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S U B J E C T : A m b a s s a d o r G o r d o n V i s i t s l!ato G r o s s o , J u n e 5 - 7 . 

R E F 

~ i 
At the i n v i t a t i o n of G o v e r n o r Fernando C o r r e a d a C o s t a , the 

A m b a s s a d o r , C o n s u l Genera l B o n d , a n d a p a r t y of E m b a s s y officials visited 

Mato G r o s s o , J u n e 5 - 7 , 1 9 6 4 . A s of in t e r e s t to t h e D e p a r t m e n t , copies of 

t h e A m b a s s a d o r ' s p r o g r a m and n e w s p a p e r clippings d e s c r i b i n g t h e visit are 

e n c l o s e d . 

I n C u i a b a o n J u n e 5 the A m b a s s a d o r , t h e G o v e r n o r and l o c a l 

officials signed t h r e e agreements p r o v i d i n g A I D ass i s t a n c e in^the state 

o f 'Jato G r o s s o : a l o a n of $ 4 . 3 m i l l i o n to CE.1AT (Centrals E L e t r i c s s IZato-

grossenses) and Food-for P e a c e commodity grants to two co l o n i z a t i o n p r o ­

jects i n t h e n o r t h e r n , heav i l y - f o r e s t e d p a r t of t h e s t a t e . T h e CEMAT l o a n 

will assist t h e expansion of electricity g e n e r a t i n g , t r a n s m i t t i n g , and 

di s t r i b u t i o n facilities i n the cities of C u i a b a , C o r u m b a , and Campo G r a n d e , 

raising presently overtaxed g e n e r a t i n g capacity of 1 9 , 0 0 0 K W to 4 8 , 0 0 0 K W 

by 1 9 6 6 . M a t o G r o s s o , which offers great p o t e n t i a l for economic d e v e l o p ­

ment and p o p u l a t i o n a b s o r p t i o n , a l m o s t d o u b l e d its p o p u l a t i o n i n the 1 9 5 0 -

1S6 0 d e c a d e , but p o w e r shortages have t h r e a t e n e d to b e c o m e a factor s e r i o u s ­

l y l i m i t i n g future gro-.vth. T h e Food for P e a c e p r o j e c t s will provide c o m ­

modities v a l u e d at app r o x i m a t e l y $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 to colonies at Rio Ferro and 

Gl e b a A r i n o s . T h e economy of th e s e s e t t l e m e n t s w i l l be built around natural 

r u b b e r , and t h e commodities will help tide the colonists over the i n t e r i m 

period until t h e trees start p r o d u c i n g . 

T h e b a l a n c e of^the w e e k e n d , June 6 - 7 , was spent t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h 

the State -- to C o r u m b a , Carapo G r a n d e and U r u b u p u n g a . T h e A m b a s s a d o r h a d 

a n opportunity to exchange impressions w i t h a nu m b e r of pro m i n e n t liato 

G r o s s o and national o f f i c i a l s , p r i n c i p a l among the l a t t e r , '.Sinister of 
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Rio de J a n e i r o 

F l a n n i n g and former A m b a s s a d o r to the U S , R o b e r t o C a m p o s , who joined t h e 

A m b a s s a d o r ' s party for t h e t r i p . 

T h e A m b a s s a d o r was well r e c e i v e d w h e r e v e r he s t o p p e d , and l a r g e crowds 

reacted warmly to his frequent r e s p o n s e s i n P o r t u g u e s e to t h e honors a c c o r ded 

h i m . A s evidence of t h e unanimity of f e e l i n g , at a n homenagem held at the 

S t a t e l e g i s l a t i v e a s s e m b l y , speakers for b o t h t h e government and o p p o s i t i o n 

bancadas were h i g h l y complementary of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a fact noted a p p r e c i ­

atively b y the A m b a s s a d o r i n h i s r e s p o n s e . 
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