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OSD | USIA | NsA 1. Pernambueo Seecretary of Education, Barreto Guimaraes,
33 /D % resianed June 1, Governor Coelho replaced him with Roberto
g —| Magalhaes Melo, former Chief of the Department of Water and
”2; Enerqy. Guimaraes stated in his letter of resignation that

he did not conecur in the Governor's decision incorporated in
article 222 of the State Constitution to confirm teachers in
the interior in their posts. Seeretary Guimares, after
securing the concurrence of the Governor, recently announced
a competition to fill vacancies in the interior with the
intention of replacing less qualified teachers with success-
ful applicants,

2., Logal sources, including press, are unanimous in econsider-
ing this development another step in the erosion of

Governor Coelho's political image, He is seen as admini-
stratively inept for not consulting with Secretary Guimaraes
before countermanding a previous action by instrueting his
legiclative leader to support proposed article 222,

Guimaraes' resignation followed approval of article almost
immediately. Coelho's position is also weakened by the
replacement of Guimaraes with a person not gonsidered his
gqual, as Guimaraes was regarded generally as one of the
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e most competent members of Coelho's eabinet.
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