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Testimony of Padre Godinho (UDN-3%o Paulo)
Oc toch‘ 30 to Chamber Investigating Committee on ftli
Attempt on Lacerda.

Mr, e51dent I, Padre Godinho, exerclising my legislative
manda te/?n full enJO"ment of the prerogatives of article 4k
of the Federal Constitution, appear before the Parliamentary
Irvestlwating Committee, created by legislative resolution
Nnoe. ;/“7, with the object of offering support for its in-
vestiuation, render the following testimony:

The following -HCUQ, which I have the honor to transmlt
to this Committee, have come to my attentlon 1in relation fo
the subject of this committee's investigation, that is,“the
attempt to kidnap, imprison, or ohy3¢cally eliminate the
person of Carlos Lacerda, Governor of the state of Guanabara,
on the night of October 3 and 4, by unite of NUDAET (Nucleo
da Divisao Aereo Terrestre-~Paratroop Division Cadre).

&)

1. About two o'clock in the morning of the fourth, Major
Carlos Eugenlo Rodrigues Lima Soares Moncao, chief of the
3rd Section of NUDAET (operation officer), overnighting at
Division Headquarters, was advised by Capt. Rodovalho Alves
dos REio, O ficer of the Day, that Col. Euripides Santos Jr.,

of the War Minister's Cabinet, had asked him by telephone to
send to Gen. Soares Pinheiro, Commander of the Division, the
following message from the Office of the President: "The mar

was not there." He further requested that Gen. Pinhelro
urgently telephone Col. Jo#Ho Sarmento. The message was trans-
mitted to Gen. Pinheiro in his residence.

2. Gen. So
orders: a) ale
Unidades Divisi

res Pinheiro, on receiving it, gave the following
't the duty company, the GUD (Grupamento de
narias~Division Troopu) b) alert the duty
company of the Santos Dumont Regiment; c¢) prepare the maps

of the Rio-Petropolis and Rio-Sao Paulo roads; d) do not
telephone outside the Division, but continue to keep him
informed. He said he would proceed immedlately to his

General Headquarters accompanlied by Lt. Col. Mafra, his Chilef

Q

0 o
Rl CLJ.

>

Se
driving
arrived

bout 3:30 in the morning, Gen. Soares Pinheiro,
is Volkswagon and accompanied by Lt. Col. Mafra,
at the Division Headquarters. Officers and sergeants
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It. Col. Boaventura then told him he had received an
identical mission and that he had declded to r
order in writing and to have his OLLiOQmﬁ;vteC
artifices, delay to the maximum extent, the pr
vehicles and ammunition

15. Back in his barracks, Lt. Col. Boaventura rel ated
the decision taken, under his complete responsibility, to
the offlicers gathered there, receiving general agreement.
He requested that they remain in hils office so that they
could testify to the conversatlon he was going to have with
Lt. Col. Mafra. He then transmitted his decision to th
Chief of the General Staff and the agreement of his officers
to 1t. Asked 1f the vehicles were ready, he replied nega-
tively and asserted that they would not be made ready. Lt.
Col. Mafra guﬂﬁ sted that he might come over to Division
Headquarters and let General Pinheiro know directly.

16, On arriving at the Division Headquarters, Col.
Scherer, Adjutant General, was notified by Major Mong#o
that ”*ﬂﬁ“ge things were going on in the Division and that
an action was being prepared against the state authoritiles
of Guanabara. And that this, in his understanding, was
happening without the knowledge of the Minister's Cabinet
and the Command of the First Army.

17. About 7:30 Major Mong¢3o came across Col. Scherer,
who was leaving the office of Gene“°] Pinheiro. Directing
himself to Major Mong¢¥o, Col. Scherer told him that the
Minister's Cabinet v apprised of everything, since Gen.
Pinheiro had Just spoken “GLxOhullJ with Gen., Jair, who had
ordered the carrying out of the operation.

| =

10 Based on his decision, Col. Boaventura went to the
Division Headquarters accompanied by Subcommander Major Bento
E and Major osta Ferrelra, S5 Officer., " In the lo:ﬁy of -t
Command Office, there were various officers and FEL;GCﬂtS
and, “in a state of visible agitation, Major Escossia, Commander

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED

Authority NND Cf 5 qc)éc]




[ o iy =
Airgran A«50
Enclosure 1
Page 5

= e =
Brasilia 0Offilce

" - h A ., PR . T he o
ion Troops ), who told him that Lt. Col.

