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M E M O R A N D U M O F C O N V E R S A T I O N 

D A T E : D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1964 

P L A C E : M o n t o r o ' s H o m e 

S U B J E C T : G r o w t h of the P a r t i d o D e m o c r a t a C r i s t S o ( P D C ) 

P A R T I C I P A N T S : A n d r e F r a n c o M o n t o r o , F e d e r a l D e p u t y , P D C 
R o b e r t R e y n o l d s , A m e r i c a n C o n s u l , Sao P a u l o 

A c c o r d i n g t o A n d r e F r a n c o M o n t o r o , F e d e r a l D e p u t y f r o m Sao P a u l o and 
candida te f o r m a y o r i n the e l e c t i o n schedu led f o r M a r c h 1965, the P a r t i d o 
D e m o c r a t a C r i s t S o ( P D C ) t o w h i c h he be longs has been i n ex i s t ence f o r about 
f i f t e e n y e a r s . The PDC f i r s t put up candidates f o r the n a t i o n a l cong re s s i n 1950 bu t 
f a i l e d to w i n a s ing le sea t . The f o l l o w i n g e l e c t i o n s - - i n 1954, 1958, and 1 9 6 2 - -
saw the P D C g a i n s t e a d i l y each t i m e , a c h i e v i n g a h i g h - w a t e r m a r k of t w e n t y 
f e d e r a l depu t ies and t w o sena to r s i n the 1962 e l e c t i o n . M o n t o r o p r e d i c t s t ha t the 
P D C w i l l e l e c t about seven ty f e d e r a l deput ies i n the nex t c o n g r e s s i o n a l e l e c t i o n s . 
He notes t ha t the p a r t y has a l s o done w e l l i n SSo P a u l o S ta te . P a u l i s t a s e l e c t e d 
fou r f e d e r a l and n ine State deput ies f r o m the P D C r a n k s i n 1958, t h e n boos ted 
these f i g u r e s i n 1962 t o n ine and t w e l v e , M o n t o r o r e c a l l s . 

The m o s t r e s o u n d i n g successes en joyed to date by the P D C have been i n the 
m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n s r e c e n t l y h e l d i n the State of P a r a n a . A s of D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 
a c c o r d i n g t o M o n t o r o , e i gh t een of the m a y o r s whose e l e c t o r a l v i c t o r i e s had been 
c o n f i r m e d w e r e f r o m the P D C , w h i l e the second p lace UniSo D e m o c r a t i c a 
N a c i o n a l ( U D N ) t r a i l e d f a r b e h i n d w i t h o n l y f o u r . 

The P D C i s the o n l y B r a z i l i a n p a r t y t ha t i s b u i l t on an i d e o l o g i c a l base 
r a t h e r t h a n on a c o m p l e x of p r i v a t e p o l i t i c a l m a c h i n e s , says M o n t o r o . T h e r e 
a r e s e v e r a l l e a d e r s of n a t i o n a l s t a t u r e . M o n t o r o w o u l d r a n k h i m s e l f as n u m b e r 
t h r e e , a f t e r M i n i s t e r of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and P u b l i c W o r k s J u a r e z T A V O R A and 
G o v e r n o r N e y B R A G A of P a r a n a . T h e r e i s one o the r P D C G o v e r n o r , P e d r o 
G O N D I M of P a r a i b a , but M o n t o r o d i s coun t s h i m as l a c k i n g s t r o n g p a r t y l o y a l t y . 

