
Corpus Christi building that included a Reproductive Services killing center after being
destroyed by fire.

UP IN SMOKE!
Corpus Christi mill leveled in fire
by Cathy Ramey

blaze at Reproductive Services — an abor-
tuary — destroyed the building and con-

tents valued at over $500,000 dollars. The
two-alarm fire brought out both state and federal
experts who began sifting through the rubble on

February 15 to determine the cause.

Mary Esther Guerra, a local attorney and
neighbor to the mill, turned in the first 911 call
to report the blaze. The call was made after
hearing sounds “‘like the breaking of glass at
12:30 a.m.” Her fourteen-year-old daughter,
who was just going to bed, heard the sound of a

car door slamming.
Guerra went to wake her husband up to in-

vestigate and saw the mill through her patio
window. “I could see vapors surrounding the
roof area of the building,”” she said, “‘and I could
see the glow.”

Another neighbor, Jessie Freeman, was
wakened by her dogs barking. ‘I tried to get
them to come back to their bed away from the
door, but they wouldn’t,”’ she said.

Hearing a loud noise that ‘“‘sounded like
something had hit the back of my fence,”” Free-
man stated, ‘I woke my husband up and he came
down and saw the flames.”

Fire crews worked for over an hour to bring
the blaze under control, and then continued
working on-site to put out smoldering debris for
another six hours.

Within 24 hours of the blaze, fire investiga-
tors had determined that the fire had broken out

corpus Christi, TX — A ‘‘suspicious”
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in the lobby of the abortion facility. A flamma-
ble liquid was used in the arson effort according
to Jerry Robinson, assistant special agent in
charge of the Dallas office of the U.S. Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

“We are calling it an incendiary fire, and
obviously that means it was deliberately set. We
have collected samples of what we suspect are

combustible materials, which have to be ana-

lyzed”’ Robinson told reporters one day after the
mill was destroyed.

Amanda Stukenberg, a Planned Parenthood
executive, became involved in the investigation
early on as her office routinely refers women,
wishing to have a child killed, to Reproductive
Services.

Stukenberg cited a Supreme Court decision
and political gains as proof that the pro-life side
of the abortion war ‘‘have no hope of achieving
what they want.”” However, she also
stated,"There’s a great fear that this type of [ac-
tivity] is accelerating all over the country,"

Her hope is that “‘the response from the
community will be clearly horrified.”” But, de-
spite some defensive posturing by local pro-
lifers, leaders like Donald Treshman (Katy TX)
and Joseph Scheidler (Chicago IL) believe that
the destruction of a facility used for aborting
babies will not horrify most.

Scheidler, who has testified before the Sen-
ate and does not advocate terminating death-
camps by bombs or fire, stated that it “‘may be a

relief”’ to those in the community that the abor-
tion facility is gone.

Treshman of Rescue America dismissed

concerns over the destruction of the facility stat-
ing, ‘““We must be intolerant of abortion,”” and
“should feel no loss over mere mortar and
brick’’ at a site where thousands of children have
been killed.

Although investigators have been careful to
point out that they have no suspects, abortion
industry profiteers like the National Abortion
Federation (NAF) began issuing press state-
ments calling the abortuary fire the most damag-
ing “‘incident of anti-choice violence” yet to
occur.

NAF was the organization that sponsored a

training seminar in 1992 on a new technique for
killing older unborn children. The technique in-
volves jamming blunt-tipped scissors into the
skull of a living child and aspirating the brain
tissue through a suction tube (see Feb. 93 Life
Advocate).

“There just isn’t a comparison,” stated a

woman who requested that she not be identified
when asked about the accusation of violence.
“Burning a building where they kill children
only seems humane. It is especially ludicrous to
take the accusation seriously when it comes
from a group that butchers children and harvests
their brain tissue. No, I don’t think the informed
community could be horrified.”

One-time pro-life leader Rex Moses sug-
gested that among other suspect groups are ‘dis-
gruntled employees,” ’a burglar,” or even ‘“‘a
father of one of the babies who was aborted
there.”’

