t o meet some of the deputies who are 
c r i t i c a l of the U.S. but who could yet be won over by a fran k 
discussion such as was had on the t r i p . 

A r thur W. Peldman 
American Consul 

cc: Mr. Joseph S. Henderson, Consul General, Rio de Janeiro 
B r a z i l Desk, Washington, D.C. 
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