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H o u a i s s v a s r e c e n t l y t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e B r a z i l i a n C o n s u l a t e i n 

M o n t r e a l . We t h o u g h t i t m i g h t be w o r t h w h i l e f o r USUN t o c o m p i l e o u r 
i m p r e s s i o n s o f h i m , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n v i e w o f t h e m e n t i o n i n p a s t b i o 
g r a p h i c r e p o r t s o f h i s a l l e g e d Communist a f f i l i a t i o n s . 

H o u a i s s was a n i n f l u e n t i a l , r e s p e c t e d f i g u r e a t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
d u r i n g h i s a s s i g n m e n t w h i c h b e g a n i n June I 9 6 0 . D u r i n g h i s f o u r y e a r s 
h e r e he was p r o m o t e d f r o m F i r s t S e c r e t a r y , t o C o u n s e l l o r , t o M i n i s t e r 
P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y . He i s h i g h l y r e g a r d e d b y t h e y o u n g e r o f f i c e r s a t t h e 
B r a z i l i a n M i s s i o n . 

W e l l - i n f o r m e d on UN i s s u e s , H o u a i s s has d e a l t n o t . o n l y w i t h c o l o n i a l 
and t r u s t e e s h i p q u e s t i o n s and t h e w o r k o f t h e S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , b u t has 
a l s o p l a y e d a l e a d i n g r o l e i n t h e w o r k o f t h e W o r k i n g Group o f T w e n t y -
one on t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and B u d g e t a r y P r o c e d u r e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 
He a p p e a r e d t o p l a y a s i g n i f i c a n t a d v i s o r y r o l e t o t h e B r a z i l i a n AMB i n 
t h e SC. He was one o f t h e f e w LAs who p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n t h e w o r k 
o f t h e F o u r t h COMIIE, s e r v i n g as t h a t COMITE's r a p p o r t e u r d u r i n g t h e l 6 t h 
GA. There he f r e q u e n t l y w o r k e d t o m o d e r a t e A f r o - A s i a n demands i n t o s u c h 
f o r m t h a t t h e y c o u l d o b t a i n s u p p o r t o f t h e LAs and W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n s . 

I n t h e W o r k i n g Group o f 21 , H o u a i s s t o o k t h e l e a d among t h e d e v e l 
o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n f o r m u l a t i n g a s p e c i a l s c a l e o f a s s e s s m e n t s f o r t h e 
f i n a n c i n g o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e k e e p i n g o p e r a t i o n s and d i s p l a y e d g r e a t 
t e c h n i c a l s k i l l i n t h i s r e s p e c t . He a l s o a p p e a r e d t o be f u l l y aware o f 
t h e p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f s u c h a s c a l e and p a r t i c u l a r l y o f t h e 
l e g i s l a t i v e p r o b l e m f a c i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n c o n n e c t i o n t h e r e w i t h . 
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The s c a l e w h i c h he d e v e l o p e d was one more f a v o r a b l e t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
t h a n o t h e r members o f h i s g r o u p — a n d i n d e e d o f t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r y 
g r o u p — had s u g g e s t e d , and i t w i l l p r o b a b l y s e r v e as t h e b a s i s o f f u t u r e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s o n t h e s p e c i a l s c a l e . 

H o u a i s s has b e e n c o o p e r a t i v e and u s u a l l y s y m p a t h e t i c t o r e a s o n a b l e 
p r o p o s a l s . He i s a p p r o a c h a b l e , p o l i t e and f o r t h c o m i n g . One o f t h e UN 
p r e s s c o r p , J o h n i fcVane, who r e p r e s e n t s , among o t h e r p a p e r s , t h e B r a z i l i a n 
p a p e r , 0 G l o b o , e x p r e s s e d h i s s u r p r i s e r e c e n t l y t h a t H o u a i s s w o u l d have 
r e c e i v e d a n o t h e r a s s i g n m e n t s i n c e i n Mb V a n e ' s v i e w H o u a i s s was a "known 
C o m m u n i s t " . I f H o u a i s s i s a Communist we have n o t i c e d n o t h i n g i n h i s 
b e h a v i o r h e r e t o so i n d i c a t e . An i n t e l l e c t u a l w i t h an a g i l e m i n d a n d 
f e r t i l e i m a g i n a t i o n , H o u a i s s i s a n y t h i n g b u t d o g m a t i c i n h i s a p p r o a c h t o 
p r o b l e m s . He has d i s p l a y e d a w i l l i n g n e s s t o f a c e e a c h p r o b l e m o n i t s 
own g r o u n d and n o t o n t h e b a s i s o f p r e c o n c e i v e d i d e a s . L a s t December 
when Oman was b e i n g d e b a t e d i n t h e F o u r t h COMITE, he and s e v e r a l A f r i c a n 
d e l e g a t e s h e l d f i r m a g a i n s t A r a b demands w h i c h were s u p p o r t e d s t r o n g l y b y 
Communist n a t i o n s . The A r a b s w e r e f o r c e d t o compromise and a c c e p t a r e a 
s o n a b l e RES l a r g e l y b e c a u s e o f t h i s i n i t i a t i v e . 

H o u a i s s i s a t t i m e s v e r y c r i t i c a l o f t h e Communists and says he c o n 
s i d e r s h i m s e l f a c l o s e f o l l o w e r o f f o r m e r P r e s i d e n t J u s c e l i n o K u b i t s c h e k 
whom he i d e n t i f i e s as a n t i - C o m m u n i s t . He says he w o u l d e x p e c t t o be r e 
c a l l e d t o a c t as a n a d v i s e r i f K u b i t s c h e k were e v e r r e - e l e c t e d . 

H o u a i s s ' s t r a n s f e r came q u i t e s u d d e n l y a f t e r t h e changes i n B r a z i l . 
We presume i t r e s u l t e d f r o m t h i s and no d o u b t because he w o u l d be p r e * 
sumed n o t t o be i n s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e new g o v e r n m e n t . To w h a t d e g r e e he 
s u p p o r t e d " n e u t r a l i s t i c " t e n d e n c i e s i n t h e l a s t g o v e r n m e n t we do n o t know, 
b u t we presume he may have done s o . 
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