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Subject: B r a z i l : Possible I n v i t a t i o n t o President 
Costa e S i l v a from President Johnson 

0 

When the B r a z i l i a n Chairman o f the House Foreign 
A f f a i r s Committee, Raimundo Padilha, r e t u r n e d t o B r a z i l 
February 7 he t o l d the B r a z i l i a n press t h a t through him 
President Johnson had i n v i t e d President Costa e S i l v a t o 
v i s i t the United States (Rio's 5318)„ I n a l a t e r d i s ­
cussion w i t h an Embassy o f f i c e r , Padilha s a i d he conveyed 
the i n v i t a t i o n to President Costa e S i l v a who "reacted 
f a v o r a b l y " and noted t h a t "normal d i p l o m a t i c channels 
should now be used" (Rio's 1889) 0 B i l l Bowdler has t o l d 
us he has been t r y i n g to f i n d out the f a c t s of the matter 
so t h a t we could i n s t r u c t our Embassy on how t o handle 
i n q u i r i e s from the B r a z i l i a n press and GOB o f f i c i a l s . 

I n t h i s morning's B r a z i l i a n press, there was a 
reference t o George C h r i s t i a n ' s statement yesterday about 
President Stroessner's v i s i t and renewed s p e c u l a t i o n 
about a pos s i b l e v i s i t by Costa e S i l v a . Ambassador 
T u t h i l l has an appointment w i t h President Costa e S i l v a 
e a r l y tomorrow afternoon and would l i k e to know what he may 
say to the B r a z i l i a n President i n case the matter comes up. 
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The.Department does not b e l i e v e t h a t Costa e S i l v a 
should, be i n v i t e d t o the United States on an o f f i c i a l v i s i t 
t h i s year. The way h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been developing, 
and the i n c r e a s i n g p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t h i s regime w i l l assume 
even more a u t h o r i t a r i a n overtones, adds to the i n a d v i s a b i l i t y 
of the President a s s o c i a t i n g himself too c l o s e l y i n p u b l i c 
w i t h Costa e S i l v a t h i s year c 

Should B r a z i l decide t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n Hemisfair, 
Costa e S i l v a could e a s i l y be included w i t h other L a t i n 
American presidents i n being greeted by the President i n 
Texas„ 

The Department b e l i e v e s we should t r y and avoid any 
f u r t h e r p u b l i c i t y i n B r a z i l about the s o - c a l l e d " i n v i t a t i o n " 
and, i f not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h what the President has s a i d , 
would l i k e t o i n s t r u c t Ambassador T u t h i l l as f o l l o w s : i f 
President Costa e S i l v a r a i s e s the matter, Ambassador 
T u t h i l l should inform him t h a t President Johnson desires 
t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r close and f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s and t h a t 
the President would, o f course, be glad t o have Costa e 
S i l v a v i s i t the United States at some mutually convenient 
time; the schedule of such v i s i t s f o r 1968 has already been 
set although perhaps such a v i s i t could be arranged f o r 
some time next year; should Costa e S i l v a v i s i t the United 
States i n connection w i t h the opening o f Hemisfair 
President Johnson would be glad t o greet him i n Texas 
along w i t h other v i s i t i n g L a t i n American p r e s i d e n t s . 

I understand t h a t B i l l Bowdler has already b r i e f e d 
you t o some extent on t h i s matter and t h a t Bob Sayre has 
discussed i t w i t h you by telephone. We would appreciate a 
c a l l from you, i f p o s s i b l e t h i s a fternoon or t h i s evening, 
as t o what we may t e l l Ambassador T u t h i l l o 

c 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 
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Enclosures: 

1. Copy o f Rio's telegram 5318. 
2. Copy of Rio's telegram 1889. 

ARA- LA/BR: JBKuip i s c h : 2 /21/ 68: ds 
v e x t . 3066 

Clearances 

ARA - Mr 0 Sayre 

$r - Mr. Bray 7 / I 
S/CPR - Mr. King : <- stance) 
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SUBJECT j POSSIBLE INVITATION T O COSTA E SILVA 

I? A T HIS REQUESTv DEPUTY RAIMUNDC P A D j L H A , (CHAIRMAN 
OF CHAMBER DEPUTIES FOREIGN RELATIONS C O M M I T T E E ) / CALLED 
ON POL C O U N S E L O R FEBRUARY J 2 TC DISCUSS PRESUMED 
I N V T T A T I C N FRPM PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO COSTA E S I L ' V A . 

