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ACTION A«A 16 \ £ 

INFO C IAE 00,DODE 00,GPM 0 4 , H 0 2 , l N R 0 7 , L 03 ,NSAE 00 ,NSC 1 0 , P 0 ^ 
RSC 0 1 , S P 0 2 , S S 2 5 » 0 S i A 1 2 , A I D 28i-PC 04,RSR 0 l i , / 1 19 W \ Jo 

^ / 0 0 3 8 8 5 
P R 0 4 1 5 2 0 Z D E C 68 
FM AMEMBASSY R IO D E JANE IRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC P R I O R I T Y 5 5 8 2 
INFO AMEMBASSY B R A S I L I A 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
AMCONSUL REC IFE 
USCINCSO 

C O N F I D E N T I A L R I O DE JANE IRO 1 3 9 9 7 

SUBJECT: MARCIO MQREIRA ALVES CASE (ft(Jl <^/Zx^/ 

REF i B R A S I L I A 3 2 2 1 

1 . INEPT HANDLING O F MARCIO MOREIRA ALVES CASE HAS 
CREATED SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR C O S T A E S I L V A GOVERNMENT V I S - A ­
V I S BOTH M I L I T A R Y A M D ARENA PARTY (REFTEL ! . P R I M A R I L Y 
RESPONSIBLE F O R LOSS O F GOVERNMENT PRESTIGE HAS BEEN CONTINUOUS 
V A C I L L A T I O N , WITH G O v E R N M £ N T APPEARING TO TAKE HANDS OFF 
ATT ITUDE ONE D A Y A N D DETERMINED A C T I V I S T POSTURE THE N E X T « 
J U S T I C E M IN I STER G A M A E S l ( _ V A BE ING S INGLED O U T AS D R I V I N G 
FORCE BEHIND WHAT O N E DEPUTY HAS DESCRIBED AS GOVERNMENTS 
" S I T DOWN, STAND U p " P O S I T I O N . 

2 . EMBASSY HAS SO FAR BEEN UNABLE TO PUT I T S F INGER ON 
SOURCE OF PRESSURE O N C O S T A E S I L V A * THOUGH O R I G I N A L R E ­
QUEST F O R ACTION AGAINST ALVES CAME FROM M I L I T A R Y M I N I S T E R , 
SENIOR A R M A CONTACTS IN * I 0 AND B R A S I L I A HAVE NOT DEMONSTRATED 
OEGPEE OF ADAMANCY WHICH WOULD J U S T I F Y TURMOIL OF RECENT DAYS* 
SOME OF R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y CAN B E TRACED TO ZEALOUS P O S I T I O N T A K E N 
§Y MfN J U S T I C E AND CERTA IN H A R D - L I N E ARENA V ICE LEADERS. 

3* YESTERDAY C O S T A E S I L V A TOOK EXTRAORDINARY STEP OF , 

SUMMONING THREE SERVICE M I N I S T E R S AND FOREIGN M I N I S T E R TO 
B R A S I L I A * AT M I L I T A R Y FUNCTION LAST N lGHT SPECULAT ION WAS 
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R I F E A M O N G B R A Z I L I A N G E N E R A L S , B U T N O N E A B L E T O S H E D M U C H 

L I G H T ON P R E S I D E N T ' S M O T I V E S . D U R I N G P A S T TWO D A Y S T H E R E 

C O N S I D E R A B L E T A L K O F I N S T I T U T I O N A L A C T / A N D C O N V O C A T I O N O F 

M I L I T A R Y M I N I S T E R S C O U L D M E A N P R E S I D E N T I N T E N D S T O F O L L O W 

T H R O U G H ON H I S S T A T E M E N T S A T U R D A Y ( B R A S I L I A 3 ? 2 4 ) W I T H 

T O U G H M E A S U R E S . 

4 . A M O R E L I K E L Y T H E S I S * H O W E V E R / I S T H A T P R E S I D E N T 

I N T E N D S TO T A K E A C T I O N T O H E A L S E R I O U S D I V I S I O N I N A R E N A 

W H I C H C O U L D A F F E C T 1 9 7 0 S U C C E S S I O N P I C T U R E . T H I S P R E S U M A B L Y 

W O U L D R E Q U I R E S O M E K I N D O F T A C T I C A L A C C O M M O D A T I O N W I T H 

A R E N A D I S S E N T E R S A N D N E C E S S A R Y G R O U N D W O R K M U S T B E L A I D W I T H 

M I L I T A R Y . T H I S T H E O R Y S U P P O R T E D B Y F A C T T H A T P R E S I D E N T 

R E C A L L E D A R E N A P A R T Y P R E S I D E N T D A N I E L K R I E G E R T O B R A S I L I A 

A F T E R K R I E G E R H A D A N N O U N C E D H i s I N T E N T I O N T O R E M A I N I N 

R I O G R A N D E DO S U L U N T I L J A N U A R Y . K R I E G E R , WHO H A S M A D E 

C L E A R H I S O P P O S I T I O N TO C A S S A T I O N P R O C E S S / I S T H E 

P O L I T I C I A N B E S T A B L E T & H E A L W O U L D S W I T H I N A R E N A . 

5 * D E B A T E ON M A R C I O M Q R E I R A A L V E S C A S E I N J U S T I C E 

C O M M I S S I O N R E S U M E S T O D A Y * M D B A P P E A R S T O B E T A K I N G M O R E 

M O D E R A T E A P P R O A C H I N E F F O R T T O C A P I T A L I Z E O N D I V I S I O N S 

W I T H I N A R E N A . 
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