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Secretary General of the Brazilian Communist Party Luis Carlos PRESTES,
accompanied by his wife, arrived in Prague by air om February ll for a visit
at the invitation of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist
Party, according to "Rude Pravo'" of February 12. Indicative of the impor-
tance attached by the Czech side to the visit was the presence at the air-
port of Czechoslovak Central Committee Secretary V, KOUCKY, generally re-
garded as the Party's leading ideological expert, and B, LASTOVICKA, head
of the International Department of the Central Committee,

On February 12 Prestes met with Antonin NOVOTNY, First Secretary of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party, for what was described by "Rude Pravo”
of February 13 as an "exchange of views on the main questions of the inter-
national communist movement and on problems of current world development.'
The meeting was said to have taken place in an atmosphere of "comradely
friendship which characterizes relations between the Czechoslovak and
Brazilian Communist Parties."” The meeting also was described as having con-
firmed again ''the absolute loyalty of both parties to the Moscow Declara-
tion and Statement and the identity of views on current questions of the
international communist movement."”

COMMENT: From the above press reports, it is clear that the Sino-
Soviet ideological conflict was a topic of discussion at the meeting between
the two Communist leaders. The Prestes visit to Prague may well be part of
a new round of preliminary soundings among leaders of major communist par-
ties supporting the Soviet position in the Sino-Soviet controversy, prior
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to the calling of a conference of all communist parties or a meeting
between Soviet and Chinese Communist Party leaders.

For the Ambassador:

Fok, & Araikl

Frank G. Trinka
Second Secretary of Embassy
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