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Suppert for anti-goverament atudent demonstrators has moved churchmen, teachers, a:; ]
{ntellectuals, end some labor leaders toward an open clash with the Costa e Silva ;Q

; government, The rcgime's stability Is not immediately threatened, but the mass o

demonsirations end frequent violence have brought popular discontent with the admlnistx& "1
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tion to the surface, The posslbility now exists that support for proteating studentnq !
will become a powerful forece to unite disparate and discontenied elements, Unless th%'
President takes prompt and effeotive motion toward meaningful reforms of the university

system, a showdown y.rith the edministration may become unavoidable, with e resultant trend

]
toward increased authoritarianism. ' . \

i Acy 5. . Protest demonstrations sgainst the government's l

~
educational policles ocourred in various Brazilian cities throughout the month of June&“
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but broad-based student support for them did not arise until Rio police brutelly

j students ensued end the exaggerated and indiseriminate police violence in suppressi éhe

repreased student protesters on June 19, 20,and 21. Pltehed battles between police an i

students has clearly turncd publie opinfon against the euthoritics. As a result of these al

dcemonstrations and of thelr extensive press coversge, there has been a wider public n are-
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ness of the degree to which 't.he government has been unresponaive to popular needs and?b

aspirations. Tius, it was easy to shift from purely educational isaues to an outright\ L

— .
i condemnatlon of the regime,and on June 26 some 10,000-12,000 protesters ,]oine.d a
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