Up u n t i l s h o r t l y be fo re the r e v o l u t i o n i n A p r i l t h e r e was a t endency a m o n g 
some P D C m e m b e r s t o condone o r a c t u a l l y t o seek a l l i a n c e s w i t h the C o m m u n i s t s 
unde r the e u p h e m i s m of the " f r e n t e u n i c a " . The bes t k n o w n of these was P a u l o 
de T a r s o ( S A N T O S ) , the l a s t i n a s u c c e s s i o n of E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r s unde r 
P r e s i d e n t JoSo G O U L A R T . M o n t o r o e x p l a i n s tha t de T a r s o was o b l i g e d t o l eave 
the p a r t y t h r o u g h a s e r i e s of P D C m a n e u v e r s d u r i n g the p e r i o d J a n u a r y to m i d -
M a r c h 1964. De T a r s o was not e x a c t l y t h r o w n out of the P D C , bu t b y f a i l i n g to 
c o m p l y w i t h a p a r t y d i r e c t i v e he i m p l i c i t l y r e s i g n e d f r o m the o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h e r e 
i s t o d a y no l o n g e r a f r en t e u n i c a w i n g w i t h i n the P D C , a c c o r d i n g to M o n t o r o . 
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N o w tha t the P T B has l i k e w i s e been p u r g e d of i t s l e s s r e s p o n s i b l e e l e m e n t s , 
t h e r e i s a d i s t i n c t p o s s i b i l i t y t ha t the PDC m a y m e r g e w i t h the P T B t o f o r m a new 
p a r t y b e a r i n g the name " P a r t i d o T r a b a l h i s t a C r i s t a o " o r s o m e t h i n g s i m i l a r . 
M o n t o r o b e l i e v e s tha t the t w o g roups a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y c o m p a t i b l e to p e r m i t t h i s . 

M o n t o r o s e r v e d as L a b o r M i n i s t e r d u r i n g the p e r i o d of p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t t ha t f o l l o w e d the r e s i g n a t i o n of P r e s i d e n t J a n i o Q U A D R O S i n A u g u s t 
1961 . A l t h o u g h unde r the p a r l i a m e n t a r y s y s t e m M o n t o r o was r e s p o n s i b l e t o 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r T a n c r e d o N e v e s , he was on o c c a s i o n sub jec ted t o p r e s s u r e b y G o u l a r t 
i n r e l a t i o n t o c e r t a i n a p p o i n t m e n t s . O n at l e a s t one such o c c a s i o n tha t M o n t o r o 
r e c a l l s , he r e f u s e d t o s u b m i t t o t h i s p r e s s u r e . T h i s was w h e n G o u l a r t s t r o n g l y 
u r g e d h i m t o appo in t as r e g i o n a l l a b o r delegate i n one of the N o r t h e a s t e r n s tates 
a m a n w h o m M o n t o r o knew to be a C o m m u n i s t . 

M o n t o r o ' s p r o u d e s t a c h i e v e m e n t d u r i n g h i s s e r v i c e as M i n i s t e r of L a b o r 
was the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the f a m i l y s a l a r y l a w ( l e i do s a l a r i o f a m i l i a r ) . B y 
co inc idence he l e f t the M i n i s t r y and r e t u r n e d t o Congre s s j u s t w h e n the b i l l was 
about t o be r e c o n s i d e r e d ; he was thus able t o s t ee r i t t o w a r d i t s even tua l passage 
by the C o n g r e s s . 

The P D C has a y o u t h w i n g k n o w n as the Juven tude D e m o c r a t a C r i s t a o ( J D C ) . 
I t i s s t i l l s m a l l i n n u m b e r , but PDC l e a d e r s a r e s a t i s f i e d tha t i t i s d e v e l o p i n g 
w e l l as a p r e p a r a t o r y o r g a n i s m f o r the P D C i t s e l f . T h e r e i s no c o n n e c t i o n 
be tween the J D C and the Juven tude U n i v e r s i t a r i a C a t o l i c a ( J U C ) , whose m e m b e r ­
sh ip i s l i m i t e d t o u n i v e r s i t y s tuden t s , a l t h o u g h some s tudents a r e m e m b e r s of 
b o t h g r o u p s . M o n t o r o has p e r s o n a l l y been c r i t i c a l of the J U C because of i t s 
f r equen t w i l l i n g n e s s to a l l y i t s e l f w i t h C o m m u n i s t s unde r the f r en te u n i c a b a n n e r . 
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