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| SUBJECT 11th Ceneral Assembly ol the National Confercace of Eighops
T B T CY g Ry T _ cfxfrazil (CNBB), Brasilia, May 17/27, Ly S
- r 4 o
s 0 3y nrasilia‘s 166, Rio's %625, Brasilia's 17% repeated to
g TTNSA | CIA Washington as Rio's 2730 and
s L3 L r Surmnary FOIA(b) (1) State -
e o | The Natlonal Conference of Bichops of Brazil met in drasillia for !
eleven days in May. Although the main subjects on the ag:nda
concerned liturgical matters, education of the clergy, and internal
reforme, public interest was focused on the question of torture.
After much debate among the bishops and lobbying by the government
against a criticel statement, the CNBB overwhelmingly approved the
"Pastoral of Brasilia." The document, which condemns violence and
torture in any form, is carefully worded to balance critical state-
T ments with explanations and with praise for the govermmen! in certain
Af‘ im“._ | areas. The government's reaction to the "Pastoral" was t» encowrage
ction | inta. |initials = AR e =4
— favorable comment on its positive aspects and to make little or no
comment on its critical sections. The conference and the resulting
document indicate a desire on the part of the Church and the. govern-
ment for dialogue and cooperation. The conference ended with the
iy Tl Church seemingly united, although criticism by liberal elements may
revive if the GOR does not take positive measures to prevant torture.
ADM il ‘
i
Gsis The Pastoral Letter
: | 1. The publication of the Pastorval letter of Drasilia at the' end of
i the bishops' conference has generated considerable comment and dis-
T —4 cussion. Although the doecument, approved at the confeferce by a vote
! el 5 of 159 to 21 with two abstentions, desls mainly with matiers directly
' e related to ecclesiastical questions, it is the last section, "Aspects
of Hational Life," that has drawn major attention in the press and
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government circles. This part focuses on torture, violence, genocide, political
prisoners, economic development, and human values.

2. The carefully worded document represents an effort on the part of the
bishops to put together & statement acceptable to a majority in which they speak
out on questions which clearly concern them without unduly ofifending the govern-
ment with strong attacks and criticisms. They clearly wished to avoid any step
which would foreclose dialogue with the government. The Pastoral is elso an
eflort to deal with wvarious churech matters, which were the major focus of the
conllerence, and to play down the political guestions, which were important but
not primary.

Leclesiegstical Questions

3. Discussions during the assembly revolved in large part around internal
reforms and liturgical matters. Certain liturgical questions, such as the
baptismal ritual and the mass, were considered important items in the conference's
agenda, as the Vatican had left decisions in these matlers to each covntry's.
chureh. The modifications approved in the CNBB Statutes represent the second
major reform of the Statutes since the CNBB's founding in 1952. The f1irst
revisions were in 196L, immediately following the Vatican IT Council. Iesides
allowing laymen greater participetion in church affairs, the revislons will
decentralize the church a bit by giving greater importance and autonony to the
| fourteen Pastorel regions of Brazil. The purpose is to make the church more
i responsive to the particular circumstances that prevail in any one region.
‘
& i, Arter the discussion of the role of the laity had been closed, & proup of 200
laymen {rom various parts of the country presented the CNEB with a document
demanding that the church make a public statement on certain problems. such as
: "abusive experimenis with the liturgy" and, especially, Marxist influences within
the church. Cardinal Agneloc Rossi stated that, although the document had arrived
too late for consideration at the assembly, it would be sent to the proper crygan
for study and reply. Considerable time was spent also on the educaticn and lorma-
| tion of priests in consequence of guidelines received from the Vaticar.

g 5. Actual decisions on all these matters were made by voting through multiple-
choire questionnaires which all participants received. The objective of these
discussions and decisions seemed to be an attempt to up-date the church and to
make it more effective within the conditions that exist in Brazil today. In the
beginning of the Pastoral Letter the bishops mention that the church has been
zoing through & crisis in the last few years but must not be left beh:mnd by the
changes taking place in the world. The church must alsc change. There are

1 aspects, however, that are not subject to transformetion, as they are an integral
% part of what the church stends for.
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