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the a t t i t udes of the m i l i t a r y in Rio G r a n d e do Sul . 

TU T H I L L 

E n d ; a s s t a t e d . 

E x e m p t e d f rom A u t o m a t i c D e c o n t r o l . 

L_ 

~l 

J 
LIMITED O F F I C I A L USE 

DS-323 

FORJ^EPT. USE ONLY 
I In • Out 

Contents and C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Approved by: 

R o b e r t H. Shie lds S. P a u l o : E X E C : W L W i g h t : m j m : 1 2 - 5 - 6 7 
Clearances : 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority \^_%$^00 



LIMITED O F F I C I A L USE 

T O : A m e m b a s s y BRASILIA: P O L 
F R O M : A m c o n s u l Sao Pau lo 
S U B J E C T : A t t i t udes of the M i l i t a r y in Sao P a u l o 
R E F : P o r t o A l e g r e ' s A - 8 
SUMMARY 
Many of the p o l i t i c a l a t t i t udes r e f l e c t e d in P o r t o A l e g r e ' s a i r g r a m apply 
to the m i l i t a r y f o r c e s th roughout B r a z i l , inc luding Sao P a u l o . In th i s 
c o n s u l a r d i s t r i c t a t t i t u d e s of the t h r e e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e s g e n e r a l l y 
r e v e a l (1) an u n c o m p r o m i s i n g oppos i t ion to C o m m u n i s m ; (2) a d e t e r m i n a ­
t ion not to p e r m i t a r e t u r n to " c h a o s " no r the r e t u r n of d i s c r e d i t e d 
" c a s s a t e d " p o l i t i c i a n s ; (3) a f i r m pos i t ion a g a i n s t c o r r u p t i o n and d i s ­
hones ty in G o v e r n m e n t ; (4) f r i endsh ip t o w a r d s the U. S. and a d e s i r e 
to c o o p e r a t e with u s both b i l a t e r a l l y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ; (5) full suppor t 
to P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e Silva and h i s p o l i c i e s ; (6) a g e n e r a l d e s i r e to m a i n ­
t a in and i n c r e a s e p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m and d i s c i p l i n e in the a r m e d f o r c e s ; 
and (7) a w i sh to b e c o m e d i sengaged f r o m p o l i t i c s " w h e n the s i tua t ion 
p e r m i t s . n Al though a s a g roup the t h r e e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e s a r e e s p e c i a l l y 
f r i end ly to the U. S . , the F - 5 c o n t r o v e r s y h a s h u r t u s with the B r a z i l i a n 
A i r F o r c e , w h i c h f ee l s c o n s i d e r a b l y a g g r i e v e d and upse t by U. S. p o l i c i e s 
and a c t i o n s . N a t i o n a l i s m within the a r m e d f o r c e s i s a f ac to r which m u s t 
be c o n s i d e r e d . U.S.. p o l i c i e s should t ake i n t o cons idera t ion the f ac t 
t h a t the B r a z i l i a n m i l i t a r y w i l l p lay a cont inuing and dominant r o l e in 
the next f ive years or more. 

