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1. Pernambuco S e c r e t a r y of Education, B a r r e t o Guimaraes, 
r e s i a n e d June 1 . Governor Coelho r e p l a c e d him w i t h Roberto 
Magalhaes Melo, former Chief of the Department of Water and 
Enerqy. Guimaraes s t a t e d i n h i s l e t t e r of r e s i q n a t i o n t h a t 
he d i d not concur i n the Governor's d e c i s i o n i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 
a r t i c l e 222 of the S t a t e C o n s t i t u t i o n to c o n f i r m t e a

c
h e r s i n 

the i n t e r i o r i n t h e i r p o s t s . S e c r e t a r y Guimares, a f t e r 
s e c u r i n g the concurrence o f the Governor, r e c e n t l y announced 
a c o m p e t i t i o n t o f i l l v acancies i n the i n t e r i o r with the 
i n t e n t i o n of r e p l a c i n g l e s s q u a l i f i e d t e a c h e r s w i t h success­
f u l a p p l i c a n t s , 

2, L o c a l s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i n g p r e s s , are unanimous i n consider­
i n g t h i s development another step i n the e r o s i o n of 
Governor Coelho's p o l i t i c a l iraaqe. He i s seen as admini­
s t r a t i v e l y i n e p t f o r not c o n s u l t i n g w i t h S e c r e t a r y Guimaraes 
b e f o r e countermanding a p r e v i o u s a c t i o n by i n s t r u e t i n q h i s 
l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r to support proposed a r t i c l e 222. 
Guimaraes' r e s i g n a t i o n f o l l o w e d approval of a r t i c l e almost 
i m m e d i a t e l y . Coelho's p o s i t i o n i s also weakened by the 
replacement of Guimaraes w i t h a person not c o n s i d e r e d h i s 
equal* as Guimaraes was regarded g e n e r a l l y as one of the 
most competent members of Coelho's c a b i n e t . 
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