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T RO TN T The Parliamentary Action Bloc came formally int
TR T :cre't\an }u- deputies who had JO-nea the Bloc preasn
‘ | President Castello Branco to inform him that the bloc
1 {77 | bers majority of the Chamber of Deputies. Atte
' | is a n ior the ifesto published March 26
of the deputies, who bg s‘gthb it, have becomes member
listed by party,then by state heading. The breakdown
Bloc's 206 members is as followss uJa—v?, PSD-4S, PT
PTH-10, PRP-4, PR-L, PRT-1, PST-l and one without party. TB
members, one joined the Bloc directly and the other 22 subscribed their
adherence in a separate document which was annexed to the Bloc's manifesto.
- The Bloc will not bec ome a legally constituted entary entity
o in the Chamber of Deputies until the Directorate of t,, house accords it
& reco;“itlo“. Various Lep4ules have told Zmbassy officers that a formal
request for such recognition will not be nada by the majority leader until
- after he has pushed thr rough a change in the rules of the Cnamoer which will
-~ protect PSD and PTB members of the Bloc from punishment by their respective
= parties. As the Bloc commands a majority of the Chamber, it should be able
E to secure passage of the rules change without great difficult;

The deputies joining the Bloc pledged to "collaborate Zﬁith the exe-
cutive branth more uniformly in the social, economic and political
structural reforms" initiated by President Castello Branco. At the seme
time they noted that while doing so they would respect their respective
party labels and continue to represent a separate and independent branch
of the government. The manifesto provided for the creation of a five-man
Provisional Executive Committee to coordinate the Bloc's support for the
government. President Castello Branco grected the formation of the Bloc, |
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which ks called an "Imperative of nublic opinion" and the "dr1v1ng force of
the social and econcric evolution of the countny.“ )

4 careful read::; of the Fanifesto shows that deputies are not unconditionally
bound to support the rresident's initiatives cn all occasions. lNevertheless, the
act of sizning the cdocument doubiless creates a strong moral comitiment. The

Fresicent would th refore ssen to have acqulred a powerful phalanx in the Congress
to use in implementirz his reform program.

Por the Ambassador:

‘Robert W. Dean
Counselor of Embassy
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(1) Translation cf Manifesto
(2) List of 205 Tederal Deputies
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