2 . P O L COUNSELOR A 5 <' E D PAD I L K A F O R DETAILS O F 

I N V I T A 7 I 0 N AND LATTER GAVE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT J 
E A R L Y EVENING FEBRUARY \ i BRAZILIAN MEMBERS OF 
CHRISTIAN L E A O E R S 1 1 ! - GROUP WERE AT HOTEL S H E R A T O N , 
WASHINGTON* PRESIDENT JOHNSON* ACCOMPANIED B Y 

P A G E 2 R U E S U Z J 8 8 S C O N F I D E N T I A L 

V I C E P R E S I D E N T H U M P H R E Y * S E N A T O R S C A R L S O N A N D J A V I T S J 

W E S T V I R G I N I A G O V E R N O R H U L E T T S M I T H / A N D O T H E R S , 

V I S I T E D B R I E F L Y W I T H B R A Z I L I A N G R O U P . P A D I L H A 

W A S I N T R O D U C E D T C 0 R E S I D E N T A S G R O U P L E A D E R A N D 

T H E Y S P Q K E F O R A B O U T T W 0 " T H R E E M I N U T E S * P R E S I D E N T 

P R A I S E D B R A Z I L * R E C A L L E D H J S M E E T I N G W J T H C O S T A 

E S R . V A A T P U N T A D E L E S V E ; A N D , A C C O R D I N G T O P A D I L H A J 
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Department of State 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 

P A G E 0| R I O D E 05318 072208Z 
c •• 

82 
A C T I O N ARA 16 

U i '• i j 

I N F O S S 2 0 / G P M 03/-H 0 2 , C I A E 0 0 , D 0 D E 0 0 , I N R 0 7 , N S A E 0 0 / P 04J>RSC ' 

U S I A 1 2 / N S C 10.-RSR. 0j,MM 0 W / 0 7 7 H 

W/ 
i i 
t i 

0\, 

O B t' P 

R 07 19VJZ F E B 68 
F M A M E M B A S S Y R I O D E J A N E I R O 

T O S E C S T A T E W A S H D C 9 9 S 8 

U N C L A S R J O D E J A N E I R O 53 18 

A T T E N T I O N S K U B I S H 

J O I N T E M B A S S Y - ' U S J S M E S S A G E 

J'» D E P U T Y R A I M C N D O P A D I L H A , C H A I R M A N F O R E I G N A F F A I R S 
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B R A Z I L I A N P A R L I A M E N T A R I A N C O M M I S S I O N . H A S T O L D 

L O C A L P R E S S I N A I R P O R T I N T E R V I E W T H A T Q U O T E 

P R E S I D E N T J O H N S O N H A S I N V I T E D P R E S I D E N T C O S T A E 

S I L V A T O T H E U S T O D I S C U S S M U T U A L P R O B L E M S U N Q U O T E « 

A C C O R D I N G P A D I L H A P A R L I A M E N T A R Y C O M M I S S I O N W A S T O L D 
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M O R R O W . U S I S H A S U N O F F I C I A L L Y S A I D T O P R E S S W E 

H A V E N O K N O W L E D G E S U C H I N V I T A T I O N . 
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ASKED PADILHA TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY AND TRANSMIT 
TO COSTA E SILVA INVITATION TO VISIT U S . PADILHA 
CONTINUED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE PRESIDENT?S C O M P L I ­
MENTARY REMARKS ABOUT BRAZIL AND ITS PRESIDENT TO 
BE NORMAL PROTOCOLARY ONES BUT THAT INVITATION WAS 
STATED "FIRMLY AND CATEGORICALLY"s 

.3c PADILHA SAW COSTA E SILVA AFTERNOON FEBRUARY 9 
IN PET ROPOLIS* SAID HE GAVE ABOVE ACCOUNT TO 
PRESIDENT WHO REACTED FAVORABLY TO I N O T A T I O N * 
NOTING THAT NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS SHOULD NOW 
BE U S E D , AT SAME TIME; ACCORDING P A D I L H A ; COSTA 
E SILVA AUTHORIZED HIM TO QUERY US AS TO STATUS OF 

PAGE 3 RUESUZ 1883 C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 
INVITATION WHICH PADILHA WAS DOING VIA THIS 
VISlTo POL COUNSELOR TOLD PADILHA HE W Q U L O SEEK 
DETAILS AND LET Hi-- KNOW ASA.Po COMMENT j PADILHA 
IS SERIOUS CONGRESSMAN; NOT NOR M A L L Y G j V E N TO 
FLIGHTS OP FANCY* AT SAME fIM E s IT APPEARS HE 
MAY BE PRESSING US IN ORDER GET HIMSELF OFF 
HOOK HAVING PUCLTCL'"1' ANNOUNCED AN QUOTE INVITATION 
U N Q U O T E . IN EI TWER CASE* WOULD APPRECIATE CABLE 
REPLY SOONEST RE STATUS OF " I N V I T A T I O N " , 

fc« I SHALL BE IN BRASILIA UNTIL NOON LOCAL TIME 
FEBRUARY !3* 

TUTHILL 
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