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L A B O R : 
SUBJECT : JORNAL DO BRASIL C r i t i c i z e s Const i tut ion on Right to Str ike 

R E F 

r 

CEPP D-17, F A M 247 and 412 

Commenting on fact that new GOB const i tut ion effected before 
inaugurat ion of Pres ident Costa e Si lva prohib i t s r i g h t to s t r i k e , 
JORNAL DO BRASIL A p r i l 12 c r i t i c i z e d "ar rogant and a r i s t o c r a t i c 
manner" of nation t o w a r d w o r k e r s , adding that pol icy "augurs nothing 
good for the fu ture . " 

Paper r e f e r s to recent conference by PUC professor E v a r i s t o de 
M o r a i s F i lho i n which he noted that Paragraph 7, A r t i c l e 157 forbids 
w o r k stoppages i n "essent ia l a c t i v i t i e s . " Paper quotes M o r a i s F i lho 
as saying such a law can ef fect ively impede any type of s t r i k e , except 
perhaps i n "boutiques and beauty salons. " 

Paper asks "What was the author of the Const i tut ion t r y i n g to d o ? " 
Was i t to put B r a z i l behind " a l l democrat ic nations of the w o r l d . " 
Paper says c a r e f u l r e - e x a m i n a t i o n of Paragraph 7, A r t i c l e 157 by 
Congress is " indispensable" , adding "way i t is f o r m u l a t e d denies 
to the workers the most v i t a l of labor r i g h t s . " 

Stating that the "nat ion faces a grave choice" i n the m a t t e r , JORNAL DO 
BRASIL cites "at least one reason f o r hope", r e f e r r i n g to Labor 
M i n i s t e r Jarbas P a s s a r i n h o ' s ' l i b e r a l and p r o g r e s s i v e " po l i c ies . 
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Paper ca l ls f o r choice that w i l l " l i b e r a t e the unions f r o m the 
monstrous embrace of the Labor M i n i s t r y , t r a n s f o r m i n g them 
into autonomous socia l forces w o r k i n g for the interests of the 
w o r k e r s , " i f th is doesn't occur, paper foresees unions "eventual ly 
l i b e r a t i n g themselves by t h e i r own hand" w i t h " inevi table l e f t i s t 
mot ivat ions . 11 

Concludes JORNAL DO BRASIL: " A society that spurns i t s w o r k e r s 
and maintains them under an unjust tutelage is a r m i n g the w o r k e r s 
against i t se l f . " 

C O M M E N T : Re Para 4 - - L a b o r M i n i s t e r Passarinho used the occasion 
of the A p r i l 9 c los ing ceremonies of the Nat ional Confederation of 

I n d u s t r i a l W o r k e r s Congress to r e a f f i r m his previous public 
statements favouring free trade unions and his "opposi t ion to lef t 
and r i g h t wing d ic ta torships . " 
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