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no peace possible with such men. And if we cannot
help the Russian people with our blood and treasure, at
least let us refrain from helping their oppressors with
‘The Fifty-five Members,
our countenance and support. That such would be the
The Duma is dead. We shall not ‘say “ Long Live
true description of any friendly advances made at the
the Duma !” for the Tzar’s manifesto is a declaration
present moment is shown unanswerably by Mr. Hubert
of war against liberty so explicit as to make all thought
Bland in this week’s “ Sunday Chronicle.”
The last
of constitutional compromises impossible.
It is not the rag of an excuse for such a policy is destroyed by the
slightest good for the Russian people to keep on electing dissolution of the Duma. It is idle now to discuss what
ing assemblies which are at the mercy of an arbitrary
are the views of the Constitutional
Democrats.
The
power,. and are dissolved as soon as they show the events of this week have made " Constitutional
Desmallest inclination
to enquire into grievances or to mocracy ” in Russia a contradiction in terms. We redefend their constituents against tyranny.
The imme- peat, we no longer say : “The Duma is dead : long live
diate cause of the monarch’s action was apparently the the Duma ! ” We say : “ The Duma is dead : long live
refusal of the Assembly to exclude and deliver up to his the Russian Republic ! "
vengeance fifty-five Social Democratic deputies whom
he chose to judge without a trial to be guilty of con- “ A Miner’s War.”
spiring against him. Had the Duma submitted to such
The appeal of the Miners’ Association of South
a demand it would have abandoned all claim to public
Africa to the British Labour Party will, ‘it is to be
respect. It went as far as it could (much further than hoped, rouse not that party alone, but every Englishit should, we venture to think) in offering an enquiry.
man who cares more for his country than for the diviThe answer was a peremptory dissolution.
The Tzar
dends of wealthy cosmopolitans.
Now is the time to
has “ fixed September 14 as the date for the election of test the quality of our Imperialism, the sincerity of the
a new Duma.”
He hopes, apparently, by dint of jerrymotives with which we entered into the South African
mandering the electoral system, disfranchising
certain
War. If we really care for Democracy, as we said we
constituencies,* and excluding certain classes from the did, we shall stand by the democracy of the Rand
vote, to get an Assembly after his own heart-one
that
against its capitalist masters. If we really care for the
will protect his tools, oppress his people for him, and Empire, as we said we did, we shall fight to the death
turn a blind eye towards “ pogroms ” and Riga toragainst the attempt to drive Englishmen out of an intures. He will fail. The Russian people has made up dustry which English energy has created and to replace
its mind, and will not be seduced from the straight
them by Dutchmen and Chinese. All the motives that
path of enfranchisement.
Nothing remains to the Tzar
made honourable and public-spirited
men support the
but to call on his bayonets and try coercion and mas- Boer War, and all the motives that made such men
sacre. But how if the bayonets fail him ? Or if the oppose that war are now on the same side. On the
bayonets are still steady, how if a wronged people finds other side are the pocket interests of a handful of
darker and more secret means of just defence? “ We
foreign moneylenders and their parasites. We are glad
must put our enemies in fear! ” said the great Danton.
to see that General Botha has decided that the Chinese
There are plenty of Russians who will be ready to shall return at the end of their contracted term. If he
translate that word into deed.
had said that they should return at once, he would have
had the support, we believe, of the vast majority of
What hast Thou to do with Peace ?
Englishmen both at home and in South Africa,
Boer
We are glad to read the protest, which we print in and Briton have had a stiff fight for supremacy, hut
and we suggest that
another column,
against the suggestion of an " under- they are friends and equals now,
they might do worse than cement their friendship by
standing ” with Tzardom.
The rumours of such an
understanding
are unpleasantly persistent, and Sir joining hands against the Hebrew speculators who use
We do not imagine that
Edward Grey himself admits that negotiations
have and despise them both.
been, going on, though he declares that they are con- Messrs. (or should it be Herren?) Wernher, Eckstein,
cerned -only with questions relating to the Central Asia- Albu and Co. will make a very distinguished appearance on the field of battle.
tic frontier,
We confess that the less our Government
negotiates with that of
Russia on any subject the
The Mistakes of Rhodes.
better we shall be pleased. Nothing is to be gained
from the national point of view by negotiation with a
Much of what Lord Rosebery said of Cecil Rhodes
Power which never keeps its word, either to its own at Oxford was just and needed saying.
