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Subject: B r a z i l i a n Student Protesters Gain Popular Support 

Support f o r anti-government student demonstrators lias moved cliurctimen, teachers, 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s , and some labor leaders toward an open clash w i t h the Co3ta e S i l v a 

government. The regime's s t a b i l i t y i s not immediately threatened, but the mass v 

$*/ 
demonstrations and frequent violence have brought popular discontent w i t h the a d m i n i s t i ^ -

t i o n to the surface. The p o s s i b i l i t y now e x i s t s t h a t support f o r p r o t e s t i n g students 

w i l l become a powerful force t o u n i t e disparate and discontented elements. Unless "the>^ 

President takes prompt and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n toward meaningful reforms of the u n i v e r s i t y 

toward increased a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m . 

system, a showdown w i t h the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n may become unavoidable, w i t h a r e s u l t a n t trend 

Police violence unites students. Protest demonstrations against the government's 

educational p o l i c i e s occurred i n various B r a z i l i a n c i t i e s throughout the month of June^ 1 

but broad-based student support f o r them d i d not arise u n t i l Rio p o l i c e b r u t a l l y 

repressed student pr o t e s t e r s on June 19, 20,and 21. Pitched b a t t l e s between p o l i c e anq 

students ensued and the exaggerated and in d i s c r i m i n a t e p o l i c e violence i n s u p p r e s s i n g ^ ^ 

students has c l e a r l y turned public opinion against the a u t h o r i t i e s . A3 a r e s u l t of these 

demonstrations and of t h e i r extensive press coverage, there has been a wider public aware­

ness of the degree t o which the government has been unresponsive t o popular need3 and ^ 

as p i r a t i o n s . Thus, i t was easy t o s h i f t from purely educational issues t o an o u t r i g h t ^ . 

V\ condemnation of the regime,and on June 26 some 10,000-12,000 prot e s t e r s j o i n e d 
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