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L e f t i s t s on the Supreme Court 

August St 1963 ' >> DATE : 

Enclosed i s a memorandum of c o n v e r s a t i o n between an Embassy o f f i c e r and a l awye r who f r e q u e n t l y a rgues c a s e s b e f o r e t h e Supreme C o u r t . The lawyer b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e o n l y l e f t i s t s on the Cour t a re Hermes Lima and V i c t o r Nunes L e a l . He d e s c r i b e s t h e othe-r 2 v o t e s a g a i n s t t he g r a n t i n g of habeas corpus i n t h e H e l i o Fernandes case as b^fng " a n t i -
Lac e^daT^vo tes . * ( 

H I S 
For the Ambassador: jft̂  Action 

ARA :LA/BR /%&*<C1—, *• Burton 
Will iams Bea l AUG i 4 jggj r s t S e c r e t a r y of Embassy 

E n c l o s u r e as s t a t e d . 

GROUP 3 Downgraded a t 12 - y e a r i n t e r v a l s , n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y d e c l a s s i f i e d . 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
August 1963 

PARTICIPANTS: Luiz T e i x e i r a de Magalhaes (Lawyer) 
Harry Weiner , P o l i t i c a l O f f i c e r 

PLACE: Mr. Maga lhaes ' Apartment 
SUBJECT: L e f t i s t s on t h e Supreme Court 

I a r r anged t h e meet ing t o ask Mr. Magalhaes whether t h e r e c e n t Supreme Court v o t e i n t h e H e l i o Fernandes case cou ld be i n t e r p r e t e d i n i d e o l o g i c a l t e r m s , i 0 e . , whe ther t h e 1± v o t e s a g a i n s t t h e g r a n t ­i n g of the habeas corpus i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e a r e l\. l e f t i s t s on t h e C o u r t . Mr. Magalhaes i s a Sao Paulo l a w y e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g i n B r a s i l i a s e v e r a l l a r g e Sao Paulo b u s i n e s s e n t e r p r i s e s . His p r a c ­t i c e i n l a r g e p a r t c o n s i s t s of a rgu ing c a s e s b e f o r e f e d e r a l c o u r t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Supreme C o u r t . He i s p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e . 
Mr. Magalhaes r e p l i e d to my q u e s t i o n by s a y i n g t h a t r e g r e t t a b l y t h e B r a z i l i a n Supreme Court i s no t n e a r l y as removed from eve ry -day p o l i t i c s as i s t h e American Supreme Cour t . He s a i d t h a t Gonealves de O l i v e i r a , Antonio V i l l a s Boas and V i c t o r Nunes Lea l a r e "Kubi tschek men" and t h a t t h e y vo ted a g a i n s t He l io Fernandes b e ­cause Fernandes i s an a l l y of C a r l o s L a c e r d a , whom Kubi t schek c o n ­s i d e r s h i s most dangerous r i v a l f o r t h e P r e s i d e n c y . He s a i d Hermes L ima ' s vo t e was a p r o - J a n g o v o t e . Mr. Magalhaes went on t o say t h a t t h e on ly p e r s o n he c o n s i d e r s a l e f t i s t on the Court i s Hermes Lima. V i c t o r Nunes L e a l , he s a i d , i s moving i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , a l ­t hough , u n l i k e Lima, he i s no t a M a r x i s t . He s a i d Goncalves de 

GROUP 3 Downgraded a t 12 - y e a r i n t e r v a l s , n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y d e c l a s s i f i e d . 
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O l i v e i r a and V i l l a s Boas a re b o t h c o n s e r v a t i v e s . I a s k e d him about Candido Motta F i l h o ( s i n c e I had seen a r e c e n t c l a s s i f i e d a n a l y s i s d e s c r i b i n g him as a l e f t i s t ) . Magalhaes s a i d he i s a c o n s e r v a t i v e , i n f a c t , he had t a l k e d w i t h him t h e p r e v i o u s day and Motta F i l h o had exp re s sed h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o even a m i l d a g r a r i a n r e f o r m . He s a i d t h a t Pedro Chaves, a l t h o u g h appo in t ed t o the Court by J a n i o Quadros , i s a c o n s e r v a t i v e . 
I asked him what he though t of Evandro L ins e S i l v a ' s i d e o l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n . He s a i d Evandro i s p r o b a b l y a Communist. 
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