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SUMMARY S« Burtws 
A l z i r o Zarur, the s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d candidate of J e s u s , may 

have a t l e a s t a negative i n f l u e n c e on the 1965 B r a z i l i a n p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s because of h i s l a r g e , organized f o l l o w i n g 
among the poor and h i s capable propaganda network. 

Though h i s name seems to be pa i n t e d on h a l f the t r e e s and 
w a l l s i n B r a z i l , and h i s r a d i o campaign reaches a wide 
audience f o r hours every day, an observer confined to the 
B r a z i l i a n p r e s s would hardly know th a t A l z i r o Zarur e x i s t e d , 
much l e s s t h a t he was a candidate f o r the 1965 p r e s i d e n t i a l 
e l e c t i o n s . Because he i s almost t o t a l l y ignored by the p r e s s , 
information about Zarur i s not easy to come by. T h i s p r e l i m i n a r y 
report i s based on s c a t t e r e d observations and on a sympathetic 
and r a t h e r amateurish booklet encountered i n a Rio bookstore 
(Humberto de Sempre, A Boa Vontade de A l z i r o Zarur, E d i t o r a 
G r a f i c a L a g u n i l l a , Rio de J a n e i r o , n.d. but probably 1963). 

To " r e s p e c t a b l e " and often c y n i c a l B r a z i l i a n s , Z a r u r ' s 
candidacy appears r i d i c u l o u s and even embarrassing because he 
cla i m s to be the per s o n a l candidate of Jesu s and because h i s 
campaign i s decked i n the trappings of a m y s t i c a l , r e v i v a l i s t , 
q u a s i - C h r i s t i a n p ersonal r e l i g i o n r e miniscent of Father Devine 
or Daddy Grace. Yet Zarur cannot be ignored completely as a 
Decon t r o l l e d f o l l o w i n g January 1, 1966. 

T TIV/T TTun ^ O ^ T ^ T A T n c c FOR DEPjy. USE ONLY 
FORM LIMITED OFFICIAL USb r»tr n n , 
A «, DS-323 • r r n L3°<" CMacDour 

Contents and Clas s i f i ca t ion Approved by: 
POL - Mr- Carson POT.: HCMacDougal 1: rb 

Clearances: 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE A-961 2/12/64 
Page 2 
Rio de J a n e i r o 

f a c t o r i n B r a z i l i a n p o l i t i c s , s i n c e he clai m s an organized f o l l o w i n g 
of 600,000, broadcasts d a i l y to a claimed audience of 8,000,000 on h i s 
powerful r a d i o s t a t i o n , and r e g u l a r l y runs f o u r t h or f i f t h ( w ith 3 to 
6 percent) i n p u b l i c opinion p o l l s . S t o r i e s that major p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s 
are worried may w e l l be apocryphal (Kubitschek a l l e g e d l y o f f e r e d him the 
Vice-Presidency; C a r l o s Lacerda and Adhemar de Barr o s are supposed to 
have s a i d t h a t Zarur was good f o r over a m i l l i o n v o t e s ) , but i n a country 
where there i s i n c r e a s i n g popular d i s g u s t w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l 
c o r r u p t i o n , i t i s not impossible t h a t Zarur may have a t l e a s t a negative 
i n f l u e n c e on the outcome of the 1965 e l e c t i o n s . 

Biographic Data; A l z i r o ( f u l l name A l z i r o Abraao E l i a s David 
Zarur) was born on December 25, 1914, presumably of Lebanese parentage 
(he has r e f e r r e d on the r a d i o to h i s " E a s t e r n " o r i g i n ) . He apparently 
attended R i o ' s e l i t e Pedro I I secondary school, and a t an e a r l y age 
became deeply i n t e r e s t e d i n mysticism, the B i b l e , and even voodoo. About 
1932 he began a c a r e e r as r a d i o w r i t e r and a c t o r , and i t was not u n t i l 
1948 that he r e c e i v e d h i s "vocation". I n that year, during a s p i r i t u a l 
seance, Zarur says he was contacted by S t . F r a n c i s of A s s i s i , who t o l d 
him t h a t h i s mission had begun and t h a t he should s t a r t by reading a 
biography (which he had happily purchased 15 yea r s before) of S t . 
F r a n c i s . Zarur d i d so and was i n s p i r e d to begin the campaign of Good 
W i l l (Boa Vontade) t h a t has i n s p i r e d him s i n c e . He s t a r t e d a r a d i o ^ 
program and, two y e a r s l a t e r , founded the Legion of Good W i l l (Legiao 
da Boa Vontade--LBV) which has become h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l support. I n 
1956 he purchased the 50 kw Radio Mundial r a d i o s t a t i o n i n Rio which 
has s i n c e devoted i t s e l f 24 hours a day to h i s message. On September 5, 
1959, he announced to an E x t r a o r d i n a r y Great Assembly of the LBV the 
i n s t i t u t i o n of the R e l i g i o n of the New Commandment, and i n 1962, founded 
the P a r t y of Good W i l l ( P a r t i d o da Boa Vorrtade--PBV) to promote his--and 
J e s u s ' — c a n d i d a c y f o r the Presidency. 