Rhodes was
subjects or to the foreigner ; while, from the ethical
in truth a man to whom little justice was done in his
standpoint it is ugly to think of our Ministers exchanging lifetime, either by friends or foes. He was far from
ing courtesies with the torturers and assassins whom
Pharisee of
being the stern, silent, imperial-looking
the Tzar delights to honour. The presence of the emisthe former ; he was as far from being the bloodthirsty
saries of Nicholas at the Hague turns the whole Peace usurer of the latter.
He was, as his will very clearly
Conference into a cruel and hypocritical farce. There is shows, a thorough romantic, with immense force of
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character and vehement passions, fond of fame, of
power, and of success, but with intense faith in his
own political ideals and an almost schoolboyish conHe made one disasfidence in their ultimate triumph.
trous mistake, from the consequences of which we are
still suffering. This mistake was not the Jameson Raid ;
that foolish adventure was a trivial matter by comHis most serious error was his conviction
parison.
that he could use stock-jobbers and moneylenders to
forward his dreams of Empire without any danger of
their using him to forward their corrupt and personal
aims. No one can believe that he did not see through
and through the mean souls of his Johannesburg allies.
He had no intention of handing South Africa over to
their tender mercies. He is reported to have said that
he would not change President Kruger for President J.
But for a moment their interests seemed
B. Robinson.
to coincide with his policy, and he sought to use them
as he had formerly used the Dutch in the Cape. He
died ; and the strength which they had acquired from
his support was used to wreck the Empire which he
We do not believe that Rhodes would
had planned.
ever have assented to Chinese labour. We are certain
that he would have lost his last penny rather than
tolerate the exclusion of British miners from the Rand.
But the men who inherited his power inherited nothing
else of his. Mr. Albu is not troubled with dreams.

Empire and Native Races.
We are glad that the Orange River Colony is to have
a free constitution, and we hope that there will be no
unnecessary delay in bestowing it. Racial antagonism
was never so marked in the Free State as it was in the
Transvaal, and there seems every reason to hope that
the new regime will work smoothly there. At the same
time we trust that the Ministers will not give way to
the protests which are being made against the reservation of control over native affairs to the Imperial Government. We wish to make no accusation against the
humanity of the colonists, English or Dutch, but a
native can seldom obtain strict justice from colonists
who have accustomed themselves to treat him as an
One of the strongest arguments for Imimplement.
perialism is that it gives the native a Court of Appeal
against the prejudices of his white neighbours.
All the
best Imperialists have felt this. Cecil Rhodes himself
was much more humane and enlightened in his views
on native questions than are most South Africans,
British or Boer, and to him the educated Kaffirs of the
We have bound ourCape owe their enfranchisement.
selves by treaty not to enfranchise the natives in the
new colonies, and we can hardly, therefore, refuse to
make ourselves responsible for their protection.

Damning with Faint Resolutions.
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nations, we are. by no means disposed to trust
House of Commons beyond measure.

the

Irish Nationalism and Democracy.
Mr. Redmond’s declaration of independence was only
to be expected after the Irish Council fiasco.. There can
be little doubt in the mind of any reasonably acute observer that Mr. Redmond had intended to accept the
Bill, and was only forced into opposing it by the pressure of Irish opinion. The truth is that the Nationalist
Party has altogether ceased to represent the people of
Ireland. In their desperate struggles to maintain a hold
on their constituents, its leaders are busily painting
themselves as vivid and uncompromising- a green as
may be. Their latest exploit in this direction has been
to send down an unknown Nationalist to contest the
Jarrow Division against the Liberal, Conservative, and
Labour candidates. This can only be regarded as a definite declaration of war against British democracy.
The
declaration is all the more specific because Mr. Pete
Curran, the Labour candidate, is, as everyone knows,
an Irishman
and an uncompromising
Home Ruler.
It will be remembered that he protested against the
action of the L.R.C. in putting up an Orange Labourite
for Belfast.
Herein, we think, he was wrong, but it
might surely have been counted to him for righteousness with his fellow-countrymen.
We do not blame
the Nationalists.
