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^Dispute f o r C o n t r o l of Rio Grande rip Ŝ nl ARENA 
Di r e c t o r a t e Results i n Uneasy Compromise 
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Since before he took o f f i c e , Rio Grande do Sul's Governor ' 
Euclides Triches has been encountering a problem common t o most of 
his colleagues i n B r a z i l , t h a t of l e g i t i m i z i n g h i s leadership of 
the s t a t e ARENA o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o l a c k i n g a popular 
mandate, Triches had also been out of contact w i t h s t a t e p o l i t i c s 
f o r some ten years. Unlike most of the other governors, Triches 
d i d not have any voice i n d e c i d i n g who would be the new president 
o f the RGS ARENA, t h i s d e c i s i o n being made d i r e c t l y by President 
Medici, who appointed Joao Dentice, a veteran Gaucho p o l i t i c i a n . 

The President has o f t e n been described i n h i s home s t a t e as a 
sentimental roan, e s p e c i a l l y i n regard t o o l d f r i e n d s . This seems 
t o be the case w i t h Dentice, who served as c h i e f o f the c i v i l 
household under the previous governor, Walter Peracchi B a r c e l l o s . 
Dentice, when disappointed i n h i s own attempt t o be appointed 
governor, then turned down the President's consolation o f f e r t o 
give him a l i f e t i m e p o s i t i o n as a j u s t i c e on the T r i b u n a l de 
Contas da Uniao and asked only t o be made president of the Rio 
Grande do Sul ARENA. Although he has s t i l l not assumed, the 
presidency and w i l l not u n t i l the s t a t e convention, Dentice has 
been t r a v e l l i n g e x t e n s i v e l y throughout the s t a t e , t a k i n g care t o 
b u i l d an i d e n t i t y separate from t h a t o f the Governor. 

Forming a rathe r o v e r t a l l i a n c e w i t h him t o challenge the Governor's 
p o s i t i o n i n the p a r t y are two otte r long-time p o l i t i c i a n s , 
Peracchi B a r c e l l o s , now a d i r e c t o r o f the Bank o f B r a z i l , and 
Senator Tarso Dutra. Together, these men represent the o l d 
p o l i t i c a l class of the s t a t e - the " n a t u r a l leaders o f Rio Grande 
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do Sul", as ARENA President F i l i n t o M uller described them - i n c o n t r a s t • 
t o Triches, a person " a r t i f i c i a l l y " imposed as head of the p o l i t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e • I n e a r l y February, Governor Triches r e i t e r a t e d h i s claim t o 
be head of ARENA, based upon the n a t u r a l understanding t h a t t h i s would be 
the governor's r o l e i n every s t a t e , and f u r t h e r maintained t h a t t w o - t h i r d s 
of the ARENA s t a t e d i r e c t o r a t e should be named by him. This spurred the 
a n t i - T r i c h e s group i n t o greater a c t i o n as thn y added t o t h e i r ranks the 
d i s g r u n t l e d Vice Governor, Edmar F e t t e r (see Porto Alegre's A-3) and. suggested 
t h a t the t h i r t y - - m a n d i r e c t o r a t e ( excluding the President) should be d i v i d e d 
f o u r ways between the nominees of Dentice, Peracchi B a r c e l l o s , Dutra and 
Triches. 

By t h i s time, the f e d e r a l government was becoming enibarassed by the T r i c h e s -
F e t t e r q u a r r e l , as w e l l as by the question of who would c o n t r o l ARENA. I t 
was c l e a r t h a t Rio Grande was, as Dentice and h i s a l l i e s maintained, a case 
d i f f e r e n t from the other s t a t e s . Seemingly, a compromise was suggested which 
r e s u l t e d i n an even s p l i t g i v i n g the Governor h a l f o f the members. 

I n l a t e February the members o f the f u t u r e d i r e c t o r a t e were announced.. The 
r e s u l t s have provided p o l i t i c a l observers i n RGS w i t h t h e i r l a t e s t game, 
wondering who a c t u a l l y got a m a j o r i t y on the d i r e c t o r a t e . Estimates f o r 
T r i c h e s ' supporters have ranged from as few as nine t o as many as f i f t e e n . 
I t i s c l e a r , however, t h a t Triches d i d not achieve a c l e a r v i c t o r y on t h i s 
matter. One i n t e r e s t i n g theory i s t h a t the r e a l winner i n a l l t h i s i s 
Secretary of I n t e r i o r and J u s t i c e Otavio Germano, who has remained d i s c r e e t l y 
i n the background, w h i l e the b a t t l e s were o c c u r r i n g . Germano, another veteran 
s t a t e p o l i t i c i a n , has become used t o p l a y i n g the r o l e of mediator i n gaucho 
p o l i t i c s i n the l a s t f o u r years. Formerly President of b o t h the L e g i s l a t i v e 
Assembly and ARENA (Dentice w i l l succeed him i n the l a t t e r ) , he reached those 
p o s i t i o n s as a compromise between the Peracchi and T a r s i s t a f a c t i o n s of ARENA. 
I n h i s present j o b , the most p o l i t i c a l o f the cabinet, he has es t a b l i s h e d 
more contact throughout the s t a t e than anyone else i n the c u r r e n t government 
and has also been Dentice's companion on t r i p s throughout the s t a t e . Many 
f e e l t h a t , because of the seemingly overlapping l o y a l t i e s o f a large number 
of the delegates, i t was he who worked, out the f i n a l compromise by r e c r u i t i n g 
people acceptable t o both sides. Since he, alnng w i t h a l a r g e number of 
others, has gubernatorial ambitions, t h i s may help e s t a b l i s h him as a 
candidate i n the event of an op^n e l e c t i o n i n 197^ • 
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COMMENT: 

I n i t s e l f , the composition of the d i r e c t o r a t e o f the p a r t y i s n o t v e r y 
important. However, t h i s was c l e a r l y a t e s t of Governor Euclides T r i c h e s ' 
p o l i t i c a l s t r e n g t h a f t e r almost a year i n o f f i c e , r e a l l y the f i r s t such 
t e s t he has had. The r e s u l t shows t h a t i n s p i t e o f the nature of a 
m a j o r i t y of the new s t a t e governments ( t e c h n o c r a t i c ) , the o l d p o l i t i c a l 
class has, a t l e a s t i n some instances, a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of i n f l u e n c e . 
Although President Medici has always assured Governor Triches of h i s f u l l 
support, the former's long f r i e n d s h i p w i t h b o t h Dentice and Peracchi 
Barcellos seems t o have won out i n t h i s case by l e t t i n g them t o a great 
extent f i g h t i t out among themselves. n 
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