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The p o t e n t i a l f o r v i o l e n t s t u d e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s i n B r a z i l i n c r e a s e d -r-

s i g n i f i c a n t l y w i t h t h e a r r e s t on October 12 o f over 700 p a r t i c i p a n t s o f ^ 

the i l l e g a l congress o f t h e N a t i o n a l Union o f Stu d e n t s (UNE). T h i s was 

th e f i r s t p o l i c e success I n d i s r u p t i n g t h e annual UNE meeting and i t 

r e s u l t e d i n t h e a r r e s t o f v i r t u a l l y e very i m p o r t a n t s t u d e n t l e a d e r i n ^ 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n . E x t r e m i s t m i l i t a n t s o f t h e Po p u l a r A c t i o n movement 

are a c t i n g q u i c k l y t o f i l l t h e l e a d e r s h i p v o i d t h u s c r e a t e d , and a n t i -

government d e m o n s t r a t i o n s i n sympathy w i t h t h e a r r e s t e d s t u d e n t s have \ 

a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d i n a t l e a s t e i g h t c i t i e s . The government's d e c i s i o n t o ^ 

r e l e a s e a l l b u t t h e t o p UNE l e a d e r s w i l l p r o b a b l y h e l p t o de-fuse t h e ^ 

h i g h l y v o l a t i l e s i t u a t i o n , but B r a z i l ' s u n s e t t l e d p o l i t i c a l atmosphere 

and t h e d e c l a r e d i n t e n t o f t h e government t o use massive f o r c e i n 

p u t t i n g down f u t u r e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s make some renewed v i o l e n c e and b l o o d -

shed almost i n e v i t a b l e . 

A r r e s t s had s t r o n g p s y c h o l o g i c a l i m p a c t . The almost i n c r e d i b l e 

success o f t h e p o l i c e i n a r r e s t i n g t h e e n t i r e UNE congress w i l l p r o b a b l y x 

encourage s e c u r i t y f o r c e s t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r i n t r a c t a b l e o p p o s i t i o n t o 

st u d e n t p r o t e s t s . The UNE--although ou t l a w e d i n January 1966 as a sub- ^ 

v e r s i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n - - h a s r e t a i n e d broad-based s t u d e n t s u p p o r t and i t s ^ 

v e r y e x i s t e n c e has become symbolic o f o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e government. 

Since 1966, t h e UNE has c o n t i n u e d and even expanded i t s a c t i v i t i e s and | 
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I t s a nnual c l a n d e s t i n e congresses--two o f w h i c h were h e l d w i t h t h e 

c o l l u s i o n o f l i b e r a l C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s - - h a v e made a mockery o f t h e 

o f f i c i a l ban a g a i n s t UNE's e x i s t e n c e . An a t t e m p t t o c r e a t e a govern­

ment-sponsored r i v a l t o t h e UNE was a p i t i f u l f a i l u r e and t h e r e i s a t 

p r e s e n t no l e g a l l y r e c o g n i z e d n a t i o n a l s t u d e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n i n B r a z i l . 

For these r e a s o n s , the government has been k e e n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n p r e ­

v e n t i n g t h i s y e a r ' s g a t h e r i n g , a l l t h e more so because 19&8 i s t h e UNE's 

t h i r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y . 

Top s t u d e n t l e a d e r s i m p r i s o n e d . The s u c c e s s f u l d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e 

UNE congress n e t t e d t h e p o l i c e an unexpected bonus, t h e a r r e s t o f 

v i r t u a l l y e very prominent s t u d e n t l e a d e r i n B r a z i l . Among those j a i l e d 

were: V l a d i m i r P a l m e i r a , t h e m u c h - p u b l i c i z e d l e a d e r o f massive demon­

s t r a t i o n s i n Rio l a s t June; L u i s Gonzaga Travassos da Rosa, incumbent 

UNE p r e s i d e n t ; Jose D i r c e u de O l i v e i r a e S i l v a , well-known S3o Paulo 

s t u d e n t a c t i v i s t and t h e l e a d i n g c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e UNE p r e s i d e n c y ; Jean 

Marc Vanderweld, t h e nominee o f t h e P o p u l a r A c t i o n movement f o r the UNE 

p r e s i d e n c y ; two UNE v i c e p r e s i d e n t s and numerous s t u d e n t d e l e g a t e s f r o m 

a l l r e g i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y . A l l i n a l l , i t was a n o t a b l e achievement f o r 

t h e p o l i c e and a temporary d e f e a t f o r s t u d e n t m i l i t a n t s who a r e now 

more ang r y t h a n a f r a i d . W h i l e t h e a r r e s t e d s t u d e n t l e a d e r s were c e r ­

t a i n l y m i l i t a n t s , they were n o n e t h e l e s s r e a l i s t i c enough t o seek t o 

a v o i d or a t l e a s t c o n t r o l s t u d e n t v i o l e n c e . T h e i r a r r e s t - - w h i c h 

a p p a r e n t l y means t h a t t h e y w i l l be t r i e d under t h e N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y 