A l z i r o Zarur i s a short, heavy, ba l d i n g , undistinguished-looking 
man, who speaks on the radio i n a deep, resonant v o i c e . Sometime i n the 
1950's, he married one I r a c y , a member of one of h i s "caravans of 
c h a r i t y " . He has two young sons, Paulo Abreu Zarur and Pedro Abreu 
Zarur. 

Z a r u r f s Message: The "New Commandment" of Zarur's r e l i g i o n i s one 
supposedly r e v e a l e d by Jes u s : "Love Each Other as I Loved You". His 
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r e l i g i o n i s not an e x c l u s i v e one—he c o n s i d e r s that a l l r e l i g i o n s are 
v a l i d because a l l are given by God—and membership i n the LBV i s not 
incompatible w i t h membership i n other r e l i g i o u s groups. J e s u s speaks 
to the world through Zarur and from him people l e a r n to use and have 
Good W i l l . Good W i l l , i t seems, i s love, c h a r i t y , the d e s i r e to 
a l l e v i a t e the s u f f e r i n g s of others, the essence of a l l the great r e l i ­
gions; i t i s s p i r i t u a l e x h a l t a t i o n and p r a c t i c a l love f o r one's f e l l o w 
man. With Zarur i n the presidency, advised by God, the "obsolete" p a r t y 
squabbles of the Communists, S o c i a l i s t s , and Democrats w i l l be r e p l a c e d 
by "modern" Good W i l l , B r a z i l w i l l be s p i r i t u a l l y transformed and w i l l 
take i t s p l a c e as world leader, and the millenium w i l l be ushered i n . 

Organization, Good Works, and S t y l e : The Legion of Good W i l l c l a i m s 
some 600,000 members s c a t t e r e d throughout B r a z i l , but apparently con­
c e n t r a t e d i n the c e n t e r and south. T h e i r major a c t i v i t i e s are i n the 
f i e l d of good works, w i t h dozens of soup-kitchens, homes f o r c h i l d r e n 
and old people, l i t e r a c y courses, medical and d e n t a l c e n t e r s , f r e e milk 
c e n t e r s , v i s i t i n g l a d i e s , and other c h a r i t a b l e endeavors. The emphasis 
i s on helping the most d i s t r e s s e d members of s o c i e t y . The o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i s p r i m a r i l y f i n a n c e d by c o n t r i b u t i o n s from members, and has p e r i o d i c 
l o c a l and n a t i o n a l conferences. 

The Party of Good W i l l (Motto: Truth, Power, Goodness), founded i n 
1962, has a p p l i e d f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n as a l e g a l p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y w i t h a 
p e t i t i o n of 57,COO s i g n a t u r e s . Aside from i t s promotion by Radio Mundial, 
i t s most n o t i c e a b l e a c t i v i t y i s the p a i n t i n g of "Zarur-1965", "LBV", 
"PBV" and other slogans on w a l l s and t r e e s ; though t h i s i s a common 
B r a z i l i a n p r a c t i c e , Z a r u r ' s name probably appears more f r e q u e n t l y than 
any other s i n g l e candidate i n many p a r t s of B r a z i l . The S t a t e of Rio de 
J a n e i r o , outside the c i t y , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y h e a v i l y placarded. Other 
l o c a l p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e f f o r t s are probably underway, according 
to sn i s o l a t e d r e p o r t . 

B r a z i l i a n s encounter Zarur most f r e q u e n t l y over Radio Mundial. 
Though t h i s s t a t i o n has music, news, and other t r a d i t i o n a l f e a t u r e s , i t 
devotes i t s peak afternoon and evening hours to the message of i t s 
p r o p r i e t o r . The u s u a l s e t t i n g i s a radio " r e v i v a l meeting". LBV mem­
bers t e s t i f y emotionally to the m e r i t s of Zarur and h i s candidacy, to 
the r e f r a i n of audience applause and shouting of s l o g a n s — " J e s u s i s 
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C a l l i n g " , "Long L i v e Zarur", e t c . Then Zarur i s introduced, and speaks 
slowly and unctuously i n h i s r i c h bass v o i c e , enhanced by an echo-box 
and by s o f t music ( r e l i g i o u s or movie) i n the background. He exhorts 
h i s f o l l o w e r s to love, to c h a r i t y , to i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h thehumble, to 
patience and v i r t u e i n t h e i r p e rsonal l i v e s . And he spreads the v i s i o n 
of the promised land that w i l l come when he i s e l e c t e d P resident. I t 
i s a b e l i e f of Zarur z e a l o t s that a g l a s s of water p l a c e d by the r a d i o 
w h i l e he speaks w i l l / m f g n e t i z e d by him and t h e r e a f t e r help to cure 
p h y s i c a l and s p i r i t u a l a i l m e n t s . 