A t t i tude T o w a r d s P r e s i d e n t Cos t a e Silva 
So fa r a s the Consu l a t e G e n e r a l i s a w a r e , t h e r e i s no s igni f icant oppos i t ion , 
o v e r t o r c o v e r t , to P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e Si lva, o r to the p o l i c i e s of h i s 
G o v e r n m e n t . It i s be l i eved that 80 to 90% of the m i l i t a r y in Sao Pau lo 
in the Second A r m y , F o u r t h A i r Zone and Nava l D i s t r i c t , a p p r o v e of the 
P r e s i d e n t p e r s o n a l l y and a r e f avo rab l e t o w a r d s what they c o n s i d e r a 
" s t r o n g 1 1 g o v e r n m e n t which wi l l follow the R e v o l u t i o n a r y l i ne . The 
m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r s of a l l t h r e e s e r v i c e s h e r e and m o s t of the h i g h - r a n k i n g 
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of f i ce r s migh t be ca l l ed " h a r d - l i n e r s , " depending on how you define 
the t e r m . However , the e x t r e m e r i g h t wing " h a r d - l i n e " e l e m e n t s 
which opposed P r e s i d e n t C a s t e l o B r a n c o a s wel l a s P r e s i d e n t C o s t a 
e Silva n e v e r m a d e up m o r e than a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e , be tween 5 and 
10% of of f icer p e r s o n n e l . In r e c e n t m o n t h s t h e r e h a s been no known 
ac t i v i t y wi thin t h i s g roup , which i s ev iden t ly be ing e x t r e m e l y d i s c r e e t . 
On the o t h e r s ide of the s p e c t r u m , t h e r e h a s been no known lef t i s t 
a c t i v i t y . At the p r e s e n t m o m e n t , the C o n s u l a t e G e n e r a l cannot think 
of any s i tua t ion o r a n y ac t ion which P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e Silva migh t 
conce ivab ly t ake which would l o s e to h i m a s igni f icant p a r t of the 
m i l i t a r y suppor t he now en joys . 
A t t i tude T o w a r d s C o m m u n i s m 
Al l h i g h - r a n k i n g o f f i ce r s and the v a s t m a j o r i t y of m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l 
a p p e a r s i n c e r e l y and f i r m l y a n t i - C o m m u n i s t , and m o s t of t h e m a r e 
b i t t e r aga in s t e x - P r e s i d e n t s Q u a d r o s and G o u l a r t . T h e y cons t an t ly 
u r g e a l e r t n e s s a g a i n s t p lo t s f o s t e r e d by Gou la r t , o r l e f t i s t o r C o m m u n i s t 
g r o u p s to o r g a n i z e s u b v e r s i v e and g u e r r i l l a a c t i v i t i e s wi thin B r a z i l . 
In r e c e n t m o n t h s , the A r m y and A i r F o r c e h e r e have s t r e s s e d a n t i -
g u e r r i l l a t r a i n i n g , and a r e p lann ing add i t iona l a n t i - g u e r r i l l a e x e r c i s e s 
in the n e a r fu tu re . T h e vas t m a j o r i t y of m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l of off icer 
r a n k would oppose a n y l if t ing of c a s s a t i o n s of f o r m e r P r e s i d e n t s , i n ­
c luding J an io Q u a d r o s , who i s b l a m e d for m u c h of Braz i l* s d i f f icu l t ies . 
A t t i t u d e s a g a i n s t e x - P r e s i d e n t Kub i t schek a p p e a r l e s s f i r m , a l though 
h i s n a m e i s u s u a l l y l inked with C o r r u p t i o n , inf la t ion and i n c o m p e t e n t 
g o v e r n m e n t . " 
C o n c e r n O v e r Cos t of Living and E c o n o m i c P o l i c i e s 
Owing to the r i s e in the cos t of l iv ing and the G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c i e s 
to hold down inf la t ion, m a n y m e m b e r s of the m i l i t a r y a r e chafing 
at t h e i r low pay, and the low i n c r e a s e s g r a n t e d by the C o s t a e Silva 
and C a s t e l o B r a n c o g o v e r n m e n t s . In r e c e n t m o n t h s t h e r e h a s been 
g r u m b l i n g , e s p e c i a l l y by s o m e of the younger o f f i c e r s . However , 
d i s c i p l i n e within the m i l i t a r y i s s t r o n g and t h e i r s a l a r y c o m p l a i n t s a r e 
not l i ke ly to r e s u l t in open p r e s s u r e o r p r o p a g a n d a , o r in w i t h d r a w a l 
of suppor t for the P r e s i d e n t . In fact , C o s t a e Silva can undoubtedly 
get away with s m a l l e r s a l a r y i n c r e a s e s than a c iv i l i an p r e s i d e n t migh t . 
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&s ind ica ted in P o r t o A leg re*s a i r g r a m , it i s g e n e r a l l y t r u e that m o s t 
m i l i t a r y o f f i ce r s do not u n d e r s t a n d the i n t r i c a c i e s of e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s ; 
m o s t have not been exposed to e c o n o m i c c o u r s e s in t h e i r u n i v e r s i t i e s 
o r staff c o l l e g e s . T h e y g e n e r a l l y tend to o v e r - s i m p l i f y the i s s u e s , 
and to b e l i e v e tha t d i s c ip l i ne , o r d e r , o r " a g e t - t o u g h -att i tude** wi l l 
so lve m o s t economic p r o b l e m s . O f f i c e r s a c c u s t o m e d to c o m m a n d feel 
that m e a t p r o d u c t i o n can be r e q u i s i t i o n e d , that c o m p a n i e s can be 
o r d e r e d to r e d u c e p r i c e s , e t c . , w h e r e a s the effect of such a c t i o n s 
i s in fact j u s t the oppos i t e of that d e s i r e d . In g e n e r a l , m o s t o f f i ce r s 
do not w i s h to get involved in e c o n o m i c m a t t e r s , and t h e i r feel ing i s 
that B r a z i l n e e d s only an hones t , " s t ab le** g o v e r n m e n t to m o v e a h e a d . 
A t t i t udes T o w a r d s the United S t a t e s 

