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B r a s i l i a 3654 (20 Sept. 1972) 
SUMMARY 
This r epo r t examines in some depth one of B r a z i l ' s g r ea t ins t i tu t ions , 
the newspaper O Es tado de S. Paulo (The State of Sao Paulo) . The pape r 
re f l ec t s the t rad i t ions and guiding phi losophies of i ts founders and p r e s e n t 
owners , the Mesquita family. F a r from the "objec t ive o b s e r v e r " school 
of journa l i sm, the Es tado has made powerful enemies and staunch f r i ends . 
The pape r c a t e r s only to an e l i te , informed, and demanding r eade r sh ip to 
which it makes few concess ions . The financial s ecu r i t y and independence 
of the newspaper is an ed i to r ia l necess i ty , as well a s in the economic 
i n t e r e s t of i ts owners . The Es tado is today involved in continual sk i rmish ­
ing with the government over the i s sue of p r e s s c enso r sh ip . 

To be uncompromis ing , h a r s h as t ru th , and e a r n e s t were qual i t ies 
Will iam Lloyd G a r r i s o n looked for in a g rea t newspaper . O E s t a d o de 
S. Paulo qualifies on all t h r e e counts . The people who run the Es t ado 
and work for it a l so take it v e r y s e r ious ly . They a r e convinced that 
the Es t ado is one of the p r e - e m i n e n t dai ly p a p e r s in the world and the i r 
m i s s i o n is to p r e s e r v e i ts t rad i t ions and keep it g r ea t . 
The Es t ado makes few concess ions , even to i ts r e a d e r s . The contents 
a r e p r e sen t ed in the d ryes t manner pos s ib l e . What is offered is c o m ­
ple te , a c c u r a t e coverage of daily events in B r a z i l and around the world 
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and the p re sumpt ive wisdom of i ts ed i to r s in comment ing on these even t s . 
It is wri t ten for s e r i o u s r e a d e r s who want to be well informed and a r e 
willing to make the effort to r ead the pape r . The Es tado does not t r y to 
catch a r e a d e r ' s eye or ent ice him; it has t h r e e comic s t r i p s and has 
never had a society page . Seldom does it a t tempt to be humorous . But 
those willing to face the long g rey columns find, bes ides excel lent 
coverage of the news, a ve ry lively newspaper (often too lively for the 
gove rnmen t ' s t a s t e ) . I t s r igid independence is well known, but it is 
often a l so content ious , con t rad ic to ry , and unashamed of i ts deeply held 
p r e j u d i c e s . 
The Pub l i she r s (The P r i n c e s ) 
The E stado is an e n t e r p r i s e of the Mesquita family. Jul io Mesquita came 
to dominate the paper shor t ly after it was founded in 1875 and in 1902 
became i ts sole p r o p r i e t o r . Ownership has s ince r emained in the hands 
of the family, and by t rad i t ion , the e ldes t son has become the pub l i sher 
(called in B r a z i l " t h e r e spons ib le d i r e c t o r " ) . The p r e s e n t publ i sher , 
Jul io Mesquita Neto, is the th i rd genera t ion in the l ine . The Mesqui tas , 
however, have always been more than just the p a p e r ' s owners and 
pub l i she r s ; they have been p rac t i c ing jou rna l i s t s involved in the day- to ­
day p repa ra t i on of the paper as cont r ibu tors and sen ior ed i t o r s . The 
or iginal Mesquita was the E s t a d o ' s mos t p rominent w r i t e r , a J a m e s 
Reston of his day. His son, Jul io Mesquita Fi lho, publ i sher from 1929 
to 1969, c a r r i e d on this t rad i t ion . One Es tado pol i t ica l r e p o r t e r from 
this per iod told u s : " T h e old man always had the a n s w e r s on pol i t ica l 
m a t t e r s . He was his own pol i t ica l r e p o r t e r and ins is ted on doing r e p o r t s 
his own way. " The grandson, Jul io Mesquita Neto, is m o r e aloof and 
removed than his p r e d e c e s s o r s but is s t i l l act ively involved in day- to -day 
ed i tor ia l dec i s ions . Also , he pe r sona l ly wr i t e s many of the ed i to r i a l s , 
usual ly t h r e e or four a week. In line with family t rad i t ion , he cons ide r s 
h imsel f a journa l i s t , as well as a publ i sher , and the Es t ado itself a lways 
r e f e r s to him in r e p o r t s on his ac t iv i t i es a s Jul io Mesqui ta Neto, " t h e 
j o u r n a l i s t " . His younger b ro the r , Ruy, a d i r ec to r of the Es t ado , 
organized and launched the fami ly ' s afternoon pape r , J o r n a l da Tarde , 
and is i t s publ i sher and sen ior ed i tor . His desk is in the cen te r of the 
newsroom, where he d i r ec t s the staff, wr i t e s ed i to r i a l s , headl ines and 
s t o r i e s , and is o therwise act ively involved in getting out the newspaper . 
Newspapermen feel he is c l e v e r e r than his b ro the r and r e g a r d him a s 
one of B r a z i l ' s mos t b r i l l i an t j ou rna l i s t s . 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


