
How competitive pricing
in transportation would help you

In most American businesses, the benefits of gr.eater
efficiency can be passed on promptly to_ t}'le public. In‘
the transportation business, however, this is not always
the case.

-

Consider what has happened on the 1';1111'oads:.
In the last 30 years the speed of the average freight

train has gone up more than 50 per cent; ‘the load has

nearly doubled and the hourly output of transporta-
tion has increased nearly three times..

' :

To make possible these and other gains in efficiency,
the railroads have spent, since the end of World VYar
11, nearly $11,000,000,000 —every dollar of which
was financed by the railroads them\selves.

.

But — as is shown in the report of a special Cabinet
Committee appointed by the President - governmen.t
regulation frequently denies to the public the benefit
of\ the lower costs of the most economical form of

transportation, so as to protect the traffic and reven.ues
of carriers with higher costs. The result, as the Cabinet
Committee says, is that shippers and, ultimately, the

. !
: . o econsuming pubhc must pay more for freight tran

portation than would otherwise be necessary.

What can be done to correct this
unhealthy situation?

The special Cabinet Committee recommended tl.mt
railroads and other forms of regulated transportatlo.n
be given greater freedom to base their pl:lCGS on their
own natural advantages. At the same time, goveri-
ment regulation would continue to prevent charges
which are unreasonably high or unreasonably low,
or are unduly discriminatory.

This would make it possible to pass on the benefits
of the most efficient operations to shippers, producers
and retailers, and to the consuming public which in
the end pays all transportation costs.

.Bills based on Cabinet Committee recommendations
have been introduced in Congress. For full informa-
tion about this vital subject, write for the booklet,
“WHY NOT LET COMPETITION WORK?”

Association of American Railroads
844 Transportation Building * Washington 6, D. C.
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Labeling the FrReEeman

The fellow said: “The FREEMAN finds so much
at fault with the government that I would
call it an anarchistic paper.” So the discussion,
as usual, revolved about a definition: what is
anarchism?

As a system of thought, anarchism has a
variety of facets, sometimes contradictory.
But all the varieties rest on a basic premise:
that man is “by nature” decent, and that the
indecencies he develops are the result of polit-
ical interference. The government makes peo-
ple “bad.” There cannot be a “good” society
where there is government.

Now, the FREEMAN readily admits that it
is unable to pass judgment on the “nature”
of man. Theology has concerned itself with
that problem for a long time and has not as
yet come up with a self-demonstrating an-
swer, and recently psychology has tackled
it with little success. About all the FREEMAN
knows about the human being is that he al-
ways tries to satisfy his desires with the
least effort. That is an observable fact, like
the rising of the sun in the morning, and is
in itself without ethical content.

It is because men seek to satisfy their de-
sires with the least effort that they make
labor-saving devices. But often, we don’t know
why, some men will seek to satisfy their de-
sires without any effort, which means they
will steal from their fellow-men. The pro-
ducers resent the predation and set up an in-
strument to prevent it; the instrument is
called government. The primary purpose of
government is, therefore, the protection of
the producer in the enjoyment of his prop-
erty. A secondary function, related to the
first, is the protection of the individual in the
enjoyment of life against other individuals.

To carry out these two functions the govern-
ment is invested with the monopoly of coer-
cion. Sometimes, too often, the government
makes use of this monopolistic advantage to
do just what it is expected to prevent; it takes
property it has no moral right to and it com-
mits violence against citizens whom it is sup-
posed to protect from violence. When the
government does either of these two things it
is going beyond its prescribed limits and is
indeed an antisocial body. Society then finds
itself the victim of its own creation, and is
confronted with the problem of reducing the
powers of government to their proper use.

The FREEMAN is not an anarchistic publica-
tion because it accepts, for the reasons afore-
mentioned, the necessity of government. Its
purpose is to alert society to the necessity
of preventing government from doing what
it is not supposed to do.

DR. GORDON B. LEITCH—the latest addition to our
list of contributors—is, beside being a physi-
cian, editor of the Oregon section of Northwest
Medicine, and has long been active in the
opposition to socialized medicine.