We have never been under any illusion concerning them ; they are just as much a capiBut
talist party as are the Liberals and Conservatives.
we are inclined to blame those Socialists who have
thought it good policy to espouse the cause of men
whose deliberate and unswerving policy it is to take all
that they can get and give nothing in return.

The Peasants’ Revolt.
The agitation now going on among the wine-growers
of Southern France may prove an extremely important
event in the history of Europe. The externals which
catch the public eye, the monster meeting of half a million peasants, the marches, the resignation of mayors-all these only illustrate the genius of the French for
political demonstrations.
The real significance of the
movement lies deeper. When we Socialists attempt to
demonstrate the inevitable breakdown of individualism,
the tendency of wealth to accumulate in the hands of a
few, and the ultimate necessity of the choice between
Socialism and plutocracy, we are often met with the
standing example of France.
“ Here,” we are told,
“ is the thing which you pronounce impossible.
Here
is a people, living on their own land, eating the fruit of
their own labour, unexploited, industrious, prosperous,
free. And all this not under a collectivist, but under an
individualist regime. ” Now, it seems quite clear that,
while the immediate distress of the wine-growers may
be due in part to adulteration
and other incidental
causes, the fundamental evil is over-production.
The
very virtues engendered by peasant proprietorship, the
industry, the thrift, the resolution to make every inch
of soil productive have recoiled upon the heads of their
possessors. The market is glutted with the products
of their labour. They starve because their produce is
too plentiful.
Jaurès’ proposal to nationalise the. vineyards holds the field as the only solution that cuts down
to the root of the problem. We commend his analysis
of the situation to those Liberals who are looking to a
peasant proprietorship as a remedy for the distresses of
our own agriculture.

One wonders what the Government seriously supposes it is going to-gain by the launching of its muchadvertised “ resolution ” against the Lords. That the
Lords will take the slightest notice of the resolution is
not very probable. That they will pass a Bill embodyAnd that the
ing its principle is still less probable.
electorate will support the Government in enforcing its
will on the Lords is least probable of all. For it must
be noted. that the effect of the resolution, if it were
carried into effect, would be to strengthen the House of
Commons not only against the House of Lords, but
against the electorate. At present the Lords can practically force a plebiscite whenever they have reason to
The Music Hall Award.
think that the people are not behind the Government.
Under the system outlined in the resolution this power
We are sorry that Mr. Askwith’s award is not more
would disappear. We have already said that we are in favourable to the music-hall strikers. It almost looks as
But it may be a if they would have done better to refuse arbitrafavour of getting rid of the Lords.
question well worth considering whether their abolition
tion and fight to a finish.
Still, they have secured
ought not to be accompanied by some machinery such recognition, and that is something gained ; while they
as would enable the people to pronounce upon the Imporhave marked the beginning of a new era in industrial
tant and highly-contentious
measures, such as the late organisation by proving that an artistic profession,
Education Bill and the prospective
Licensing
Bill,
despite the difficulties anticipated from the varying rates
before these measures became law.
If the House of of pay and the alleged impracticability
of the artistic
Commons were a really democratic assembly this might
temperament, can make at least as good a fight against
be unnecessary, but with our present machinery, our its employers as any union of ordinary workmen.
We
two oligarchical parties, and our absence of the strong
trust that the performers will stick to their union, and
popular pressure found in more consciously democratic
keep their powder dry for the next tussle,
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The Proposed Anglo-Russian
Agreement.
The following letter appeared in the “ Times ” of June
11th:Speaking on behalf of ourselves and, we believe, a
large body of public opinion, we desire to express to
you our apprehension at the report that an agreement
is being arranged between our Foreign Office and the
Government of St. Petersburg.
We regard any alliance, understanding, or agreement
with the present Russian Government as equivalent to
taking sides against the Russian people in its struggle
for constitutional
rights and freedom. We think any
such agreement is likely to diminish our prestige as the
supporter of liberty throughout. the world, and to prejudice the Russian people against US when they are
strong enough to offer us the national alliance to which
we look forward.
For this reason we regard any arrangement now concluded as dangerous and insecure, and, even if the
Russian Government succeeds in suppressing popular
liberties, we are unable to place confidence in their
pledges for the future, judging from their disregard
of past pledges in the case of the Black Sea and ManNor does an agreement with regard to Asia
churia.
only appear to us a matter of urgent importance when
we consider how unlikely any hostile movement on the
part of Russian forces must necessarily be for some
years to come.
