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Newspapers p r e s e n t l y c a r r y i n g rumors t h a t Supreme Court J u s t i c e s 
Hermes Lima and Evandro L ins w i l l have t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s 
suspended on b a s i s they and Sena to r Afonso Ar inos had c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o f o r e i g n p o l i c y t h a t endangered n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . C i v i l 
Household Chief Lu is V iana , however , t o l d Chief J u s t i c e Supreme 
Court R i b e i r o da Costa June 8 a t Embassy d i n n e r t h a t extreme 
e lements who advoca ted t h i s had been " c o n t a i n e d " . Viana 
Quer iad da Costa on h i s c h o i c e i f g iven o p t i o n between c u t t i n g 
two members out of Cour t or packing i t w i t h up t o four more 
members. R i b e i r o da Costa he ld t h a t pack ing Court could no t 
be j u s t i f i e d in terms of need s i n c e C o u r t ' s work i s u p - t o - d a t e . 
On o t h e r c h o i c e he r e p l i e d ; " I t would be b e t t e r f i r e whole 
Court than t o m u t i l a t e i t . " He i n t i m a t e d he and o t h e r j u d g e s 
would n o t l i k e t o s e r v e in " m u t i l a t e d " c o u r t . 
Comment: From t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n i t appea r s t h a t C a s t e l l o B r a n c o ' s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n had dec ided t o avoid purge of Supreme Cour t and 
i n s t e a d t o pack i t and t hus d i l u t e i n f l u e n c e two known l e f t i s t s 
in Cour t . 
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