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I, Amazonia e Arsasiide,

Ae The Extent of ARENA's Victery

1. Although there are still votes to be counted, recounted and redise
tributed, it is obvious that ARENA has won a smashing electoral victory throughe
out the Amazon area, The prewCovernment forces were favored im the North,
but virtually no one had predicted the magnitude of the victery., Total votes
cast were over 2 to 1 in favor of ARENA, Exocep} in the easeornmms, ARENA
swept both the cities and the imterlers In Belem, the area's largest city,
the ARENA overall wote margin was clese to 5 to 1, In Maranhio, the MDB aid
a reverss by taking most of its vote in the interler, where trad:l.tioml loy-
alties are stronger than in the capital, Sso Luis, which went heavily for
ARENA, The strong MDB vote im Manaus was more than offset by an ARENA inter-
ior margin that reached 10 to 1 in some municipalities of Amavonas, Besldes
taking the major proportion of the federal and state races, it appears to
date that ARENA has won over thres-fourths of the mayerality contests dispui-
od in the election. In many cases, the closer battle was between the ARENA
and ARENA sub-legend candidates, rather than between the two parties,

2, The extent of the ARENA victory can be seen in the following regions
wide statistics (including the States of Acre, Amazonas, Maranhao and Para,
and the Federal Territories of Amapa, Rendonia and Roraima)s

a) Senate Seats

Won by ARENA « 3; by MDB = 1
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b) Chamber of Deputies Ssats

Won by ARENA « at least 32; by MDB = 11

c) State Legislative Assemblies

All four won by ARENA with at least twowthirds majorities im eash
State,

B/ Challenges to Candidacies (Impugnacoes)

3s There were relatively few challenges to candidacles in the apea. Shortly
before the electieon an MDB candidate for State Deputy im Para, Itair Sa da Silwa,
had his political rights suspendeds Three MDB candidates for the Para legislative
Assanbly were also challenged, but one of these, Darie Mascarenhas, won his case
before the Regional Electoral Tribunal, He was not elected, howsver, Only Cavas
lairo de Macedo, an: MDB candidate for State Deputy, had his candidacy revoked on
political grounds « ®acts against the democratic Nging." Additionally, two ARENA
sub-legend candidates for Mayor in the interior of Para, and an ARENA candidate for
the Belem City Council, were challenged on technical grounds, concerning their
party registrations, and did not run, The most significant challenge involved
Evandro Sarney, the brother of the Maranhao Governer, who was rumning for Federal
Deputy. The Electoral Tribunal ruled that Sarmey could not be a candidate for an
office other than that which he then held, becsuse of his relationship to the Gove

ernor, Sarney subsequently ren for State Deputy, and won,
C, High Percentage of NonwVoters

e Officiael Statistics en abstentions, blank ballets and null ballots have
not yet been releaseds Based en press reports, however, it appearg that abstens
tions ranged from a low of 20% in Marsnhao to & high of 35% in Para and Amasonas,
Blank ballots ran approximately 12% to 15% and null ballets 8% to 12% of total
votes cast, The ressons for that high percentage of nonswotes are cbvious. Iam
addition to the rather low interest in the election, there was a great deal of
confusion regarding the method of votimgs Although the press published articles
prier to election day showing voters how to cast their ballets, a good part of
the basically unsophisticated northern electerate remained in the dark, Many
elther stayed away from the polls or cast blamk ballets, Others spoiled their
ballots due to ignorance of voting regulations, particularly regarding the requires
ment to vote for candidates of the same party for federsl and state deputys

Do Reasens for the ARENA Victory

5S¢ Local observers see ARENA's sweep of state and federal offices as a
combination ef facters. Even though'. the campalign was generally slow and dull,
ARENA, for the most part, showed more initiative, attracted mere and better candiw
dates, made more speeches, bought more advertisememts and was better organiszed,
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The issue which ARENA candidates stressed most heavily was the basically honest

and efficient govermment brought to the Amaszon area by the Revolution, Whether
Justified, or mot, the MDB was linked with the possible return of the old system
of graft, corruption and extremlsm which had held back Amazonla for so meny yearse
This argument proved to be stromger than the MDB plea for the return of democracy
te Brasil., A regional factor benefitting ARENA was the Federal Govermment's appare
ently increasing attention to the area, as evidenced by “"Operation Amazonia" ane
nounced by President Castele Brance in September, In contrast te many other ree
gions of Brazil; the northern cendidates of ARENA emphasized their ties with,and
support of, the Federal Government, rather tham playimg them downs A further impers
tent element in ARENA's success was 1ts monopely of dominent persenalities, such

as Jese Sarney and Cledomir Milet in Maranhse, Jarbas Passarinho in Para, and Dane
1le Areosa snd Leopolde Peres in Amagonas, These men were able te pull a number
of wesker ARENA candidates to victery,

