
• I E P T . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

O K I G I N / A C T I O N 

R M / R 

/ 

R E P A F A R A 

E U R F E N E A C U 

I N R 

5 
E P I O 

L F B O A I D 

RSS 
1 

/ Moil*' 

A G R C O M F R B I N T 

L A B T A R T R X M B 

A I R A R M Y 

T 
N A V Y 

s 
O S D . 

3f 
U S I A 

/o 
fjs A C I A 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

L 
Original to be F i l ed in Decentralized F i l e s . 

W DBFS &Rfl 
F I L E D E S I G N A T I O N 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE A-721 
H A N D L I N G I N D I C A T O R 

TO : Department of State 
DEC a 2 go FH iS53 . 

: BRASILIA, RECIFE, SAO PAULO, BELEM, BELO HORIZONTE, 
PORTO ALEGRE, SALVADOR, USCINCSO 

S U G G E S T E D D I S T R I B U T I O N 

P O S T R O U T I N G 

T O : 
A M B / 
P O 

Action Info. In i t ia l 

Act ion T a k e n : 

Date: 

I n i t i o 

FROM : Amembassy RIO DE JANEIRO 

SUBJECT : A i r Minister Extolls IA-5 

R E F : 

DATE: December 15, I969 

fuSCINCSO ALSO PASS FOR POLAD 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF 
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS-) 

DEC 2 3 1969 
Continued support of I n s t i t u t i o n a l Act 5 w i t h i n the ranks of the 
m i l i t a r y was evidenced on December 13 by Minister of Aviation 
M^rcio de Sousa e Melo i n a speech commemorating Navy Day. 
December 13 also marked the f i r s t anniversary of IA-5, and 
Sousa e Melo used the occasion to praise the decision of President 
Costa e Silva to promulgate the Act. In the face of recent statements 
by President Medici expressing hope f o r a return to democracy and 
cal l s by the press and MDB spokesmen f o r an end to IA-5, 
Sousa e Melo emphasized i n his speech the 'duty of the m i l i t a r y 
and of c i v i l i a n s to combat re l e n t l e s s l y a l l of the masked and s l y 
enemies of Brazil's t r a n q u i l i t y and development, which permits 
when necessary the adoption of a structure superior to democracy 
to look a f t e r the r e a l interests of the people...It i s unacceptable," 
he continued,"that those who raise arms to stab the country and 
k i l l indiscriminately should be protected by privileges and 
indi v i d u a l considerations when they have divorced themselves from 
law and j u s t i c e . . . I n our game of t r u t h , r i g h t s are the counterparts 
of duties." 

Comment: Although the m i l i t a r y has been r e l a t i v e l y softspoken i n 
i t s public pronouncements since the accession of President Medici, 
the growing boldness of major newspapers and the p o l i t i c a l 
opposition to c a l l for IA-5's repeal appears to be provoking a 
to-be-expected counterreaction. The anniversary of IA-5 was an 
appropriate enough occasion f o r e x t o l l i n g the Act's virtues,- however, 
the A i r Minister's speech should be taken also as a warning to the 
c r i t i c s i n general and possibly^to^rre1!l4§f}t Medici i n p a r t i c u l a r 
of the m i l i t a r y ' s feelings on the matter. 
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