U S
Mafra had assumed, wilithout his knowledge, the command of
his Engineering Company to carry out a mi-quD ?Ld that
=] = 7
he, Major Escossia, had come there to request an explanation
from the Division Commanding General.

imitted into the Office of the General in
der Major Bento, Lt. Col. Boaventura
-~

he had already said to Lt. Col. Mafra.
orted that he wanted to save him from the
ty and take it on himself, He had recelved the
had not a g It was a
a

.
of‘ the Commander of
Group did not pleasu hlm and therefore, 1|

al=l
1o

: 20. In light of this, Lt. Col. Bos
hls General Headquarters, met with his
geants, related to them what until then had occur
told them that since he had not received the nissien
form which he considered cox P“Cu, he was considering
edx t] 12l

c er
not received, and that while he rem
» # -
. e

c
in command
carried out. DNone o

f this was

Wil o Wao

21. In view of the refusal of Coronels Aragao and

Boaventura to carry out the missi 1y Col. Mafra perscnally
; 33”nunﬁA command of the jhuj*n@efﬁtg: ompany, commanded by
Capt. Zangerolame and resolved to dired the operation.
: He obtain d, in addition, the cooperation of three officers
’ of the Staff of the T:rat1CCﬁ Division: Majors Virgilio
larones Gusmao, Nelfcio dos Santos and Capt. Jorge da
Costa Medelros.
detachment, composed of 1 jeep, 1 large Jeep, five
nd a ﬁuww truck, about 100 men heavily armed with
uns, handgrenades, and a great quantity of ammunition,
Division and dﬂﬁm, along Avenida Niemeyer to the
where the iﬁhu tal Miguel Couto 1s located, and where
were informed, they should meet Carlos Lacerda on a
companied by the state authorities. Col. Mafra and
cers cited in this paragraph were traveling in the jeep.
ing at the reglon of the Hospital, they blocked the
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When Col
hospital
when he

L] s p— T - SN
C lf’c\, Gen. Pinhelro con-

hrough Capt. J e
**ﬁrders and thelr most senior officers
for a meeting in his 6ffice., At thls meetling the commanders

o

5_
voked the unit cor

¥ =

oF the Howitzer ucouw, Santos Dumont Reglment, Division
Troops, the Director of the Instruction Ce PLP; and officers
of the General Staff of the Paratroop: W;viqb among others,

attended.

OE: iha
e Ul
been ‘dt a'm

““ﬂtp o? S ebh

that occasion, the General related that he

; where the decreeing of
n of Governor Carlos Lace
) declded and that thls misslon had
aeen charced to the Paratroop Division. n addition, he
sald that when the mission had been communicated to him,

a
h
een
P
.
the use of groups from the Division with the SPecial
d
1
| ¥
b

W

Operatlcons Course h een suggested, which he had obJected
to as not being possible, since the officers and sergeants
of the Special Operations Course were on a mission in
Xingl. Interrupted by one of those present, who stated
that nothing was known positlvely about the decreeing of

ViliCl

-]

the state of slege and, at any rate, such a mission would
be illega nstitutional on the basls of the known
facts, Gen. espo nued that the siege had been
decreed ad ( of the «Congress and that he, Gen.
heiro, W t dilscuss h: order to imprison the
1te hvtho”TL*ﬂﬁ nuﬁ that he had reguested it in writing
like gome officers there present, desired to absolve
themselv,u f any roﬁ;on?ihility. had recelved 1t in
and would carry it out. Hc 11d not discuss orders
Minlster. S y b t /The War
1d Someone suggested that
he requested through Adjutant
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avalcant 3.""(/0;,,1er“. el OL

mmander of the Divislon Troops

0 Zangerolame--Commander
Company.
2

wcomo Januzl Neto~--Duty Officer of the

’10:1t Reglment '
Alyslo Borges--Commander of the ctlon

Maj. o 1lio Marones Gusmao
Maj. 13 1o dos Santos
Capt. aff) re da Costa Medeiros
€ol, 2lardo :~:??—-“iViSiOD Chief Staf
‘Ge redo 1eiro Soares 1110-—D1viulc
Co Sarmento--Chief of the Military
(e
Gen l--Present Chief of the
ar Os v of & Militar

€2 62T
D O

D

sorlo~--Commander of the Vila Mi
oraes Ancora~—60' 1 i gy

CONFIDENT
o 1 —n . : a o
(u“ul:r::i__wec. when -det: By

DECLASSIFIED

Authority NND 939579




