
I N C O M I N G T E L E G R A M Department/of State A 
P E R . 

ACTION COPY 

E R M A N E N T R E C O R D C O P Y 

47 

Action 

ARA 

Info 

SS 
SR 
G 
SP 
L 
H 
CAP 
EUR 
UFW 
E 
P 
USIA 
INR 

RMR 

H 

—— 
r .DNF 1 DFIMT 1 AI 

FROM: M I L I T A R Y ATTACHES R10 DE JANE IRO 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 062050Z, MARCH (ARMY MESSAGE),, 

Control: ^357 

Rec'd: MARCH 6, 1 963 

11 :05 P . M . > 

•< 

A C T I O N U S A F , DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, D I A / C l l C , O N I , DEPARTMENT 
OF S T A T E ; INFORMATION C INCAR1B QUARRY H T S , COMUSARCAR1B F T . 
AMADOR, C I N C L A N T F L T , COMUSAIRCARIB ALBROOK A F B , CONI5NAVDIST 
PANAMA, COMSOLANT, 11 27 USAF FAB FT B ELVO IR V I R G I N I A . 
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FROM M I L I T A R Y ATTACHES J - 6 FOR COFS FOR A F N I N ; 

ARMY FOR A C S 1 . 

SUBJECT I S B R A Z I L I A N - F R E N C H D I S P U T E OVER LOBSTER F I S H I N G 
F L E E T . . 

REFERENCE: OUR J - 5 . 

MSG IN TWO PARTS . 
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x PART ONE: SUMMARY OF S I T U A T I O N ; FRENCH FR IGATE PAUL GOFFNEY 
IS ON S T A T I O N WITH S I X FRENCH LOBSTER BOAT ABOUT ONE HUNDRED ' 
M I L E S OFF NORTHEAST COAST B R A Z I L . DESTROYER TARTU REPORTED 
RETURNING TO A F R I C A OR FRANCE; BAF AND B R A Z I L I A N NAVY M A I N - ~Z-

T A I N I N G CONSTANT CONTACT W ITH FRENCH S H I P S . A U T H O R I T A T I V E *—5 C 

" JORNAL DO BRAS I L " REPORTS THAT F I V E MARCH DESTROYER PERNA^ducO 

APPROACHED W I T H I N THREE HUNDRED METERS OF GOFFNEY AND F I S H I N G 1 
FLEET W ITH A L L GUNS IN COMBAT P O S I T I O N , CRUISER BARROSO--'ARRI VED'1 
R E C I F E F I V E MARCH CARRYING ONE HUNDRED E IGHTY TONS MUN f t I Cff lS , ~~ 
CRUISER TAMANDARE AND THREE DESTROYERS EXPECTED A R R I V E R E C I F E ^ 
S I X MARCH. BAF ISSUED COMMUNIQUE THREE MARCH S T A T I N G P O S I T I O N 
FRENCH BOATS WAS FOUR DEGREES FORTY M INUTES SOUTH AND THIRM r QD 
THREE DEGREES FORTY F I V E M INUTES WEST, THAT NO H O S T I L E ACT i-ONSX 
WERE BE ING TAKEN BY FRENCH SH I P S AND BAF WAS M A I N T A I N I N G 0 0 -
STANT CONTACT. 
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PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

^ h i s copy must be returned to R M / R central files with notation of action taken* 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

-2- 061050Z, MARCH (ARMY MESSAGE ) . FROM; M I L I T A R Y ATTACHES 
R I O DE J A N E I R O . 

PRESS REPORTS T H I R D REG IONAL MARINE B A T T A L I O N AT R E C I F E ON A L E R T . 
FOURTH ARMY COMMANDER ISSUED STATEMENT ARMY READY TO G I V E F U L L 
SUPPORT TO BAF AND N A V Y . A I R M I N I S T E R V I S I T E D REC I F E AREA OVER 
WEEKEND ON ROUTINE INSPECT ION T R I P BUT ALSO REVIEWED A i R OPERATIONS 
A G A I N S T FRENCH VESSELS ; BAF HAS MOVED F-80 JETS FROM FORTALEZA TO 
R E C I F E ( B - 2 ) AND REPORTED TO HAVE MOVED B_26'S FROM N A T A L TO 
R E C I F E . 

PRESS STATES BAF HAS E IGHTY A I R C R A F T CONCENTRATED REC I FE AND 
B R A Z I L I A N NAVY HAS TWO CRUISERS AND N I N E DESTROYERS ON DUTY T H I S 
O P E R A T I O N ; 

FORE IGN O F F I C E P O S I T I O N IS B R A Z I L W I L L NOT NEGOTIATE W ITH FRENCH 
W H I L E FRENCH F I S H I N G BOATS AND WARSHIP REMAIN OFF B R A Z I L I A N COAST. 
PRESS REPORTS FRENCH F I S H I N G VESSELS RUNNING LOW ON FUEL AND 
S U P P L I E S ; 

PART TWO: COMMENT: S I T U A T I O N LUDICROUS BUT THERE HAS BEEN S U B ­
S T A N T I A L MASS ING OF B R A Z I L I A N A I R AND NAVAL FORCES. B R A Z I L I A N 
M I L I T A R Y EXTRACT ING EVERY OUNCE OF GLORY FROM "LOBSTER W A R " . 
FRENCH I N T E N T I O N S UNKNOWN. B E L I E V E B R A Z I L I A N FORCES HAVE MANEUVERED 
THEMSELVES INTO P O S I T I O N IN WHICH THEY WOULD BE OBL IGED USE FORCE 
I F FRENCH ATTEMPTED RENEW F I S H I N G A C T I V I T I E S PR IOR REACHING 
AGREEMENT THROUGH D I P L O M A T I C CHANNELS ; GENERAL EXPECTATION B R A Z I L 
13 S I T U A T I O N W I L L BE RESOLVED THROUGH D I P L O M A T I C D I S C U S S I O N S . 

GROUP THREE . 

BA/22. 
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