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S U B J E C T : Cr i t i ca l R e m a r k s of Governor SODRE at Inauguratio^#&TN& ; )C° 
Ul t rafer t i l Center B U ^Un 
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Governor Abreu Sodre ' s abil i ty to lose f r iends and a l ienate people was 
i l lus t ra ted again on October 14 at the inaugurat ion of a new Ul t ra fer t i l 
Agr icu l tu ra l Service Center in the City of A v a r e . The Ul t rafer t i l p r o ­
ject i s an ideal one combining Braz i l i an and Amer i can p r iva te capi tal 
in a Braz i l i an- led company, devoted to ag r i cu l tu ra l development, and 
with the a s s i s t ance of an AID loan. 
Governor Sodre did not endear himself when he kept Minis ter of P l an ­
ning, BELTRAO, U. S. AID Minis ter Stuart VAN DYKE and s e v e r a l 
hundred distinguished gues ts waiting in the blazing heat and dust for 
over an hour and a half. After compl imentary r e m a r k s by s eve ra l high-
ranking Braz i l ian officials such as the Minis ter of Planning, lauding 
th is example of U. S. - Brazi l ian cooperat ion for the benefit of B r a z i l ' s 
development, Governor Sodre made one of his cl iche-fi l led speeches 
which among the plat i tudes unfortunately included sentences c r i t i ca l 
of the U. S. Although he did not mention Viet -Nam by name, he deplored 
U. S. mi l i t a ry expendi tures and urged the U. S. to " u s e i t s funds for 
peace , not war . " Then r e f e r r i ng d i rec t ly to Minis te r Van Dyke by 
name, he launched into an uncal led-for and t ac t l e s s argument , s tat ing 
that Braz i l did not wish foreign capital which would exploit the w o r k e r s ; 
B raz i l wished foreign capital on p rope r t e r m s ; that foreign capital 
mus t be for the benefit of the people, and that it mus t be willing to 
work in conjunction with Braz i l i an capital and in accordance with 
Braz i l i an laws . 
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Comment : The Gove rno r ' s s t a tements were especia l ly i r r e l evan t 
and unnecessa ry , given the occasion and the fact that Ul t ra fe r t i l i s 
so highly favorable for Braz i l . Most of the audience appeared taken-
aback and e m b a r r a s s e d by the Governor ' s r e m a r k s and gave him only 
perfunctory applause . Severa l months ago the Governor "dropped a 
lead ba l loon" in a s imi l a r speech r e f e r r i n g to Amer i can capi tal 
before the Amer i can Chamber of C o m m e r c e . Let us hope this la tes t 
example of infelici tous phraseology and ineptness , or e l se of an i l l -
conceived at tempt to appeal to nat ionalis t sen t iment , i s a t e m p o r a r y 
abe r ra t ion . 
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