
 Meditations in
fl rtists speak in color.

It is a universal
language. Over the cen-

turies some of the most

eloquent artists have gi-
ven us much inspiration.
Leonarde ~da '\ iict
Michaelangelo, Raphael
are a few such masters.

Especially Beato Angeli-
co comes to mind. His
lovely “Annunciation of
Mary” at St. Mark’s in
Florence (Italy) is a medi-
tation 1n itself. almost
mystical.

A genius of another
kind is America’s artist
Norman Rockwell. He
didn’t portray biblical or

religious scenes as such.
But he had a unique gift
to take every-day people
in common-place situa-
tions and reveal the deep-
er meaning of the soul.

Looking at the world
through Norman Rock-
well’s eyes i1s a journey
into the realm of the com-

mon man. He took every-
day folk and lifted them
up so all could see their
beauty — part communi-
ty, part humor and wit
and part soul. For each
one of his paintings some

of life’s values hang with
it. Norman Rockwell in-
vited all to enter into his
work much like a good
neighbor would invite a

close friend to share a

cool drink on a hot sum-

mer’s day. In this sense
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In His Spirit

Color
he was In communion
with all his fellow man

for in them he saw him-
self, his God and all that
society holds dear.

With reverent humor
Norman Rockwell lifted
up prayer in family life
and bids us to share in
his “Saying Grace” im-
plying that prayer is a

welcome companion at

any table.
Norman Rockwell

cried out “Freedom” for
all men in “Four Free-
doms” encouraging all
Americans to hold dear
*Freedom 'of Speech’;
“Freedom from Fear”,
“Freedom of Worship”
and “Freedom from
Want”. He encourages
us to reverence our free-
dom and to do some-

thing about it in time of
war and peace.

Young people must
have been his favorite
models. He used them so

often. Their spontaneity
and innocence literally
radiate from his canvas-

es. Probably because
there was so much of the
youthfulness in his own

heart. And then, who can

ever forget those marve-

lous Boy Scout calendars
that he had painted for
fifty years. Whether hu-
morous or inspirational,
they speak of the hopes
and aspirations of all
young people!

In his later work “Peace Corps”, he shares the
spirit of President John Kennedy’s concern for the
poor. By his selection of subjects he often implied
that we should be socially involved with the family
of man. We should be caring and concerned for
the world as our

community.
His favorite ho-

liday was Christ-
mas. He felt that
every day should
be Christmas re-

flecting its spirit.
Through his vi-
sion and selection
of subjects he cap-
tured important
values for each of
us -to hold and
cherish.

Norman Rock-
well shared a rev-

erence for life. He
taught us to rever-

ence each other’s
presence and sa-

vor the humor of
day to day mo-

ments, counting
our freedoms and
blessings as we

go. The sampling
of his work on

these pages en-

courages prayer
and social con-

sciousness of the
poor and needy of the world, as well as a growing
awareness of treasured friends. He lifted up the
needy and told the emotional story of every day
folk for our outreach. His painting “The Golden
Rule” says it so clearly, “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.” He encourages us

te “Lift Up Thine Eyes” and to be aware of the
church inviting and needing our involvement.

Lift Up Thine Eyes
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Lastly Norman Rockwell stated by his life that
a man can be counted by the expression of his
countenance and actions. One man’s journey and
vision do make a difference and he bids us to
treasure what is important, see our fellow man

and reverence life
to the smallest
moment. Each
personis a philoso-
pher and makes a

statement no mat-
ter how silent a

life or hidden an

cxasfence,
We are grateful

to Norman Rock-
well for speaking
so clearly to us.

He still lives in his
paintings. He still
makes us laugh,
helps us pray and
celebrate life. We
celebrate his mem-

ory and his contri-
butionto Art, but
more importantly
we bless his contri-
bution to his fel-
low man, the val-
ues America holds
dear and the reli-
gious aspects of
ordinary moments
which speak to us

of our values and
our God.

Norman Rockwell is perhaps the Thoreau of
painting with his “Walden” as the expression of
the human face. So much of his work was brushed
with his soul and spoke of the values we celebrate
today. He is not only an artist philosopher of the
common man, but also a soul still singing in his
silence reverencing God, man and religion in life.
His silence still speaks.
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