We consider that the proposed agreement will have
the effect of strengthening the Russian credit and enabling the-Government to appeal successfully to Europe
for another loan over which the representatives of the
Russian people will have no control, and which will be
employed only to strengthen the position of the autocracy against them.
We also fear that, relying on this improved credit
and closer relations between the Governments, the English
lish people may be tempted to invest largely in Russian
Government stock-an investment likely to influence our
political attitude towards Russia and other Powers, as
is already seen in the case of France.
Finally, we protest against maintaining any but the
most distant diplomatic relations with a Government
which is, with good reason, suspected of connivance at
the recent massacres of Jews, the devastation of the
Caucasus and Baltic provinces, and the prison tortures
in Riga. In all these cases, if the atrocities were not
directed by the St. Petersburg Government, it is certain that the Government officials who carried them out
suffered no penalty, but in many cases were rewarded
by promotion.
On these grounds we cannot but condemn an arrangement which, for a very dubious and temporary advantage, places this country in a false position with regard
to a liberation movement which, so far as we can forecast the future, is likely to exert the highest influence
on the European history of the present century.-Yours
faithfully,
L. A. Atherley-Jones, K.C., M.P., J. Ramsay
Macdonald, M.P., Will Thorne, M.P., Justin
McCarthy, G. Bernard Shaw, George Cadbury,
Robert Spence Watson, Edward G. Browne,
Walter Crane, Alice Stopford Green, Olive MeyMeynell,Stopford A. Brooke, Arthur Sidgwick,
John Galsworthy, R. B. Cunninghame Graham,
John A. Hobson, T. Fisher Unwin.
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The “ Servant Question ” and the
“ Service Question.”
THE servant question is seldom discussed in so lucid
and interesting a manner as it was by Dr. Lionel Tayler
at a recent meeting of the Sociological Society. Domestic service, according to Dr. Tayler, is the last
surviving remnant of the feudal system, and is inevitably destined to disappear at no very distant date. Dr.
Tayler gave a novel turn to the subject by showing
that the institution of personal service is being undermined on both sides, inasmuch as the more self respecting of the working classes dislike it as an occupation
and the younger and more educated of the employing
class dislike receiving into their houses on terms of
such close intimacy persons whose habits in regard to
cleanliness and other important matters are inferior to
their own ; and he laid especial stress on the serious
objections to entrusting children to the care of servants.
There is a great deal of wisdom in Dr. Tayler’s remarks, but he seemed to treat the subject rather too
exclusively from the upper or middle class point of
view. Taking it more broadly, from the point of view
of society as a whole, it is evident that a great deal
of service must be personal ; it is not merely a question of the fine lady’s maid or the gentleman‘s valet ;
there is the case of the old, the sick, and, most important of all, of children, all of which involve personal
service.
And, tragically enough, the need for personal service is greatest where there is least chance
of obtaining it. There is no servant question among
the working classes, for they cannot afford servants ;
but no one needs a little help or to have her sorely taxed
energies relieved so much as the mother of a working
class family, who may often have the tending and
training up of three or four little creatures to think of,
together with nursing a baby or expecting one, besides
doing her own housework, and perhaps charing or industrial work as well, if her husband is out of work
or badly paid.
No one can have read Lady Bell’s touching account
of the poor women at Middlesbrough,
in “At the
Works,”
or other books of the same kind, without
feeling that here is the real service problem, in comcomparison
with which the mere “ servant question ” is a
small affair indeed.
Of course, it may be said that
these difficulties are no worse than they ever were. But
until recently the population has been kept up by a high
birth rate and a very high infant death rate, a process
involving a sad waste of human life and suffering, but
effecting, it may be supposed, some sort of rough and
ready selection : also, until lately, a much larger proportion of the population lived in the rural districts,
and however bad their housing and conditions might
be, they had at least fresh air to breathe.
Nom the
birth rate is slackening year by year, the proportion of
the population born or living in the country is steadily
smaller and smaller, and the nation’s demands for a
healthy, well-nurtured,
and efficient population become
more and more insistent. Will
there not have to be
some system of State aid for mothers? We hear a
great deal about teaching and training poor working
women, which, no doubt, is all to the good ; but is
it not worth considering whether any woman can be
very intelligent or very efficient when she has to be
cook, housemaid, housekeeper, nurse, and nursery governess, and perhaps wage-earner also, at the very
time she is bearing or rearing an infant?
