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SUBJECT : IBOPE P o l l s Show Medici A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Gaining 
i n P o p u l a r i t y 

R E F : Sao Paulo memorandum o f conversation, "Public 
Opinion on Various P o l i t i c a l Questions", dated 

T 18 February 1971 ~| 
JOINT USIS-EMBASSY MESSAGE 

Summary: Two recent a r t i c l e s appearing i n Rio news­
papers have reported surveys by the independent 
B r a z i l i a n I n s t i t u t e o f Public Opinion and S t a t i s t i c s 
(IBOPE) which i n d i c a t e t h a t the Medici A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
i s h i g h l y popular i n S3o Paulo. One survey series 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t the p r o p o r t i o n expressing themselves 
as "very s a t i s f i e d " w i t h the Medici Government rose 
from 58 percent i n A p r i l 1970 to 85 percent i n February 
1971. The p r o p o r t i o n j u d g i n g the Medici Government to 
be e i t h e r e x c e l l e n t or good rose from 75 percent i n 
October 1970 to 84 percent i n March 1971. 

o o 

o i The conservative, pro-government Rio newspaper 0 Globg 
on March 31 reported on a series o f IBOPE surveys 7X1 

conducted i n the c i t y of S3o Paulo, from A p r i l 1970 
down through February 1971, which sought t o measure 
the p o p u l a r i t y o f the Medici a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The 
i d e n t i c a l question, asked i n seven surveys spread out 
over t h i s 11-month p e r i o d , was as f o l l o w s : " I n general, 
are you very s a t i s f i e d , only a l i t t l e s a t i s f i e d , or 
not a t a l l s a t i s f i e d w i t h the Government of President 

no 
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A p r i l 
1970 

June 
1970 

Aug. 
1970 

Sept. 
1970 

Nov. 
1970 

Dec. 
1970 

Feb. 
1971 

Very s a t i s f i e d 58% 72% 70% 84% 74% 81% 85% 

Only a l i t t l e 21 12 15 9 16 11 11 

Not a t a l l 2 3 2 1 2 1 1 

Don 81 know 19 13 13 6 8 7 3 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

A breakdown of the r e p l i e s i n the February 1971 survey by economic 
classes show t h a t the only s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between classes 
was a higher percentage o f "don't knows" among those w i t h lower 
incomes, amounting t o 10% among the lower middle class and 127D 

among the poor, contrasted w i t h only 3% "don't knows" among the 
r i c h and the upper middle class. 

I n the February 1971 survey, those saying "very s a t i s f i e d " amounted 
to 85% among the r i c h and the upper middle class, 76% among the 
middle class, and 76% among the poor. (Note: This does not aver­
age out t o the o v e r - a l l f i g u r e o f 85% shown i n the t a b l e above and 
thus casts some doubt on the accuracy of t h a t f i g u r e f o r the t o t a l 
sample. I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , IBOPE published only the f i g u r e s cor­
responding t o the upper and middle class respondents.) 

The 0 Globo a r t i c l e s a i d n othing about the number o f persons i n t e r ­
viewed i n these S3o Paulo surveys, but an o f f i c i a l o f IBOPE has 
informed the Embassy t h a t quota samples of approximately 500 cases 
were used i n each survey. 

A second newspaper a r t i c l e , t h i s one i n Folha de Sgo Paulo o f 
March 14, reported on an IBOPE survey i n S2o Paulo and compared i t 
w i t h an e a r l i e r survey of October 1970« I n both surveys, the i -
d e n t i c l e question was asked: " I n general, how would you describe 
the Government of President Medici, up u n t i l now?: e x c e l l e n t ; 
good; f a i r ( " r e g u l a r " ) ; bad; or t e r r i b l e ? " . Results o f the March 
1971 survey were as f o l l o w s : 
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Good 
F a i r 
Bad 
T e r r i b l e 
Don't know 

1 0 0 7 o 

No s i m i l a r t a b l e i s given f o r r e p l i e s t o the same question i n 
October 1 9 7 0 , but the t e x t o f the s t o r y says t h a t i n the October 
p o l l the t o t a l of " e x c e l l e n t plus good" was 7 5 7 o , i n comparison 
w i t h a t o t a l of 8 4 7 > saying e x c e l l e n t or good i n the March 1 9 7 1 

survey,, IBOPE has i n d i c a t e d t h a t quota samples of 5 0 0 cases were 
also used i n these surveys. 

