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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

August l, 1963
PARTICIPANTS: ILuiz Teixeira de Magalhaes (Lawyer)
Harry Weiner, Political Officer
PLACE: Mr, Magalhaes' Apartment

SUBJECT: Leftists on the Supreme Court

I arranged the meeting to ask Mr. Magalhaes whether the recent
Supreme Court vote in the Helio Fernandes case could be interpreted
in ideological terms, i.e., whether the li votes against the grant=
ing of the habeas corpus indicate that there are l} leftists on the
Court. Mr, Magalhaes 1s a Sao Paulo lawyer, representing in
Brasilia several large Sac Paulo business enterprises. His prac-
tice in large part consists of arguing cases before federal courts,
including the Supreme Court. He is politically conservative.

Mr. Magalhaes replied to my question by saying that regrettably
the Brazilian Supreme Court is not nearly as removed from every-day
politics as is the American Supreme Court. He said that Goncalves
de Oliveira, Antonio Villas Boas and Victor Nunes Leal are
"Kubitschek men" and that they voted sgainst Helio Fernandes bew=
cause Fernandes is an ally of Carlos Lacerda, whom Kubitschek con=
siders his most dangerous rival for the Presidency. He said Hermes
Lima's vote was a pro=-Jango vote. Mr. Magalhaes went on to say
that the only person he considers a leftist on the Court is Hermes
Lima. Vietor Nunes Leal, he said, is moving in that direction, agl=-
though, unlike Lima, he is not a Marxist. He sald Goncalves de °
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Oliveira and Villas Boas are both conservatives. I asked him
gabout Candido Motta Filho (since I had seen a recent classified
analysis describing him as a leftist). Magalhaes said he is a
conservative, in fact, he had talked with him the previous day
and Motta FPilho had expressed his opposition to even a mild
agrarian reform, He said that Pedro Chaves, although appointed
to the Court by Janio Quadros, is a conservative.

I asked him what he thought of Evandro Lins e Silva's
ideological position., He said Evandro is probably a Communist,
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