I, StateshywState Analysis
Ay Acre

6. Winners were:
a) Senate ®» Adalberte Sena (MDB)
b) OChamber of Deputies » ARENA = k possibly 5; MDB 2 pessibly 3
¢) Legislative Assembly « ARENA » 9 possibly 10; MDB e 5 pessibly 6

7s ARENA's overall win in Acre was expected, ARENA hed erganized headquarts
ers ir all of the state's five municipalities; while the MDB had no organizafienm
to lpeakof. The MDB was also hit hard by the reund of cassations earlier this
year which cancelled its majority im the state legislative assembly and gave the
Governor's office to the ARENA candidate, Jorge Kalume, The MDB Semate victery
(by a margin of LOO votes eut of 20,000) was due more te the perscnalities ime
volved than the partiesy The ARENA candidate, former Govermor Bdgar Cerqueire,
wag disliked by many of his celleagues and had enly lukewarm suppert from the
partye A Comsulate source clese to Cerqueira recently claimed that Kalume and
other influential members ef Acre's ARENA had sabotaged his campaigm and had let
it be known im state pelitical circles that Sema was their favered candidates
Cerqueira was alse hindered by rumors of corruption and the misuse of public fumds,
in his administration, a relatively easy task in iseclated Acre, In the Chamber of
Deputies races, all fermer Deputies affiliated to ARENA were reelected, while the
MDB ssw two of its contingent in the Chamber go down te defeats It is alse notes
worthy thet Maria Arsujo received the highest vote ef all MDB candidates, She is
the wife of the first elected Covernor eof Acre, who resigned shortly after the
Revelutiens ,He has since been charged with subversive activities and is awaiting
triel in BO].OI. The ARENA victory in the Legislative Assembly election gives
Kalume an elected majority, rather than one created by cassations, as formerly.
Another indication of ARENA's strength isthat it wen four of the five mayerality
contests in the Statey . W
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By, Amazonas
8¢ Vinners were:
a) Senate » Alvare Maia (ARENA)
b) Chamber ef Deputies = ARENA « 5, MDB = 2
c) Legislative Assembly & ARENA @ 20 to 22, MDB = 8 te 10

9¢ The ARENA triumph im Amazonas can be laid whelly to its lepsided
margin in the interiors Alvare Maia, tha ARENA sub=legend candidate, and
the ARENA candidates for other effices, did strikingly well eutside nmu'
Maia, who trailed the MDB's Jese Veiga through mest of the vete counting
(a though his legend pushed shead ef the MDB early), finally came up with a
plurality of the votes, thereby unseating ARENA incumbent Vivalde Iimas The
ARENA win came im spite of the fact that the party was split and sguabbling,
This had been the basis for prewslectien predietisns that the MDB would do
gqulte well in the states Consulate sources in Manaus say that the ARENA nemls
nation list was simply made up of better candidates; Even se, nene of the MDB
members who were elected ia 1962 were reclscted en November 15, One of these,
Paule Ceelho, is the brother of Amasonas! fermer Govermor, Plinle Coelho, whose
mandate was cancelled after the Revolutions On the ARENA sije, three former
Federal Deputies were reelected, Significantly, ARENA's Jose lindeso was one
of the top votemsgetting candidatesy Idndose was a former Secretary of Educas
sion wnder Govermer Artur Reis, who broke with Reis in 1965, Rels resigned
frea ARENA im Octeber, after Lindese's subwlegend candidacy was accepted by
the party, An important elsment in the statewide ARENA victeory was the camw
palgalng throughout the state of ARENA Governor«Elesct Danile Arecsa, Arsosa
travelled widely in the last stages of the campaign, and this, tegether with
his premised emphasls en the interler duriag his coming administratien is
thought te have greatly alded the ARENA causes Whils he was formerly viewed
as a puppet of Governor Rels, Areopa's streng campalgning and independent line
has boosted his image considerablys He will have more than a twosthirds majore
ity in the state legislature,