L a w - - i n t e n s i f i e s the p o l a r i z a t i o n o f t h e B r a z i l i a n s t u d e n t movement and 

a l l o w s t h e v i o l e n c e - p r o n e f a c t i o n o f t h e P o p u l a r A c t i o n group a f r e e 

hand t o e x p l o i t s t u d e n t anger and f r u s t r a t i o n . 
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P o l i c e a c t i o n p r o t e s t e d . Student r e a c t i o n t o t h e a r r e s t o f UNE 

congress p a r t i c i p a n t s was spontaneous and an t i - g o v e r n m e n t demonstrations 

have t h u s f a r o c c u r r e d I n R i o , Belem, Belo H o r i z o n t e , B r a s i l i a , V i t o r i a , 

S a l v a d o r , F o r t a l e z a and R e c i f e . F u r t h e r p r o t e s t s a r e pl a n n e d . The f o c u s 

o f p r o t e s t has been i n t h e l a s t t h r e e named N o r t h e a s t B r a z i l i a n c i t i e s 

where u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s are g e n e r a l l y l e s s r e s p o n s i v e t h a n t h e i r 

c o l l e a g u e s i n o t h e r r e g i o n s . S e v e r a l persons have been wounded, p o l i c e 

c a r s stoned and windows o f the go v e r n o r ' s p a l a c e broken i n Salvador where 

th e UNE a r r e s t s f o l l o w e d c o n t i n u e d s t u d e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s over a l o c a l 

i s s u e o f p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y . i n j u r i e s a l s o were r e p o r t e d i n F o r t a l e z a 

where s t u d e n t s v i o l e n t l y c l a s h e d w i t h p o l i c e on October 15. A l l f a c u l t i e s 

a t t h e F e d e r a l u n i v e r s i t y i n t h a t c i t y r e m a i n c l o s e d as a s i g n o f p r o t e s t 

a g a i n s t p o l i c e a c t i o n i n t h e UNE a f f a i r . I n R e c i f e , 2 ,000 policemen have 

been a s s i g n e d on a r e l a t i v e l y permanent b a s i s t o t h e downtown area i n 

a n t i c i p a t i o n o f renewed d i s t u r b a n c e s . A l l f a c u l t i e s a t b o t h t h e F e d e r a l 

and C a t h o l i c u n i v e r s i t i e s a r e s t r i k i n g i n sympathy w i t h t h e a r r e s t e d UNE 

d e l e g a t e s (51 o f whom are f r o m R e c i f e ) and t h e r e a r e un c o n f i r m e d r e p o r t s 

t h a t " r i g h t i s t " s t u d e n t s are s t o c k p i l i n g M o lotov c o c k t a i l s f o r f u t u r e 

use. W h i l e t h e f i r s t o u t b r e a k o f d e m o n s t r a t i o n s f o l l o w i n g t h e UNE 

a r r e s t s was p r o b a b l y an u n c o o r d i n a t e d r e a c t i o n , i t has been r e p o r t e d by 

a c l a n d e s t i n e source t h a t a Po p u l a r A c t i o n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m Rio de 

J a n e i r o a r r i v e d i n R e c i f e on October 13 w i t h $5,500 US t o be used i n 

f i n a n c i n g s t u d e n t p r o t e s t a c t i v i t i e s . He i s a t t e m p t i n g t o c o o r d i n a t e 

s t u d e n t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s i n a t h r e e o r f o u r s t a t e area and s i m i l a r r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s a r e presumably a c t i v e i n o t h e r r e g i o n s o f the c o u n t r y . The 

source o f Po p u l a r A c t i o n f i n a n c i n g i s unknown. 
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R i g h t - w i n g groups ex a c e r b a t e t e n s i o n s . A " r i g h t i s t " r e a c t i o n t o 

c o n t i n u e d s t u d e n t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s has a l r e a d y r e s u l t e d i n a p i t c h e d 

b a t t l e between opposing s t u d e n t f a c t i o n s i n SSo Paulo and i s l i k e l y t o 

cause f u r t h e r v i o l e n c e . S e v e r a l s t r i d e n t l y a n t i -communist o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

a p p a r e n t l y composed o f h a r d l i n e s t u d e n t s and young m i l i t a r y men--have 

f o r t h e p a s t few months engaged i n v i o l e n t harassment o f s t u d e n t s and 

o t h e r s whom t h e y c o n s i d e r t o be " s u b v e r s i v e " o r communist. On October 15, 

elements from t h r e e " r i g h t i s t " o r g a n i z a t i o n s r a i d e d t h e F e d e r a l U n i v e r s i t y 