A . G e n e r a l . T h e r e p o r t i n g off icer h a s n e v e r m e t a m e m b e r of the 
l oca l m i l i t a r y who a p p e a r e d unf r iend ly to the U . S . In fact , the f i r s t 
r e m a r k of a h i g h - r a n k i n g off icer of any of the t h r e e s e r v i c e s i s u s u a l l y 
to r e c a l l wi th p l e a s u r e h i s f r i endsh ip wi th s o m e A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y 
co l l eague , o r to s p e a k glowingly of a visit to the United S t a t e s . It i s 
difficult to find a s e n i o r off icer who h a s not t r a v e l l e d in t he U. S. o r 
had c o u r s e s a t one of our m i l i t a r y staff s c h o o l s . They tend to ident i fy 
wi th us b e c a u s e of t h e i r t r a i n i n g , equ ipment , h i s t o r y of c l o s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
in Wor ld W a r II and Santo Domingo , the M i l i t a r y A s s i s t a n c e P r o g r a m 
and o t h e r U. S. G. p r o g r a m s . T h e s a m e a t t i t u d e s apply to a l e s s e r d e g r e e 
a m o n g s t en l i s t ed r a n k s ; a l though m o s t of t h e m have not v i s i t ed the U. S. 
they enjoy A m e r i c a n f i l m s , and l ike what they know of U. S. c iv i l i za t ion 
and d e m o c r a c y . 

T h e r e a p p e a r s l i t t l e d i f fe rence in a t t i t u d e s a m o n g s t the t h r e e s e r v i c e s ; 
a l l t h r e e a r e a c c u s t o m e d to c o l l a b o r a t e , and to exchange i n f o r m a t i o n 
with the U. S. In S3o P a u l o , the C o m m a n d e r of the Second A r m y , G e n e r a l 
Syseno S>armento, a p p e a r s s o m e w h a t m o r e r e s e r v e d and l e s s open with 
U. S. off ic ia ls than the A i r F o r c e and Navy C o m m a n d e r s , and t h i s i s 
p r o b a b l y t r u e of the A r m y a s a who le . G e n e r a l Syseno h a s been c o r d i a l 
and c o o p e r a t i v e on a l l o c c a s i o n s , h o w e v e r . T h e f r i e n d s h i p of the A i r 
F o r c e C o m m a n d e r h a s been e s p e c i a l l y m a r k e d , and the c o o p e r a t i o n of 
the B r a z i l i a n A i r F o r c e to AST-10 du r ing t h e i r s t ay in Sao Pau lo could 
not have been i m p r o v e d on. The Nava l C o m m a n d e r , Cap ta in J o a q u i m 
Cout inho Net to , n e v e r fa i l s to r e c a l l h i s t r a i n i n g at a s u b m a r i n e s t a t ion 
in the U. S . , and l i k e w i s e i s e s p e c i a l l y f r i end ly . The A r m y , of c o u r s e , 
i s far m o r e i m p o r t a r t than the o t h e r two s e r v i c e s combined and i t i s 
in the A r m y that s o m e n a t i o n a l i s t i c feel ing e x i s t s which migh t a l s o b e ­
c o m e a n t i - A m e r i c a n . 
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B . Since the F - 5 C o n t r o v e r s y . T h e F - 5 c o n t r o v e r s y h a s d a m a g e d 
the U. S. i m a g e and caused c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s e n t m e n t wi thin the B r a z i l i a n 
A i r F o r c e h e r e , w h i c h fee l s h u r t and a g g r i e v e d at what it c o n s i d e r s 
shabby t r e a t m e n t by a c l o s e f r i end . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t h a s not affected 
p e r s o n a l f r i e n d s h i p s be tween C o n s u l a t e G e n e r a l o f f i ce r s and h i g h - r a n k i n g 
F A B off ic ia l s , who cont inue to be c l o s e and c o r d i a l . T h e y do not h ide 
t h e i r c h a g r i n at what they c o n s i d e r a blow to t h e i r p r i d e in the h e a v y -
handed way in which the F - 5 m a t t e r w a s handled , and t h e r e i s s o m e 
feel ing that B r a z i l should buy the M i r a g e s , " e v e n though i t ' s not the 
b e s t p lane for u s , 1 1 j u s t to show B r a z i l ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e . Hopefully, in 
t he end the F A B wil l p u r c h a s e F -5*s and l i n g e r i n g r e s e n t m e n t wiU die 
down a s our c o l l a b o r a t i o n con t inues . The A r m y and Navy do not a p p e a r 
s e r i o u s l y c o n c e r n e d o r a d v e r s e l y affected by the F - 5 p r o b l e m . However , 
i t i s we l l to b e a r in mind tha t even be fo re he b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t , C o s t a 
e Silva compla ined o v e r d i f f icul t ies and d e l a y s in ob ta in ing m i l i t a r y 
equ ipment f r o m the U. S. 
N a t i o n a l i s m : Hea l thy and Unhea l thy 
T h e r e i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e amoun t of n a t i o n a l i s m in the a r m e d s e r v i c e s 
which i s hea l thy and can be equa ted wi th p a t r i o t i s m - - p r i d e in t h e i r 
s e r v i c e and p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , d e s i r e to p r o m o t e a g r e a t e r Braz i l , m o r e 
involved and inf luent ia l in wor ld a f f a i r s ; a p r i d e in t h e i r c iv ic a c t i on 
p r o g r a m and r e s c u e - h e a l t h c i v i l i a n - t y p e a c t i v i t i e s , and a d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
to b r ing about g r e a t e r h o n e s t y and eff ic iency in the g o v e r n m e n t . R e c e n t l y 
a B r a z i l i a n A i r F o r c e Major w a s j a i l ed in S a o P a u l o and i s a p p a r e n t l y 
to be s e v e r e l y pun i shed for b r ing ing in con t r aband a r t i c l e s on h i s a i r p l a n e -
the f i r s t s u c h i n s t a n c e l o c a l o b s e r v e r s can r e c a l l . 