S t a t i s t i c s about the Zarur movement are so f a r not a v a i l a b l e . 
According to the booklet c i t e d above, the LBV accomplished the f o l l o w ­
ing a c t i v i t i e s i n the S t a t e of Guanabara during 1960: 

Value i n 
Un i t s C r u z e i r o s 

P l a t e s of soup and food 1,500,000 7,500,000 
P r o v i s i o n s and powdered milk 240,000 10,000,000 
Medical c o n s u l t a t i o n s 48,000 14,000,000 
Medicines and p r e s c r i p t i o n s 360,000 16,000,000 
Aid i n money 6,000 12,000,000 
A r t i c l e s of Domestic use 24,000 9,000,000 
Dental A s s i s t a n c e 3,600 720,000 

2,181,600 Cr$69,220,000 

The same source e s t i m a t e s t o t a l c h a r i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n s f o r an unnamed 
year a t 1-1/2 b i l l i o n c r u z e i r o s . 

Comment: Whether or not Zarur i s s i n c e r e , he has thousands of 
devoted f o l l o w e r s a l l over B r a z i l , most of them from the poorest and 
most d i s t r e s s e d p a r t s of B r a z i l i a n s o c i e t y . I t i s p r e c i s e l y t h i s group 
that i s beginning to awaken to the p o s s i b i l i t y of b e t t e r i n g i t s l o t 
through p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n — a n d t h a t i s being wooed by Communists, 
B r i z o l i s t s , and other l e f t i s t movements. I t i s a group of i n c r e a s i n g 
p o l i t i c a l importance, whose s i g n i f i c a n c e may r i s e s p e c t a c u l a r l y i f the 
f r a n c h i s e i s broadened by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendment or by an extension 
of a d u l t l i t e r a c y . At f i r s t s i g h t i t would seem t h a t Zarur would take 
votes away from the r e v o l u t i o n a r y a g i t a t o r s . I t may w e l l be, however, 
that Zarur does not compete d i r e c t l y w i t h the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . His 
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r e l i g i o n and movement appeal more to the p a s s i v e d i s t r e s s e d , to those 
who seek r e l i e f from s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e by escaping from s o c i e t y r a t h e r 
than by f i g h t i n g i t . I n t h i s sense, though a c t i n g as an a l t e r n a t i v e 
to r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , he may a t t r a c t votes that would 
normally go to c o n s e r v a t i v e candidates under the i n f l u e n c e of employers 
l a n d l o r d s , p o l i t i c a l bosses, and others who t r a d i t i o n a l l y c o n t r o l the 
votes of many B r a z i l i a n poor people. 

As a movement, Zar u r ' s movement, de s p i t e i t s n o n - r a c i a l c h a r a c t e r , 
seems s i m i l a r to the r e l i g i o u s - s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s which have appeared 
among Negroes and other d i s t r e s s e d minority groups i n the United S t a t e s 
I t o f f e r s to the poor B r a z i l i a n favelado or peasant an o r g a n i z a t i o n 
which provides him w i t h a f e e l i n g of belonging and of purpose, which i s 
i n a sense h i s own, and which o f f e r s r e l i e f outside the apparently 
immutable p o l i t i c a l and economic s t r u c t u r e of B r a z i l i a n s o c i e t y without 
c a l l i n g down r e p r i s a l from the Laxv or the Government. Through i t , 
people who f e e l p h y s i c a l l y and economically powerless a g a i n s t a s o c i a l 
system they cannot understand can n e v e r t h e l e s s make themselves f e e l 
superior to those who c o n t r o l t h e i r l i v e s by a t t a i n i n g personal goodnes 
and'Good W i l l " ; they can then hope t h a t as a r e s u l t of t h e i r p ersonal 
v i r t u e , there w i l l be d i v i n e i n t e r v e n t i o n which w i l l b r i n g t h e i r leader 
to power and inaugurate a heaven on e a r t h . 

G e n e r a l l y speaking, popular movements such as t h a t of Zarur a r e 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t a poor and d i s t r e s s e d p a r t of s o c i e t y i s beginning to 
awake from lethargy and seek r e l i e f . They are, however, u s u a l l y only 
a temporary stage. Unless r e a l r e l i e f i s forthcoming, t h e i r adherents 
w i l l e v e n t u a l l y become l e s s p a s s i v e and turn towards a d i r e c t and 
re v o l u t i o n a r y a t t a c k on s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . To t h i s extent, the 
development of the Zarur movement may provide an i n d i c a t i o n of changing 
c u r r e n t s i n B r a z i l i a n s o c i e t y . 

For the Ambassador: 

C h a r l e s C. Carson 
F i r s t S e c r e t a r y 
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