Cs Marsnhae
10, Elected weres
a) Senate e Clodomir Milet (ARENA)
b) Chamber of Deputies @ ARENA « 12; MDB » 4
¢) State Legislative Assembly e ARENA e at least 20; MDB » 12,
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11, Of a1l the states in lmazonh, perhaps the most significant ARENA
win came in Maranhae, Here the MDB was most active in its attacks on the
Federal and Staje Governments and in its direct challenge to the leadership
of Governor Joss Sarney in the State, Sarmey, a young leader in the “bossa
neva" line of Braszilian politics who has promised to produce a "New Haranhao,
had experisnced a mumber of difficulties with his development plans during
his first year of office, The MDB challenge amd Sarney's response meant that
Sarney's prestige and future ability to govern were at stake in the electien,
The complete ARENA sweep of offices has reinforced his pesitien greatly,
ARENA's Cledomir Milet, with Sarnsy's support, beat off the challenge of the
incumbent Eugenie Barres, an ARENA subslegend candidate, snd the MDB nominee,
and, in fact, received more votes than the combined voies of his two eppenents.
Besides this, Milet's win has undermined the positien of Sae Luls Mayer,
Bpitacie Gl.foto:l.ra, who broke with Sarney and supported Barres! candidacys
Cafetelra promised to resign his office if Barres lest, but, as yet, he has
not done sos Adding to the rout ef the oppositien, ARENA teok 12 of the 16
Maranhao seats in the Chamber of Deputies, a gain ef two, and 28 of the 4O
seats in the state legislature, dgalm ef six; Only one ef ARENA's incumbents
in the Chamber of Deputies was defeated, Two of its top veteagstiers are new
and premise to be leaders in state politics ¢ Americe de Souza, a former
"suplente®™ from Rie Grande do Rort.o; and Jose Pires de Saboia, the dirooter
of the DIARIOS ASSOCIADOS in Maranhae and a ome~iims legal adviser te Joao
Calmon, Although the MDB was soundly beaten in the slectien, it did succeed
in electing its most vociferous and eritical members, Renato Archer and Cid
Carvalhoy Bven 80, a3 a result ef the election, Sarney and his greup ef
young technlelsns should have clearer sailing in their future efforts to
modernize Maranh3e's antiquated sconomy, political system and social structure,

De Para

12, Winners weret
a) Senate « Jarbas Passarinho (ARENA)

b) Wof&gﬂes-m‘bsg MDB @ 2
¢) Legislative Assembly » ARENA « at least 29; MDB » 8

13, It is clear that ARENA's success in Para was due primarily to the
popularity and leadership of former Revelutienary Coverner Jarbas Passarinhoj
Passarinhe and his group ef supporters forged ARENA, chose its candidates and
dietated its pelicles from the very outsety The MDB, beset by a lack of leaderw
ship and demoralized by the teppling of its local President and a number eof
other members by Lhe cassation acts earlier this year, was lucky to maintaia
a presence in Para, The Senate race was not even a contest as Passarinhe rolled
up a startling 6 to 1 margin over his MDB epponents Passarinho also carried
with him three handepicked candidates fer Federal Deputy who had not even ene
gaged in active politics befere, besides ensuring the victories of candidates
considered to be in his camp, mmm:-mm.ppoudhnmhm/
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political clrcles, but who had gained ARENA backing at the national level,

were defeated, to add further to his personal triumph, Particularly satise
fying to Passarinhe were the defeats ef ARENA nominees Federal Deputy Lepe

de Castro and Senator Zacarias de Assumpcas, both of whom had epposed Passarw
inho's candidate in the 1965 Governor's electien, To measure the size of the
ARENA victory, it should be noted, that there were more blank and null ballets
cast than tetal votes for the MDB; The only jmportant ARENA defeat was the

loss ef the Mayor's race to the MDB in Santarem by a close marging The almost
fourafifths ARENA control of the State Legislative Assembly will give Gevernor
Alacid Nunes a free hand to push his legislative program, but, at the same time,
will necessitate Passarinho's suppert for his policies, considering Passarinhe's
even more dominant posijien-im the State due to the election results, Passare.
inho's enteurage in Para is now pushing him as a natienal leader of the first
order, and there are rumors that he may help spearhead the drive for an indes
pendent party modelled on Christian Demecratic principless If these rumors are
trne, Passarinhe should have little trouble bringing a geed part of Para's fede
eral representatien with hims

E, Federal anriteri;e_g

14, As anticipated, ARENA won the three federal deputy seats at steke in
the Territories of Amapa, Rondonia and Roraimas Supperted by federal funds and
headed by federally appeinted Governors, the territories could hardly have been
expected to give the oppesitien mmeh backing, but it is interesting that ARENA
subwlegend noginees won in each case, This is only considered to be ef signifie
cance in Amapa, where the winner, Janary Nunes, has been engaged in a bitter,
almost violent, battle with the territerial govermment, As a result of Nunes'
vietory, it is probable that the Governor, General Luls Mendes da Silva, will
be replaced in the near future,
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