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11th General Assembly ol" the National Conference or Bishops 
of B r a z i l (CNBB), B r a s i l i a , May 1 7 / 2 7 , 1970 
B r a s i l i a ' s 166, Rio's 3£>2!5, B r a s i l i a ' s 173 repeated tc 
Washington as Rio's 3739 and| I 

Summary F O I A ( b ) ( 1 ) S t a t e 

The Nati o n a l Conference o f Bishops of B r a z i l met i n B r a s i l i a f o r 
eleven clays i n May. Although the main subjects on the agenda 
concerned l i t u r g i c a l matters, education of the clergy, a n i i n t e r n a l 
reforms, p u b l i c i n t e r e s t was focused on the question of t o r t u r e . 
A f t e r much debate among the bishops and lobbying by the government 
against a c r i t i c a l statement, the CNBB overwhelmingly approved the 
"Pastoral of B r a s i l i a . " The document, which condemns violence and 
t o r t u r e i n any form, i s c a r e f u l l y worded t o balance c r i t i c a l s t a t e ­
ments w i t h explanations and w i t h praise f o r the government i n c e r t a i n 
areas. The government's r e a c t i o n t o the "Pastoral" was t o encourage 
favorable comment on i t s p o s i t i v e aspects and t o make l i t t l e or no 
comment on i t s c r i t i c a l sections. The conference and the r e s u l t i n g 
document i n d i c a t e a desire on the p a r t of the Church and the..govern­
ment f o r dialogue and. cooperation. The conference ended v i t h the 
Church seemingly u n i t e d , although c r i t i c i s m by l i b e r a l elements may-
rev i v e if the GOB does not take p o s i t i v e measures t o prevent t o r t u r e . 

The Pastoral L e t t e r 

1. The p u b l i c a t i o n of the Pastoral L e t t e r o f B r a s i l i a a1 the'end of 
the bishops' conference has generated considerable comment and d i s ­
cussion. Although the document, approved at the conference by a vote 
of 159 "to 21 w i t h two abstentions, deals mainly w i t h matters d i r e c t l y 
r e l a t e d t o e c c l e s i a s t i c a l questions, i t i s the l a s t s e c t i o n , "Aspects 
of National L i f e , " t h a t has drawn major a t t e n t i o n i n the press and 
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government c i r c l e s . This p a r t focuses on t o r t u r e , 'Violence, genocide, p o l i t i c a l 
p risoners, economic development, and human values. 

2. The c a r e f i j l l y worded document represents an. e f f o r t on the p a r t of the 
bishops t o put together a statement acceptable t o a m a j o r i t y i n which they speak 
out on questions which c l e a r l y concern them without unduly offending -the govern­
ment with strong attacks and c r i t i c i s m s . They c l e a r l y wished t o avoid any step 
which would foreclose dialogue w i t h the government. The Pastoral i s t i s o an 
e f f o r t t o deal w i t h various church matters, which were the major focus of the , 
conference, and t o p l a y down the p o l i t i c a l questions, which were impoitant but 
not primary. 

E c c l e s i a s t i c a l Que s 1.1 o n s 
i 

J. Discussions during the assembly revolved i n large p a r t around i n t e r n a l 
reforms and l i t u r g i c a l matters. Certain l i t u r g i c a l questions, such as the 
baptismal r i t u a l and the mass, were considered important items i.n the conference's 
agenda, as the Vatican had l e f t decisions i n these matters t o each country's. . 1 

church. The modific a t i o n s approved i n the CNBB Statutes represent the second 
major reform o f the Statutes since the CNBB's founding i n 1-952- The f i r s t 
r e v i s i o n s were i n 196^, immediately f o l l o w i n g the Vatican I I Council. Besides 
allowing laymen greater p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n church a f f a i r s , the revisions, w i l l 
d ecentralize the church a b i t by g i v i n g greater importance and autonomy t o the 
fourteen Pastoral regions of B r a z i l . The purpose i s t o make the church more 
responsive t o the p a r t i c u l a r circumstances t h a t p r e v a i l i n any one region. 

h. After the discussion of the r o l e o f the l a i t y had been closed, a group of 200 
laymen .from various parts of the country presented the CNBB w i t h a document 
demanding t h a t the church make a p u b l i c statement on c e r t a i n problems, such, as 
"abusive experiments w i t h the l i t u r g y " and, e s p e c i a l l y , Marxist influences w i t h i n 
the church. Cardinal Agnelo Rossi stated t h a t , although the document had a r r i v e d 
too l a t e f o r consideration at the assembly, i t would be sent t o the proper organ 
f o r study and r e p l y . Considerable time was spent also on the education and forma­
t i o n of p r i e s t s i n consequence of guidelines received from the Vatican. 

5. Actual decisions on a l l these matters were made by v o t i n g through m u l t i p l e -
choice questionnaires which a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s received. The ob j e c t i v e of these 
discussions and decisions seemed t o be an attempt t o up-date the church and. t o 
make i t ! more e f f e c t i v e w i t h i n the conditions t h a t e x i s t i n B r a z i l today. I n the 
beginning of the P a s t o r a l l e t t e r the bishops mention t h a t the church has been 
going through a c r i s i s I n the l a s t few years but must not be l e f t behr-.nd by the 
changes taking place i n the world. The church must also change. There are 
aspects, however, th a t are not subject t o transformation, as they are an i n t e g r a l 
p a r t o f what the church stands f o r . 
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