The organisation
tion of women sanitary inspectors, health visitors, and
district nurses, which has already done so much good,
will probably be extended in the future, and include
municipal charwomen to help clean up, and municipal
nursemaids to bathe the children.
(I make a present
journalist ;
of this suggestion to any individualist
some quite funny jokes might be made out of it.)
Another point worth consideration in this connection
is the disgraceful inadequacy of domestic appliances in
poor houses. A lady inspector tells me that comparatively few of the London poor have any proper place
to keep food in : how then can they buy advanta-
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that- he is demonstrably aided and abetted in his flagelgeously, or husband their resources? Cooking ranges
lomania by a considerable number of unofficial Euroand stoves are infrequent in rooms let off as lodgings.
It is ridiculous TO give elaborate cooking lessons to peans ; and, finally, that he and his confederates ‘are
people who have little or nothing to cook with. Then still so little impressed by the prompt action of the
British Governor as to feel themselves martyrs in the
as to water ; many houses intended for the poor have
holy cause of chivalry, all make the outlook
in East
no cold, much less hot, water, laid on anywhere
exAfrica distinctly black. Add to this the fact that here
Imagine the labour of carrying
except inthe basement.
upstairs water enough to bathe the children and to in England plenty of people are willing to give such
cook and wash with, besides drinking water, and the creatures unlimited support, and all hopes of a benign
Imperialism seem fraught with the worst fears. Alfurther labour of heating what is necessary in a kettle
ready the Imperial reservations regarding natives have
further,
or saucepan over a small fire, and imagine,
if you can, that this is the daily task of thousands of been resented in South Africa, and it is evident that
only a strong sense of Imperial responsibility can save
delicate, tired women, in addition to much other work.
the Empire from becoming a slave trader on a vast
One advantage of the health visitor is that with her
wider experience and knowledge she is able to recognise scale. Needless to say, if the price of Empire is
native slavery, the price is too high‘ for civilisation to
nise and draw attention to defective and out-of-date
Perish the whole ‘dream if such a nightmare is
arrangements, which are too often meekly acquiesced pay
likely
to befal the world.
Captain Grogan and his
in by those immediately concerned. While I agree with
Dr. Tayler in regarding the present organisation of like are the deadly enemies of Imperialism.
As we have said, one of the worst. features-of the
domestic service as antiquated and unsatisfactory,. I
hope we shall some day see the household service case was the manifest contempt on the part of Captain
So determined was
needed for the help of mothers and children become Grogan for every form of legality.
under he to adopt Judge Lynch as his model, that, with the
an honourable, skilled, and well-paid occupation,
evident support of a crowd of Europeans, the presence
the control of the State or the Municipality.
of the resident Judge Logan was not only ignored, but
R. L. H.
resented.
“Mr. Logan,” we are told, "came to the Town Hall steps
and demanded to know what was about to happen. He was
quietly but firmly informed by Capt. Grogan of the niggers’
crime and his settled intention of publicly flogging them.
RECENT papers from East Africa make it plain that the Mr. Logan haltingly endeavoured to express a protest against
native flogging incident of last March, in which the individuals taking the law into their own hands and suffered
some severe verbal handling and some scathing questions,
militia Captain Grogan played the leading part, was,
from Capt. Grogan and others. . . . Capt. Smith, A.D.S.P.,
in some respects, more serious than people in England
realised. It will be remembered that the affair arose who was present, did his best to dissuade Capt. Grogan
from carrying out his work of justice, but failed. He then
out of an alleged assault by three Wakikuyu native rickwent to Mr. Logan and returned at once. apparently with
ricksha-boys
on Captain Grogan’s sister and her lady friend.
powers to enforce the law. He had hardly touched Capt.
The day following the alleged assault Captain Grogan
Grogan on the shoulder when he was surrounded by men who
and his friend brought the three natives to the steps had made up their minds what to do? and was escorted outside
of the town hall at Nairobi, and in the presence of some the crowd, where he was. powerless. . . . The natives left
the compound bearing a memento of their misdeeds written
hundreds of European colonists and as many natives
in legible characters on their skins. The crowd then quietly
as they could induce by any means to attend, admidispersed after assuring Capt. Grogan with hearty cheers, of
nister&i twenty-five lashes each
of the three natives.