COMMENT: I t i s unfortunate t h a t IBOPE's use o f quota sampling 
makes i t impossible t o determine sampling e r r o r , which can be c a l ­
c u l a t e d only when random ( p r o b a b i l i t y ) samples are used. Thus 
the degree by which the sample's answers could vary, plus or minus, 
from the views which the t o t a l a d u l t c i t i z e n r y o f S3.o Paulo holds, 
remains unknown. 

However, the consistency w i t h which successive surveys have found 
very l a r g e m a j o r i t i e s approving the Medici Government, and only 
very small m i n o r i t i e s expressing disapproval, leads to the common 
sense conclusion t h a t the surveys are broadly v a l i d i n d e p i c t i n g 
the Medici Government as being h i g h l y popular among Pa u l i s t a s . 

This supposition i s r e i n f o r c e d f u r t h e r by the f i n d i n g s o f a year-
aid Gallup P o l l survey i n S3o Paulo which r e g i s t e r e d overwhelming 
p u b l i c optimism: 7 5 7 , s a i d 1 9 7 1 would be a b e t t e r year than 1 9 7 0 , 
as against only 8 7 , saying worse; 7 3 7 , s a i d 1 9 7 1 would be a year o f 
economic p r o s p e r i t y , against 2 0 7 o who foresaw economic d i f f i c u l t i e s ; 
7 5 7 , p r e d i c t e d increased employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s , w i t h 1 6 7 , f o r e ­
seeing problems; 4 8 7 , s a i d t h e i r standard o f l i v i n g was r i s i n g , 
9 7 , s a i d i t was f a l l i n g , 4 3 7 . s a i d i t continued the same. 

Unf o r t u n a t e l y , s i m i l a r survey data i s not a v a i l a b l e f o r other areas 
of B r a z i l . Public optimism would probably be lower i n some areas 
such as the p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n Northeast. Nevertheless, general 
p u b l i c esteem f o r President Medici appears to be nationwide, w i t h 
only r e g i o n a l v a r i a t i o n s . 
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Usually very serious and d i g n i f i e d i n h i s p u b l i c appearances, pro­
j e c t i n g a strong f a t h e r or grandfather image, the President has 
also shown h i m s e l f capable a t times of the b r i g h t smile (most o f t e n 
a t soccer games). Indeed, no small p a r t o f the h i g h popular regard 
f o r the present B r a z i l i a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s due t o the a c t i v e 
p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s e f f o r t o f the f e d e r a l government, a campaign d i ­
r e c t e d by Col. Octavio Costa, which continuously places i t s message 
on r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n and i n t o the press. The message i s t h a t 
B r a z i l i s prospering, t h a t a l l the people should work f o r develop­
ment (Pra f r e n t e B r a s i l ) , t h a t the country i s p l a y i n g an a c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r o l e (ninguem segura mais este p a i s ) , and t h a t i n 
a l l o f t h i s the f e d e r a l government i s leading the way. Medici's 
two predecessors, Presidents C a s t e l l o Branco and Costa e S i l v a , 
d i d not have a p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s e f f o r t on anything l i k e the pre­
sent scale. 

The p o p u l a r i t y o f the Medici Government, however, i s not based 
s o l e l y on t h i s p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s operation. The p o p u l a r i t y of the 
present regime i s also based on concrete government measures i n ­
tended t o improve the l o t o f the people, which f i r e t h e i r imagina­
t i o n and s t i m u l a t e t h e i r energies. Such mammoth undertakings as 
the " N a t i o n a l I n t e g r a t i o n Scheme" f o r the c o l o n i z a t i o n and develop­
ment of the sparsely-populated Amazon Basin, extensive road-
b u i l d i n g , expansion o f n a t i o n a l s t e e l production, e t c . , give the 
average B r a z i l i a n p r i d e i n the achievements of h i s country. The 
c r e a t i o n i n August 1970 of a " S o c i a l I n t e g r a t i o n Program", through 
which s a l a r i e d workers w i l l i n theory b e n e f i t from a p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n fund, and a program announced March 31 which w i l l provide 
medical services and pensions f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l workers f o r the 
f i r s t time, strengthened the President's image as a person con* 
cerned f o r the common man. 

Medici's image, based on an apparent concern f o r broad s o c i a l and 
economic development and a strong defense o f n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s , 
has been l a b e l l e d "Medicismo" by the popular weekly magazine 
Manchete. With the b e n e f i t s o f a r a p i d l y expanding economy 
acruing to the upper and middle classes and slowly f i l t e r i n g down 
somewhat to an ever-growing number of lower income B r a z i l i a n s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the south-center i n d u s t r i a l i z e d region, people are 
wont to overlook the more repressive c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the present 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t o i n d i c a t e strong support and confidence i n 
President Medici and the t h i r d post-Revolution government. 
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