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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Copies t o : 
S D 
U C 
J S/S 

Memorandum of Conversation 
Part I of 6 Parts 

DATE: February 1, 1971 

Amenities and General Comments 

United States 

TIME: 9:45 a.m. 
PLACE: The Secretary's 

O f f i c e 

COMPLETE DISTRIBUTION 
MADE BY CMS 2'10'71 

The Secretary 
A s s i s t a n t Secretary Charles A. Meyer 
Robert W. Dean, B r a z i l Country D i r e c t o r 

Foreign 

Mr. Mario Gibson Barboza, B r a z i l i a n Foreign M i n i s t e r 
Mr. Celso D i n i z , Charge d ' A f f a i r e s , B r a z i l i a n Embassy 

INR/OD AmEmbassy Rio de Janeiro 
S/PC Amembassy BRASILIA ARA - 2 

Greetings were followed by a c o r d i a l reference by Foreign M i n i s t e r 
Gibson to h i s f i r s t s i x years i n Washington as Second Secretary t o - ^ ^ 
the B r a z i l i a n Embassy when he was between 24 and 30 years of age. 
These were formative years and he was deeply impressed by the s i n g l e ^ N ^ 
minded purpose and cohesion of the American people during those y e a r s ^ 
of World War I I . He made reference to present-day problems i n the j 
United States which seem to be d i v i s i v e i n t h e i r impact. Secretary 
Rogers pointed out t h a t , c o n t r a r y t o the surface impression, the 
st r e n g t h and u n i t y of the United States i s as great now as i t was g 
then; manifestations of dissent and concern noted by the Foreign ^ j 
M i n i s t e r are a pa r t of our democratic process of dealing w i t h \ 
divergent opinions and a s p i r a t i o n s . Despite t h e i r concerns and 
t h e i r e f f o r t s t o improve t h e i r p o s i t i o n w i t h i n our s o c i e t y , our 
black c i t i z e n s have not turned to communist ideology, nor have they ^ 
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shown any desire t o leave t h i s country. They are good, p a r t i 
c i p a t i n g c i t i z e n s , and, co n t r a r y t o the erroneous impressions 
held by some observers, are g i v i n g an e x c e l l e n t account of 
themselves as soldiers i n the Vietnam war. 

Foreign M i n i s t e r Gibson expressed h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the 
opp o r t u n i t y to speak w i t h Secretary Rogers. He thanked him and 
the USG once again f o r the USAF plane made a v a i l a b l e to t r a n s p o r t 
to B r a z i l the body of Ambassador Mozart Valente and f o r the 
courtesies extended t o the Ambassador's f a m i l y on the occasion. 
He said he d i d not wish t o take too much of the Secretary's time 
but d i d wish to make several p o i n t s about developments w i t h i n h i s 
country and i n South America. F i r s t of a l l , he said the people 
of B r a z i l are i n c r e a s i n g l y confident about t h e i r country and i t s 
f u t u r e . B r a z i l has made remarkable progress since the economic 
and p o l i t i c a l chaos of the l a t t e r days o f the Goulart government 
i n 1963 and 1964. I t s GNP has r i s e n to some 9% from a 2 or 3% 
l e v e l . I n f l a t i o n , which had reached the astounding r a t e of 148% 
i n the e a r l y months of '64, has been reduced p r o g r e s s i v e l y t o 
23% i n 1969 and t o below 20% i n 1970. Business confidence, both 
n a t i o n a l and f o r e i g n , i s high. D i r e c t o r s of one American banking 
f i r m r e c e n t l y t o l d him t h a t they r a t e B r a z i l among the top 
investment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n the world today. 

The Foreign M i n i s t e r said t h a t President Medici i s determined t o 
see s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l improvement i n B r a z i l i n a d d i t i o n t o 
economic development. Gibson chara c t e r i z e d the present B r a z i l i a n 
regime as a u t h o r i t a r i a n but said t h a t i t was not a d i c t a t o r s h i p 
and t h a t Medici intended t o r e t u r n t o democratic norms by the end 
of h i s term i n 1974. Gibson and others were working i n t h a t 
d i r e c t i o n . He acknowledged t h a t p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s have been 
i n d i r e c t since 1964 and t h a t c e r t a i n r e s t r i c t i o n s on c i v i l 
l i b e r t i e s remain i n e f f e c t , but he s t a t e d h i s b e l i e f t h a t these 
would be l i f t e d and pointed to l a s t November's countrywide 
popular e l e c t i o n s f o r B r a z i l ' s Congress as one of the important 
steps i n B r a z i l ' s r e t u r n to democratic processes. He said t h a t 
the l a n d s l i d e v i c t o r y of government pa r t y candidates was a 
considerable vote of confidence i n the Medici government. 
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February 9, 1971 
TO : S - Mr. Taylor 

FROM: Jame S"~Car s on 
D i r e c t o r , S e c r e t a r i a t S t a f f 

The attached memorandum of conver
s a t i o n i s submitted f o r approval o f 
content and suggested d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Approve -j • t, . 

Approve as amended 
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