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RATS. . . GARBAGE
These are the two major complaints of a South Memphis community grganization whichblames some city sanitation workers as centributors because they damage containers andleave garbage scattered around the containers
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In the last two months, the Memphis ACORN
staff of three persons has knocked on 3.000 to
1000 doors in North, South and Midtown Memphis,
Beam said.
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D*ring recent weeks ACORN staff ruembers
have helped form a s,,urzwmuné{} organization in
West Frayser. The residents held elections and
chose as their chairman a nezgi‘;r named Everett
Henson. who last vear donned fgmhali cleats and
Tromped across Public Works Dif'm‘:tflr Frank
Palumbo’s front vard for days ara time to profest
the ¢ity's sidewzlk ordinance.

ienson’s group bundled up four-foot--igh grass
on Cuy property at Frayser Jm?rard and Dawn
Drive and took it o Maynard Stiles, ¢i ty samtation
director, to show him how long it had been since
the ¢ity had cut the grass. The group wastold that
a work order already hadbeen issued for the job
and it would be cut soon.

A South Memphis group, called the Mailory
Heights Community Organization, is being formed
to amplify complaints about garbage pick-up and
rat mfestdnon
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DOGS ON THE LOOSE
Members of the South Binghampton Community Organization complain that stray dogspread garbage in the vards and bite children. They want the city to better enforceordinance against stray animals.

"We strongly recommend they clean up gai-
bage, stop damagmg cans and lids, collectga’*xage
regulariy and collect the ;eea"es and brush,” said
Mrs. Kath lected ,,U”“”U ofherine Rud
the group. “The nwahbe‘r«.just can't affordto re-
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Jfames Qr“‘a‘f;)pef* priority I in
the city's Office ofT;“"u'm;ms‘}' Development,
supportingthe efforta of the citizen’s groups.
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“This {5 & voluntary membership fee” Beam
said. "ACORN runs on a real shoestring budget.
We're planning to find merchants who will give
discounts to ACORN members and perhaps we'il
start a food co-op here, buy the food wholesale,
and sell it at a reasonable cost to members.”
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In cther siates where ACORN staffs have beer

working for several years, Beam savs there have
veen fa‘.u&dDi& reui;s.
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“In Misscuri, we got a petition together to ge:
&n initiative on the ballot to eliminate the tax or
food and drugs. They will vote on it in November,

“Most communityorganizations fail to grappl:
with the need for internal r!.mumg Few ¢ollec
membership dues and when the source of fund:
dries up the group falls apart.
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die after the second
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conducted a preliminary check of ACORN's oper
tions in other cities, found “rothing “emgatur\
this time” about the group a ‘"5‘:3 spokesmansaw!

Meanwhile, ACORN starf nwmbers are contn.
ing their door~wdoor mterv ws with resident-
aiding in orgamzing groups and pointing the wa
to the appropriate city officials’ doors.