Law School i n R i o , h e l d guards a t bay w i t h submachine guns and proceeded 

t o cover a l l f o u r f l o o r s o f the b u i l d i n g w i t h s t r o n g anti-communist 

slogans w r i t t e n i n r o o f i n g t a r . Most o f t - r e p e a t e d was t h e phrase "For 

ever y democrat k i l l e d , f i v e communists w i l l d i e " . The emergence o f 

extreme r i g h t - w i n g groups i n j e c t s a dangerous element I n t o t h e s t u d e n t 

s i t u a t i o n and w i l l p r o b a b l y make i t more d i f f i c u l t f o r p o l i c e t o e i t h e r 

p r e v e n t o r c o n t r o l v i o l e n c e . 

P o l i t i c a l atmosphere uneasy. B r a z i l ' s p o l i t i c a l atmosphere i s 

c u r r e n t l y u n s e t t l e d and th e t h r e a t o f renewed v i o l e n c e c o u l d n o t have 

come a t a more i n o p p o r t u n e t i m e . Under a t t a c k f r o m s e v e r a l q u a r t e r s , the 

Costa e S i l v a government seems t o be h a r d e n i n g i t s p o s i t i o n i n the f a c e 

o f c r i t i c i s m , and r e c e n t s t a t e m e n t s by c a b i n e t members and the P r e s i d e n t 

h i m s e l f i n d i c a t e t h a t o f f i c i a l t o l e r a n c e o f d i s s e n t i s v e r y low. For 

the f i r s t t i m e s i n c e t h e 1964 R e v o l u t i o n , t h e m i l i t a r y as an i n s t i t u t i o n 

has been v i l i f i e d i n Congress and l e g a l p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t t h e o f f e n d i n g 

congressmen have been i n i t i a t e d . Charges o f c o r r u p t i o n have been l e v i e d 

a g a i n s t t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s immediate f a m i l y , a c o u n t e r - t e r r o r group has 

been uncovered w i t h i n the B r a z i l i a n A i r Force, t h e r e have been s i g n s 
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t h a t t h e B r a z i l i a n C a t h o l i c Church w i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y p r e s s u r e t h e 

government f o r s o c i a l and economic r e f o r m s and t h e f i r s t s e r i o u s 

l a b o r s t r i k e s i n f o u r y e a r s have o c c u r r e d i n r e c e n t months. Commenting 

on t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n , M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r i o r , General Albuquerque 

Lima--a. l e a d i n g c a n d i d a t e t o succeed P r e s i d e n t Costa e S i l v a i n 1971--
vehemently c r i t i c i z e d t h ose who d e n i g r a t e t h e m i l i t a r y and a t t e m p t t o 

undo t h e R e v o l u t i o n . He i m p l i c a t e d p r i e s t s , b i s h o p s , s t u d e n t s and e l e ­

ments o f t h e pre s s and vowed t h a t t h e R e v o l u t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e " t e n 

years i f n e c e s s a r y , o r as many years as needed t o I m p l a n t necessary 

r e f o r m s " . 

F u r t h e r s t u d e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s l i k e l y . The r e l e a s e o f a l l b u t the 

to p s t u d e n t l e a d e r s a r r e s t e d a t t h e UNE meet i n g w i l l d i m i n i s h t e n s i o n s 

somewhat, but i t w i l l n o t a l t e r t h e b a s i c p o s i t i o n s o f e i t h e r t h e govern­

ment o r the s t u d e n t s . Moreover, t he imprisonment o f s t u d e n t l e a d e r s 

such as V l a d i m i r P a l m e i r a and Jose D i r c e u de O l i v e l r a p r o v i d e s a con­

t i n u a l f o c u s f o r s t u d e n t a g i t a t i o n and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y assures t h e 

ascendency o f r a d i c a l , second e c h e l o n P o p u l a r A c t i o n m i l i t a n t s . Given 

b o t h t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s and t h e absence o f m o d e r a t i n g i n f l u e n c e s on 

e i t h e r s i d e , a renewal o f s t u d e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s and a v i o l e n t p o l i c e 

r e a c t i o n appear t o be v e r y l i k e l y . 
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