The mill had been the site of Christians pro-
testing against child-killing during 1990 and
1991 when Moses exploded on the scene and led
area Christians in a few much-reported rescues.
He later resorted to an arrest-free type of pres-
ence at the mill. Since 1991 there has been little
active protest outside of Reproductive Services.

Abortuary administrator, Rachel Vargas,
has indicated that plans have been made to refer
women to another of the abortuary chain facili-
ties until the mill has been reopened elsewhere.
Only 48 hours after the fire Vargas claimed that
another multi-tenant building was a prospective
site. However, many property owners in Corpus
Christi are opposed to risking an investment by
leasing to what one landlord termed ‘‘a slaugh-
terhouse.”

Vargas became a high-profile figure in the
abortion industry in 1990 when she was excom-
municated from the Roman Catholic church for
her involvement in killing children.

She claims that the mill will need at least
$50,000 in the near future in order to realize their
plans to relocate. And for the immediate, with
appointments suddenly cancelled by fire, there
1S nO revenue coming in.

“When I left (the abortuary) on Saturday, I
had 15 or 16 [clients] scheduled for Tuesday,”
Vargas said. No report was given of the number
of babies saved from abortion on Monday.

In addition to the abortuary, four other busi-
nesses were demolished. All businesses were
aware that their offices were located in a com-

plex with a child-killing facility. W

“See this video to understand why the abortlonissue
will not disappear.”
TOM MINNERY, Vice President for Public Policy,

Focus on the Family

“In almost 30 years of fighting abortion in 84
countries, | have never seen a more effective tool
in opposing the baby killers. Everyone must see
Hard Truth.”
REV. PAUL MARX, Founder of Human Life International

“A powerful educational tool!”
PAT ROBERTSON, Founder and CEO,

The Christian Broadcastmg Network

“I honestly have never seen anything quite so powerful
— or quite so anointed.”
GEORGE GRANT, Coral Ridge Ministries, and author of

Grand lllusions and Third
Time Around

W

THE PRO-LIFE TOOL OF THE DECADE
The Hard Truth video is less than 10 minutes
in length. For widest distribution, quantity
discounts are available. 1 (800) 7364567

“A masterfully crafted and explicit presentation. . .

A ‘stone’ like David used to fell Goliath."
GARY BERGEL, President, Intercessors For America

..
.America’s wake-up call to the violence of

abortion. Two decades after Roe vs. Wade it is unbe-
lievable that people don’t know this truth.”
CHRISTOPHER SMITH, U.S. Congressman

““This fantastic film.
.
.is so terrible that it's wonderful.

It makes you get on your knees.”
JOSEPH SCHEIDLER, Pro-life Action League President

it should be shown as an elective after every
major pro-life presentation from here on in.”
DR. JOHN WILLKE, National Right to Life Committee

Past President

“The Hard Truth shatters the myth of choice.”
CAROL EVERETT, Life Network Founder

AMERICAN PORTRAIT 75/%

Single copies only 314.95
m“m————n——-————“

ERS: 1 (800) 736-4567
: "czifiex CIMONEY ORDER I MC MASTERCARD CIVISA

SLOTHEERELEY &

"CREDIT CARD SIGNATURE

HARD TRUTH
VIDEO *#PL064VN

QUANTITY

PRICEEACH [$ 14.95

‘ mslmmmmw: -wmsss.s.w
»BMB%RM&&&&&]‘&,“& 7% SALES TAX

_,m-mmmmwm
ideo. $ id SUB TOTAL

IN OHIO
SHIPPING/

|
|
[
i

: i
up '

%
i
i

AFLIVI J mmmm
T0: APF Ine., P.O. Box 19288, Cleve., OH 44119Mu—“u-m--—-_—n-uswm?

$

$

HANDLING* | §

TOTAL |$

LIFE ADVOCATE, APRIL, 1993 19


