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1. E n c l o s e d i s a memorandum from the C o n s u l a t e i n Porto 
A l e g r e on the r e c e n t troop a l e r t i n B r a z i l . 

2. Comment. While r e p o r t e d a t the time i n r e f t e l s and 
p a r t i a l l y superseded by subsequent e v e n t s , the r e p o r t 
n o n e t h e l e s s p r o v i d e s an i n t e r e s t i n g and comprehensive 
account of b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s maneuvering i n Rio Grande 
do S u l m i l i t a r y c i r c l e s as L a c e r d a * s January 27 Sao Paulo 
a d d r e s s was approaching. The statement i n paragraph 5 con­
c e r n i n g t h e a d h e s i o n t o the F r e n t o of Adhemar de BARROS 
and J a n i o QUADROS i s i n a c c u r a t e s i n c e n e i t h e r has y e t 
j o i n e d the movement. 

3. Tremors on the n a t i o n a l scene j i g g l e Rio Grande's 
p o l i t i c a l seismographs more than they do i n most s t a t e s , 
because B r a z i l * s southernmost s t a t e c l a i m s VARGAS, GOULART 
and BRIZOLA a s n a t i v e sons and the o l d PTB s t i l l r e t a i n s 
strength:; i n the s t a t e . 
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SUBJECT: The " P o l i t i c o - M i l i t a r y C r i s i s " i n R i o Grande do S u l 

1. What the p r e s s e v e n t u a l l y came to c a l l the p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y 
c r i s i s got under way i n Rio Grande do S u l on January 20, 1968, 
w i t h a meeting of the High Commands of the I I I Army and the 
V A i r Zone under the d i r e c t i o n of G e n e r a l Breno Borges F o r t e s , 
A c t i n g Commander i n C h i e f of the I I I Army i n the absence of 
G e n e r a l Braga. An unusual f e a t u r e of the meeting was the p r e s e n c e 
of Genex'al I b a , S e c r e t a r y of S e c u r i t y of the S t a t e Government, 
and of the g e n e r a l s commanding u n i t s s t a t i o n e d i n the i n t e r i o r 
of the s t a t e . The s u b j e c t of the meeting has not been made 
p u b l i c though i t s g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n became known s u b s e q u e n t l y . 
Immediately a f t e r the meeting G e n e r a l C a r l o s A l b e r t o de Fontoura, 
C h i e f of S t a f f of the i l l Army, and G e n e r a l I b a t r a v e l e d t o 
Canela where Governor w a i t e r P e r a c c h i B a r c e l l o s was v a c a t i o n i n g 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h him, P e r a c c h i c u t s h o r t h i s v a c a t i o n and 
r e t u r n e d t o Porto A l e g r e on January 22, as d i d Dr. Joao D e n t i c e , 
h i s c h i e f p o l i t i c a l a d v i s o r . A number of o t h e r l e a d i n g p o l i t i c a l 
f i g u r e s have t r i c k l e d back i n t o town i n the c o u r s e of the p a s t week, 

2. On January 22 G e n e r a l Fontoura t r a v e l e d to R i o de J a n e i r o 
and r e p o r t e d l y met w i t h P r e s i d e n t C o s t a e S i l v a . Fontoura was 
f o r m e r l y C h i e f of C a b i n e t f o r the P r e s i d e n t when Co s t a e S i l v a 
was M i n i s t e r of the Army, and i s p e r s o n a l l y c l o s e t o the P r e s i d e n t . 
He i s a l s o the most p o l i t i c a l l y aware and a c t i v e of the G e n e r a l 
O f f i c e r s on duty i n the South. I n a d d i t i o n t o s e e i n g the P r e s i ­
dent, Fontoura a l s o r e p o r t e d b r i e f l y to G e n e r a l Braga, who i s 
v a c a t i o n i n g i n R i o . Fontoura r e t u r n e d t o Porto A l e g r e on Janu­
a r y 23. I n a d d i t i o n the r e s u l t s of the January 20 meeting were 
passed to Marshal Marcio de Souza e Mello, M i n i s t e r of A i r , who 
happened to be i n Porto A l e g r e t h a t a f t e r n o o n to d e d i c a t e a 
housing p r o j e c t . 

3. | | the January 20 meeting was h e l d 
i n response xo i n s x r u c x i o n s r e c e i v e d by telephone from R i o , 
a l l e g e d l y o r i g i n a t i n g i n the O f f i c e of the P r e s i d e n t . The 
i n s t r u c t i o n s , which were r e p o r t e d l y s e n t t o a l l commands, 
c a l l e d on the Armed F o r c e s t o t a k e s t e p s t o counter " s u b v e r s i o n 
of m i l i t a r y and R e v o l u t i o n a r y I n s t i t u t i o n s . " I n the r e p o r t s 
r e c e i v e d by the C o n s u l a t e the s u b v e r s i v e s were i d e n t i f i e d r a t h e r 
vaguely as f o l l o w e r s of L a c e r d a , l e f t i s t s , the c l e r g y , and even 
de G a u l l i s t s a p p a r e n t l y meaning n e u t r a l i s t s or t h i r d world advo­
c a t e s . What s t e p s were suggested or decided upon a t the meeting 
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i s unknown, but the t a c t t h a t the mooting took p l a c e coupled 
w i t h the subsequent movements of important people has caused 
f l u t t e r i n g i n the p o l i t i c a l dovecotes. Thus f a r the only 
c o n c r e t e r e s u l t of the f l u r r y has been a telegram s e n t by 
Solano Borges, S t a t e P r e s i d e n t of ARENA, t o Sen. D a n i e l K r i e g e r , 
N a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t , promising the u n q u a l i f i e d support of the 
P a r t y t o the Government and the R e v o l u t i o n i n "any c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
whatever." 

