; 4:2%L A/ Mgé%i,,
/k) 7V 13-32 450 a &
Department of State TELE

CONFIDENTIAL P43

PAGE @1 BRASIL #1785 292027Z CEE:>

42
ACTION ARA=14

INFD OcT-01 CIAE=@@ DODE=2@ PM=0&6 H=02 INR=86 L=03 NSAE-@0
NSC=18 P-03 RsSc=-21 PRS=0] SS=14:. USIA=12 AlD=28 PC=04

\_/ T AR CToa RN e eSS perEe @73@84

P R/291935Z NOV 71 |
FM AMEMBASSY BRASILIA M
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIOQRITY 2777 J 2:

0\

S

“ 3
/Q;;j;?\ INRE=@@ /@98 W %

INFO AMCONSUL RECIFE
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRD
AMCONSUL SAO PAULD
USCINCSOD

CONFIDENTTI AL BRASILIA 1785 |

SUBUECT: TISTOWNISTER DISMISSED
REFs USDAO RIO 26163082 NOV 71

1o SUMMARY: ON NOVEMBER 27 PRESS: ANNOUNCED PRESIDENT
MEDICI'S DECISIQM TO ACCEPT RESIGNATION AIR MINISTER
MARCIO SOUSA E MELOs IN FACT2 THE MINISTER HAD BEEN
FIRED SEVERAL' DAYS PREVIOUSLYe THIS IS ONLY SECOND
CABINET DISMISSAL IN OVER TWO 'YEARS OF THE MEDIC!
ADMINISTRATIONs IT ALSO CULMINATES A GROWING
FACTIONALISM WITHIN AIR FORCE BETWEEN SOUSA E MELD
SUPPORTFRS AND THOSE OF FORMER AIR FORCE LEADER BRIGo
EDUARDO GOMESe DESIGNATED TO REPLACE 'SOUSA E MELO 1S
RETIRED BRIGADIER JOELMIR CAMPOS DE ARARIPE MACEDO
WHO ASSUMES OFFICE TODAY» NOVEMBER 29e END SUMMARY s

2 ALTHOUGH PEG FOR DISMISSAL WAS REPORTEDLY POLICY
DIFFERENCES OVER TACTICAL! USE OF CERTAIN AIRCRAFT
SQUADRONS, SOUSA E MELD WAS FIRED FROM HIS POSITION

FOR VARIETY DOF REASONSs NOT THE LEAST THESE REASONS

WERE! GEMERAL INFFFECTIVENESS AS ATR MINISTER AND REPEATED
FAILURE TO CARRY OUT ORDERSs MOREOVERs DURING HIS
INCUMBENCY, GROWING DISSIDENCE AROSE/I WITHIN AIR FORCE
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RANKS BETWEEN HIS OWN SUPPORTERS AND OTHER FACTIONS:s THE
PRINCIPAL' OF WHICH WAS SPEAR=HEADED BY RETIRED BRIGs EDUARDD
GOMES, 1929'S "TENENTE", FORMER AIR FORCE CHIEFTAIN DURING
WWI1s AND DEFEATED PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WHOSE NAME
SANCROSANT IN BRAZILIAN MILITARY AVIATIONs. THERE WAS ALSO
CONSIDERATION THAT sSQuUSA E MELO GAVE FREE REIN TO THOSE
HARDENED ELEMENTS WITHIN AIR FORCE WHO ENGAGED IN

REPRESSIVE ANT!=-SUBVERSION ACTIVITY, LEADING TO CONSIDERABLE
CRITICISMe ANOTHER FACTOR IN AIR MINISTER'S DOWNFALL WAS
PERSISTENT REPORTS OF CORRUPTION WITHIN THE MINISTRY DURING
HIS INCUMBENCYe IN SPITE OF ABOVE,; HOWEVER2 PRESIDENT

MEDICI STILL ADDRESSED WARM PUBLIC LETTER TO SOUSA E MELO
COMMENDING LATTER'S DEDICATION AND PATRIQTISM.

3+ BRIGs JOELMIR ARARIPEF MACEDO IS HIGHLY RESPECTED
OFFICER WITH ENGINEFRING BACKGROUND. HE HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN
PROJECTION OF NEW SUPERSONIC INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

BEING BUILT IN RIO DE JANEI!ROe HIS APPOINTMENT BELIEVED
DUE TO HIS EXCELLENT RECORD AS A TECHNICIAN AND

A "DOER™ AND TO HIS NEUTRAL POSITION IN AIR FORCE
INTERNECINE STRUGGLE., BI10 DATA FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM.

4s COMMENTS: AS DAO HAS REEN REPORTING: SOUSA E MELO'S
DISMISSAL WAS LONG EXPECTED2s BUT TIMING WAS UNCERTAINS
PRESIDENT MEDICI'S MEASURED ACTION IN FIRING SOUSA E MELO
PRORABRLY REFLECTS THE CONFLICT RETWEEN HIS DESIRE

TO GET RID OF AN INEFFECTIVE AND TROUBLESOME

MINISTER AND AT THE SAMF TIME PRESERVE THE APPEARANCE OF
UNITY IN HIS GOVERNMENT AND SOLIDARITY WITHIN

THE ARMED FORCESe GP=3,
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