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sis Yot Two senior officials of the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign
Relations, Minister Luis Almeida de Nogueira Porto, Secretary General
=720 for East Burope and Asia, and Counselor Itajuba de Almeida Rodrigues,
i b Chief of the Asia and Oceania Division, visited Ceylon from March 1 to 4
= to discuss trade and cultural relations with Ceylonese Government
officials and to inspect the Brazilian Embassy in Colombo. The visit
to Ceylon was one of several stops on a tour of Brazilian posts in Asia
b and East Europe.
B’ According to the Second Seeretary of the Brazilian REmbassy in
LI/, V(‘) N Colombo, Antonio Ferreira DA ROCHA, the talks with Ceylonese Government
10’{ » officials centered on the expansion of the limited trade relations that
1 [u A now exist between the two nations. While conceding that the economies
i SD and climates of the two nations duplicate one another to some extent,
f\’ the officials apparently agreed to explore the prospects of trading
p{‘ Brazilian rice and sugar to Ceylon for Ceylonese rubber. Da Rocha
8 : expected little significant inerease in trade between the two nations
© “for some time. He explained that both countries already obtain these
= products from traditional trade sources and obstacles such as the lack
= o of direct shipping connections and the problem of deciding on mutually
S acceptable medium of exchange would make any significant increase in
L - trade unlikely.. He added that any Brazilian trade with Ceylon would
o % probably be handled through Brazilian warehouse facilities in
O < Singapore, using that port as an entrepot.
:g
=it For the Ambassador,
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