4. I n the c o u r s e of the p a s t week the Post has c a n v a s s e d i t s 
c o n t a c t s and come up w i t h the f o l l o w i n g a n a l y s i s f o r what i t 
i s worth: The m i l i t a r y i s a p p a r e n t l y r e a c t i n g to two s t i m u l i . 
One i s a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g of f r u s t r a t i o n and impotence i n the 
f a c e of mounting c r i t i c i s m from the p r e s s , p o l i t i c i a n s of a l l 
c o l o r a t i o n s , the c l e r g y , and so on. I n f a c t the statement made 
by ARENA V i c e Leader Magalhaes on h i s r e c e n t r e s i g n a t i o n may 
have been the t r i g g e r beginning the c h a i n r e a c t i o n . According 
t o the b e s t i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e the m i l i t a r y has now r e s o l v e d 
to defend i t s e l f and the R e v o l u t i o n w i t h v i g o r whenever and how­
ever a t t a c k e d . 

5. A more immediate problem i s t h a t of C a r l o s L a c e r d a and the 
F r e n t e Ampla. The m i l i t a r y does not f e e l t h a t t h e r e i s any 
immediate danger t h a t L a c e r d a might attempt to unseat the Govern­
ment, but they a r e growing i n c r e a s i n g l y uneasy over h i s s t a y i n g 
power and the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t some abrupt t u r n i n the c o u r s e 
of events might p r o v i d e him w i t h mass support and a l s o , perhaps, 
w i t h a v i t a l element of support i n the m i l i t a r y i t s e l f . L a c e r d a 
i s , i n s h o r t , the p e r p e t u a l a l t e r n a t i v e and the danger always 
e x i s t s t h a t the apple might drop smack i n h i s l a p , e s p e c i a l l y 
i f he shakes the t r e e enough. The a n x i e t y of the m i l i t a r y over 
L a c e r d a has been i n c r e a s e d by the a d h e s i o n t o the F r e n t e of 
Adehmar de B a r r o s and J a n i o Quadros. 

6. The immediate focus of m i l i t a r y concern i s the a n n i v e r s a r y 
c e l e b r a t i o n to be hold i n Sao Paulo on January 27, which L a c e r d a 
was o r i g i n a l l y s c h e d u l e d t o a t t e n d . | | 
the m i l i t a r y p l a n s an i m p r e s s i v e show oi xorce on t h i s o c c a s i o n . 
J e t a i r c r a f t and probably a l s o troops from t h i s r e g i o n w i l l 
p a r t i c i p a t e . A s o u r c e i n the S t a t e S e c r e t a r i a t of S e c u r i t y 
r e p o r t s t h a t the SNI has been a l e r t e d on a n a t i o n a l b a s i s , and 
t h a t L a c e r d a w i l l not be a l l o w e d to make f u r t h e r a t t a c k s on the 
Government. The i m p l i c a t i o n was t h a t L a c e r d a i s t o be taken 
i n t o custody i f he t r i e s i t , 

7. What might be c a l l e d the "forward d e f e n s e " of the R e v o l u t i o n 
i s a p p a r e n t l y t o be c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h r e e s t a t e s , Sao Paulo, 
Minas G e r a i s , and R i o Grande do S u l , which a r e regarded ELS most 

CONFIDENTIAL 
E025X1 STATE 

NW#: 2"SZ35" 

SANITIZED COPY 
SENSITIVE 

INFORMATION DELETED 

D E C L A S S I F I E D 

Authority M ^ ^ O 



CONFIDENTiAfe— * d_< 
3 

s u s c e p t i b l e to the blandishments of L a c e r d a and the F r e n t e . 
T h i s s t a t e was i n c l u d e d i n the l i s t because of the hard c o r e 
of PTB s t r e n g t h t h a t s t i l l e x i s t s . L a c e r d a has been r a t h e r 
u n s u c c e s s f u l i n winning over the PTB s t a l w a r t s , but the m i l i t a r y 
seems t o f e e l even such a p o t e n t i a l f o l l o w i n g i s dangerous. 

8. Although the p u b l i c i s f o l l o w i n g events w i t h i n t e r e s t t h e r e 
i s l i t t l e excitement and no apprehension on the f u t u r e c o u r s e 
of e v e n t s . P o l i t i c i a n s of both p a r t i e s a r e r e - i n s u r i n g them­
s e l v e s by making st a t e m e n t s i n support of the Government and 
the R e v o l u t i o n , and the f o l l o w e r s of the MDB and the F r e n t e , 
f e a r i n g a p o s s i b l e crackdown, a r e keeping a wary eye on the f u t u r e . 

HEWITT 

Dr a f t e d by: ACHewitt J r , January 25, 1968 
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