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Subject: Brazil: President's Health Reported to be Failing <;
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A serious alteration in the alignments of Brazil!s leadership could
occur if reports about the falling health of President Costa e Silva are z
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true. The President is belleved to be suffering from arteriosclerosgls and
there are indications that the disease may already have impaired his
memory. As recently as September 2, Mrs, Costa e Silva privately expresscd
concern for what che described as her husband!s deteriorating health, She
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added that she did not want to be the wife of a dead president.
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Nature of illness While arteriosclerosis (hardening of the arteries)
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is not unusual in a man of Costa e Silvals age (65), available information
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es that the Presidentl!s heart and braln may have been affected, He

o
[
o
(4]
| =

appears to have suffered memory lapses and, according to one report, ‘was
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) inexplicably moved to tears during a cabinet meeting., Assuming that Costa
ﬁiﬂSilV& is indeed afflicted with arteriosclerosis--and all indications are
that he is--a tentative opinion of medical experts is that hilis health will

continue deteriorate and that memory lapses will occur with Increasing
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frequency, His condition willl 1likely progress into the "little stroke"

category in which non-paralytic cerebral eplsodes (resulting from a
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deficiency in the blood supply to the brain) are probable,

could last from a few hours to two or three days, during whilch time the
President would not necessarily be unconcclous, Additionally, Costa e

his report was produced by the Bureau
{ Intelligence und Research. Aside
‘'om normal substantive exchange with
ther agencies at the working level,
| has not been coordinated elsewhere.
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