In a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e of the m i l i t a r y a d i f ferent type of n a t i o n a l i s m 
e x i s t s - - one which i s nega t i ve , s u s p i c i o u s and a n t i - f o r e i g n . T h i s type 
o p p o s e s fo re ign cap i t a l and r e f u s e s to r e c o g n i z e i t s benef i t s to B r a z i l , 
f a v o r s g o v e r n m e n t c o n t r o l of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and in s o m e c a s e s , p r o ­
duct ion, i s o v e r l y - s e c u r i t y c o n s c i o u s and chauv in i s t i c , and i s quick to 
adopt s l o g a n s oppos ing fore ign deve lopmen t of n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . T h i s 
th inking, in m i l i t a r y a s we l l a s c iv i l i an s e c t o r s , r e p r e s e n t s a d a n g e r 
to fu ture c o l l a b o r a t i o n be tween the U. S. and B r a z i l and should be c o m ­
bated by USIS and in p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s be tween B r a z i l i a n s and U. S. 
o f f i c i a l s . F o r t u n a t e l y t h i s a n t i - f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i s m in the s e r v i c e s i s 
not yet w i d e - s p r e a d enough to r e p r e s e n t a s e r i o u s p r o b l e m . 
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I m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

We must keep i n mind t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y a r e f i r m l y i n c o n t r o l o f B r a z i l 

and w i l l r e m a i n i n a key p o s i t i o n o f i n f l u e n c e f o r t h e n e x t f i v e y e a r s 

o r more. As a group t h e y a r e r e l a t i v e l y w e l l - e d u c a t e d , h o n e s t , 

d e d i c a t e d , and p r o - A m e r i c a n . We s h o u l d he a l e r t t o t h e i r s e n s i t i v i t i e s 

and seek t o r e t a i n our p r e s e n t c l o s e t i e s b y c o n t i n u e d t r a i n i n g and 

exchange p r o g r a m s . T h e i r i n f l u e n c e , i f p r o p e r l y c h a n n e l e d , can be a 

p o w e r f u l f o r c e f o r good government, and n o t n e c e s s a r i l y an 

u n d e m o c r a t i c one. Many i n t h e m i l i t a r y , e s p e c i a l l y t h e B r a z i l i a n 

Army, come f r o m humble o r m i d d l e - c l a s s homes, and c o n t i n u e c l o s e t o 

t h e p e o p l e . As much o r more t h a n any o t h e r segment o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , 

t h e y a r e aware o f t h e problems o f t h e i r c o u n t r y and a n x i o u s t o do 

something about them. I f we can r e t a i n our i n f l u e n c e w i t h t h e m , we 

can h o p e f u l l y a v o i d B r a z i l ' s r e t u r n t o excesses o f n a t i o n a l i s m , 

n e u t r a l i s m , o r o t h e r "isms" i n i m i c a l t o our i n t e r e s t s . 
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