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SUBJECTi SITREP OF CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS 

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

I* FOLLLOWING ARE EMBASSY'S GENERAL IMPRESSIONS OF SITUATION A S 
OF NOON DECEMBER 1 5 • 

2 . ARMY IS IN COMMAND* COSTA E SILVA WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN 
REMOVED HAD HE NOT GONE A L O N G . CABINET WAS GIVEN LITTLE O P f l O N . 
MAGALHAES PINTO WAS LONGEST HOLDOUT• NOT CLEAR WHAT COSTA E 
SILVA'S PRESENT POSITION IS» HE HAS NOT APPEARED IN P U B L I C , 
NOR HAS HE ISSUED ANY STATEMENTS* SOME SOURCES TELL US HE STILL HAS 
REINS OF GOVERNMENT IN HlS HANDS I OTHERS RAISE SOME QUEST I ON• 
LYRA TAVARES ANDFIRST ARMY COMMANDER SYSENO SARMENTO ARE TWO 
O F THE KEY FIGURES IN CURRENT A C T I V I T I E S . LATTER IS PARTICULARLY 
ACTIVE AND ONE O F HIS AIDES TOLD A R M A LYRA HAS TURNED OVER 
OPERATIONS TO S Y S E N O , 

3 . ARRESTS HAVE BEEN UNCOORDINATED BUT ARMY S A Y $ IT IS NOW P R O C 
EEDING O N ORGANIZED B A S I S . MILITARY TELL US THEY "DETERMINED TO 
DO THE JOB RIGHT THIS TI ME • H WHAT THEY LACK IN VISION IS C O M P . 

ENSATED FOR BY THEIR FIRM BELIEF THEY DOING THE RIGHT T H I N G , 

• i-nUriUSEB BY B / 5 
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M I L I T A R Y P E R H A P S M O R E U N I T E D NOW T H A N IT H A S B E E N S I N C E 1 3(,u , 

4 . NO O R G A N I Z E D R E S I S T A N C E D E V E L O P I N G * N O R IS ANY L I K E L Y T o . 
M O D E R A T E C I V I L I A N S D I S T R E S S E D BUT T H E R E L I T T L E T H E Y CAN D O . 
P R E S S H E A V I L Y C E N S U R E D AND F E A R OF D E T E N T I O N I N F E C T S P O L I T I C A L L Y 
C O N S C I O U S C L A S S IN R l O A L T H O U G H O U T L Y I N G A R E A S R E L A T I V E L Y C A L M -
O P P O S I T I O N L E A D E R S H I P IS R E L A T I V E L Y I N E F F E C T I V E AT T H I S P O I N T 

AND M A N Y S C H E D U L E D F O R A R R E S T . C O M M U N I S T P A R T Y AND S P L I N T E R 
G R O U P S U N L I K E L Y ACT S I N C E M A N Y OF T H E M H A V E B E E N H O P I N G F O R 
D I C T A T O R I A L M O V E S IN O R D E R TO S W E L L T H E I R C L A N D E S T I N E R A N K S . T H E 
O N L Y P O S S I B I L I T Y F Q R S E R I O U S O P P O S I T I O N L I E S W I T H THE C H u R C H / 
BUT C N D E M N A T O R Y S T A T E M E N T S F R O M THE P U L P I T , T H O U G H T H E Y W I L L 
H A V E L O N G T E R M E F F E C T * ARE U N L I K E L Y TO I N C I T E A N Y B O D Y TO O P E N 
R E S I S T A N C E AT T H I S P O I N T " B E L T Q N 
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