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susJecT : Potatoes for Hortheast Brazil under Parani's
"Food for Brazil" program.
REF

Er Parani Secretary of Agriculture, Paulo Plmentel, has
put a plan into effect, which 1is entitled "Food for Brazil',
This plan is based upon the premise that Paranf could sasily
becorme the breadbasket for Brazil and could thereby msch tro
food requiremsnts of underdeveloped states and those haviig
critical food shortages,

Under this plan, the State recently bought 28,500
sixty kllo bags of potatoes, a crop which is superabundant
this year - amounting to about one million bags in Parané
alone., In an effort to help the Paran& potato proi;cers, for
whose crop the Federal Government has as yet not sset a
minimm price, the State Government pald 1230 cruzeiros peor
sixty kilo bag. This is considered to be a falr price,

The Parsni Departmsnt of Agriculture then contacted
geveral states in the Northeast and arranged to sell them
potatoes at a delivered price of about 50 cruzeiros per kilo
(3,000 eruzeiros per bag), a price which would afford
Paranf a very small profit and would also force the retailecrs?
price in those states down from 120 cruzeiros to about 70
eruzeiros per kilo. The Department of Agriculture adopted 2
novel approach in educating Northeast consumers in the use ol
potatoes, since thils reportedly 1ls not a popular food staple
in that area, Instructions on different methods of preparing
potatoes were attached to each sack,

To date 18.500 sixty kilo bags have been sent to
Pernambuco and 10,000 more bags are awaiting shipment at the
lend of March to other Northeast states.It was reported that
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i {E?e snticipated price reduction was effected by these shipments and | %
. that the consumer response was gratifying. !
¥
arious congratulatory messages have been sent to Governor ;
Waw Rrac ” + Daniomls !

] Ney :raﬁa by communities in Pernambuco and a visit was recently
! made by Antonio Barroso Cavalcanti, Commercial Director of the Bahisa f
1 Company of Food, Seed and Markets to arrange for additional shipments ;
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being coy about it. He r that Parané and

other more developed states should assisf e states in need,
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