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Amembassy BRASILIA O f f i c e D A T E : June 7 , 1963 

Borges Returns from Europe Empty Handed 
T I L E 
No Action 
ARA:LA/BR 
R. Burton 

r JUN 18 1963 • 
Governor Maur© Borges o f Goias r e t u r n e d f rom h i s t r i p t o 

Europe ©n May 2 8 , 1963 almost as unexpectedly as he had departed 
f o r t y days e a r l i e r . I n statements t o the press made upon h i s 
a r r i v a l i n B r a s i l i a and t h e n e x t day when he reassumed h i s 
p o s i t i o n , Borges i n d i c a t e d s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h h i s t r i p , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r w i t h h i s v i s i t t o I s r a e l , and he announced t h a t he 
had sought n© monetary ass is tance d u r i n g h i s t r a v e l s ( c o n t r a r y 
t o many h i g h h o p e s ) . The governor t o o k advantage o f t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o ©nee again c r i t i c i z e the A l l i a n c e f o r Progress . 
He s a i d . . . . t t w e w i l l have t o use our own money since the g o l d 
f rom the A l l i a n c e f o r Progress i s n ' t coming" . H i s o n l y comments 
on t h e p o l i t i c a l scene i n B r a s i l r e l a t e d t o Referma A g r a r l a . He 
s a i d t h a t t h e r e must be a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ammendment i f t h e r e i s 
t o be r e a l r e f o r m . 

D u r i n g h i s t r i p Mauro v i s i t e d I s r a e l f o r about f o u r weeks 
and s t u d i e d t h e o p e r a t i o n o f the k i b u t z . He was v e r y impressed 
by t h e f a s t development o f a g r i c u l t u r e i n I s r a e l as a r e s u l t of 
these cooperat ive developments b u t he f e l t t h a t the program 
as operated i n I s r a e l might not be complete ly a p p l i c a b l e i n Goias. 
" I t i s neccessary", he s a i d " t h a t we take our s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . . . . a n d n o t use ready-made cJLothes". 
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Borges a l so v i s i t e d S w i t z e r l a n d , I t a l y and Y u g o s l a v i a , I n the 
f i r s t two c o u n t r i e s he a p p a r e n t l y f o l l o w e d the u s u a l t o u r i s t r o u t e s . 
There i s l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n on what he d i d w h i l e i n Y u g o s l a v i a . Some 
Goiania r e s i d e n t s f e e l t h a t Mauro v e r y c l e v e r l y made i r o n c u r t a i n 
c o n t a c t s i n Y u g o s l a v i a , n o t going behind the c u r t a i n i t s e l f i n o r d e r 
t o avo id repercuss ions from the U.S. Others r e p o r t t h a t the Yugoslav 
v i s i t was merely a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f h i s t o u r i s m . F i n a l l y , i t i s o f t e n 
s a i d t h a t Mauro r e a l l y want t o Yugos lav ia t o arrange markets f o r Goias 
c r y s t a l . A l l the f o r e g o i n g i s i n r e a l i t y o n l y guesswork since no one 
knows the f a c t s . As t ime passes, what Borges r e a l l y d i d , and the 
outcome o f h i s t r i p may become c l e a r e r . 

Upon h i s a r r i v a l a t B r a s i l i a , the governor v i s i t e d PSD Deputy 
f r o m Goias Geraldo de Pina (a member o f the Frente Parlamentar Nac ional ) 
who was b a d l y i n j u r e d i n an automobile a c c i d e n t . The Deputado r e p o r t ­
e d l y asked Borges why he had gone on h i s t r i p and the governor r e p l i e d 
t h a t he l e f t t o g ive the s t a t e s ' f i n a n c i a l problems an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
r e s o l v e themselves, i . e . — t a x e s would come i n b u t no one would spend 
them. T h i s reason f o r the t r i p seems r a t h e r f a r f e t c h e d ; t h a t Borges 
a c t u a l l y s a i d t h i s , however i s r e p o r t e d by the Deputado's w i f e , an 
Embassy employee, who was present d u r i n g the c o n v e r s a t i o n s . 

Comment : Borges speaks and ac ts as i f h i s v i s i t was l i t t l e 
more than a v a c a t i o n , b u t no one seems t o b e l i e v e h i m . The governor 
must have r e a l i z e d t h a t i n h i s absence t h e r e would be problems, not 
t o ment ion many f o r c e f u l and uncountered a t t a c k s on him by o p p a s i t i o n 
p a r t i e s . For example, he must have known t h a t w i t h o u t h i s c a r e f u l 
h a n d l i n g t h e PTB-PSD a l l i a n c e i n the s t a t e , a l ready showing signs o f 
s t r a i n , might w e l l come a p a r t . ( T h i s has happened, a t l e a s t i n the 
State Assembly.) F u r t h e r , p a r t y d i s c u s s i o n s concerning a candidate 
t o replace Borges have been underway and i t would seem unwise f o r 
Borges t o v o l u n t a r i l y be away d u r i n g such d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

Borges i s a good p o l i t i c i a n and as such would n o t be expected t o 
t a l e a l o n g v a c a t i o n w h i l e i n o f f i c e . For these reasons, and because 
no one, i n c l u d i n g the Governor, has made a d e f i n i t i v e statement o f the 
reasons f o r h i s absence, the r e p o r t i n g o f f i c e r i s r e l u c t a n t t o accept 
the account t h a t the governor j u s t wanted t o see the K i b u t z i m and 
take a v a c a t i o n * 

For the Ambassador: 

W i l l i a m s Beal 
F i r s t Secretary of Embassy 

CONFIDENTIAL 

D E C L A S S I F I E D 

A u t h o r i t y 


