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Demonstrations i n Portaleza over 
Increased Bus Pares 

According t o r e p o r t s reaching Recife from Portaleza, 
there have been large-scale demonstrations marked by con­
sid e r a b l e v i o l e n c e p r o t e s t i n g t h e i m p o s i t i o n of increased 
bus f a r e s . The'new f a r e s , which became e f f e c t i v e October 20, 
provide f o r increases, on an ascending scale, o f up to one 
hundred percent over previous f a r e s . 

The demonstrations began October 21, l e d by t h e students 
o f the Liceu do Ceara who t o r e the paving bloeks from the 
s t r e e t by the school and then used them t o bombard f i r s t the 
passing busses and l a t e r the p o l i c e when these appeared. The 
p o l i c e f i r s t r e s o r t e d to throwing the paving stones back at 
the students and l a t e r f i r e d i n t o t he a i r , w i t h the students 
f i n a l l y r e t i r i n g from the Liceu. Pour policemen were i n j u r e d , 
none c r i t i c a l l y . There were no r e p o r t s o f students i n j u r e d , 
although some a r r e s t s were made. One Recife paper claimed 
t h a t the President of the Student Association o f the Univer­
s i t y o f Ceara, RAIMUNDO LEITE, had been a r r e s t e d . 

A more serious i n c i d e n t occurred October 22, when e l e ­
ments o f the P o l i c i a M i l i t a r r e p o r t e d l y f i r e d i n t o a group 
of demonstrating r a i l w a y workers, s e r i o u s l y wounding two. 
Following t h i s i n c i d e n t the s i t u a t i o n has become more 
c r i t i c a l w i t h rumors of general s t r i k e beginning to c i r c u l a t e . 
Some shops have apparently closed t h e i r doors f e a r i n g damage 
by demonstrators. 

The mayor o f Portaleza, MURILLO BORGES MOREIRA, has 
l_come under s p e c i a l c r i t i c i s m by the demonstrators, since J 
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i t i s claimed he assumed an a c t i v e r o l e i n supporting the increase 
i n bus f a r e s , having defended the proposed increase at a p u b l i c 
forum h e l d several days ago at the Liceu do Ceara.- A major p o i n t 
o f c r i t i c i s m of the new fares by the workers i s t h a t the c r i t e r i a 
of distance and the lack o f paved s t r e e t s were used to j u s t i f y 
l a r g e r increases i n f a r e s i n those undeveloped o u t l y i n g sections 
where many workers l i v e . 

Governor VIRGILIO TAVORA i s expected t o r e t u r n to Portaleza 
not l a t e r than tomorrow from h i s v i s i t i n Rio and B r a s i l i a . He 
has r e p o r t e d l y sought the i n t e r v e n t i o n of f e d e r a l troops t o r e ­
store order, but the r e a c t i o n t o h i s appeal to the M i n i s t e r of 
Jus t i c e was an o f f e r by the M i n i s t e r t o send an observor. Mean­
w h i l e , a popular movement has been launched i n Portaleza t o seek 
the impeachment of Mayor Borges Moreira. 

Edward J. Rowell 
M i n i s t e r Consul General 
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