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Secretary General of the B r a z i l i a n Communist Party Luis Carlos PRESTES, 

accompanied by h i s w i f e , a r r i v e d i n Prague by a i r on February 11 f o r a v i s i t 
at the i n v i t a t i o n of the C e n t r a l Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party, according t o "Rude Pravo" of February 12. I n d i c a t i v e of the impor­
tance attached by the Czech side t o the v i s i t was the presence at the a i r ­
p o r t of Czechoslovak Central Committee Secretary V. KOUCKY, g e n e r a l l y r e ­
garded as the Party's leading i d e o l o g i c a l expert, and B. LASTOVICKA, head 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Department of the C e n t r a l Committee. 

On February 12 Prestes met w i t h Antonin NOVOTNY, F i r s t Secretary of 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party, f o r what was described by "Rude Pravo" 
of February 13 as an "exchange of views on the main questions of the i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l communist movement and on problems of c u r r e n t world development." 
The meeting was s a i d t o have taken place i n an atmosphere of "comradely 
f r i e n d s h i p which characterizes r e l a t i o n s between the Czechoslovak and 
B r a z i l i a n Communist P a r t i e s . " The meeting also was described as having con­
firmed again "the absolute l o y a l t y of both p a r t i e s t o the Moscow Declara­
t i o n and Statement and the i d e n t i t y of views on c u r r e n t questions of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l communist movement." 

COMMENT: From the above press r e p o r t s , i t i s c l e a r t h a t the Sino-
Soviet i d e o l o g i c a l c o n f l i c t was a t o p i c of discussion at the meeting between 
the two Communist leaders. The Prestes v i s i t t o Prague may w e l l be p a r t of 
a new round of p r e l i m i n a r y soundings among leaders of major communist par­
t i e s supporting the Soviet p o s i t i o n i n the Sino-Soviet controversy, p r i o r 
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to the c a l l i n g of a conference of a l l communist p a r t i e s or a meeting 
between Soviet and Chinese Communist Party leaders. 

For the Ambassador: 

Frank G. Trinka 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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