The flogging was all the more offensive because, in the their intention to stand by him whatever happened.”
The article proceeds then to “ stand by ” Captain
first place, no kind of inquiry was made as to the
nature of the alleged offence, and, secondly, because the Grogan and to warn the British Government that they
protests of the resident English officials against its ille- are living on the brink of a volcano ; the volcano being,
gality were brutally ignored.
Later on Captain Gro- not at all the possible spread of European fanaticism of
Grogan
and his two most active supporters were tried by the Grogan type, but the spread of native “ excesses.”
the British judge and were sentenced to various terms We should be inclined to think that the latter was
If
Captain Grogan himself was put into really rendered highly probable by the former.
of imprisonment.
Captain
Grogan
and
his
gang
were
so
desperately
in
a native prison, where he stayed for some twenty-four
hours ; and this “ intolerable insult to a white man ” need of an outlet for their passions of cruelty that the
was made the pretext in one or two London papers for law could not satisfy them, it would scarcely be wonat if the native reaction were the same. Public
one of those Mafficking outbursts so common among wondered
contempt of the law by Europeans is the surest method
The full report of the judithe journalistic Carmelites.
of inducing contempt of the law among natives.
And.
cial proceedings, together with some private informawhile we congratulate
the British officials on their
tion, tends to throw a lurid light upon the abominable
habit of mind which so easily grows out of the Bacchic courage in dealing with Captain Grogan after the event,
we are genuinely sorry that Captain Grogan should be
aspect of Imperialistic fervour.
permitted to remain amongst a native population whose
It now appears that the alleged assaults were as
The theory of civilisation is manifestly superior to his own.
harmless as could well be imagined.
savage indecency, etc., falls completely to the ground,
and any excuse for Captain Grogan‘s barbarity sinks
The whole incident, in fact, exemplifies
into nothingness
fies once more the really barbarous traits capable of The article on “ Politics for Craftsmen ” which Mr.
A. R. Orage has contributed to the current number of
manifesting in certain types of the colonising Englishman.
Nothing, however, more sinister could well be the “ Contemporary Review " is a very notable sign of
imagined than the defence of Captain Grogan offered the renewed vitality of the Arts and Crafts movement,
by the " Times of East Africa,” an organ of the worst and deserves the careful attention of Socialists who have
hopes beyond the mere “ victory of Labour.”
form of Imperial sedition.
In the past ten years the Arts and Crafts movement
The article, under the title of “ Unflinching Justice at
has not only failed to gain the ear of the general public,
Last, ” appearing in its issue of March 16, is nothing
more than a deliberate appeal to the anti-native pas- but has even lost the influence which it once bad among
If Lajpat Rai can the leaders of Socialist thought.
sions of the Europeans in Nairobi.
And, as a consebe imprisoned for attempting to arouse his fellow-counconsequence,
the present generation of Socialists are protrymen to political action, what condemnation is neces- foundly unconscious of the practical implications of the
sary for a paper which attempts to arouse a far worse craftsman’s ideals and vaguely associate the name with
kind of action, and practically preaches a flogging crusade certain interesting and attractive productions of the
sade against the natives under our protection in East Kelmscott Press. One can safely say that nine out of
ten Socialists will be surprised- to hear that “ the main
Africa ? The fact that Captain Grogan has obtained
considerable timber concessions in East Africa and is, political demand of the craftsmen is for nothing less
therefore, likely to remain there for some time to come; than the re-establishment of the mediaeval guild sys-

The Nairobi Flogging Case.

Back to the Middle Ages.

To many

this may appear a somewhat extraBut there’s no arguing
about statements
like these.
not to say fantastic
proposal,
but Mr. Orage
For all our logic Mr. Penty would continue
to long for
assures us that unless we embody it as part of our
the mechanical
simplicity
of the Norman period ; and,
Socialist programme
all our efforts to reorganise Society
equally, the majority of mankind would continue to revel
will lead at, best to a state of things nothing short of in their increasing power over nature, whether in the
revolting.
matter of labour-saving
devices or speedy transit.
But,
again, there is an assumption
behind all this which is
He contends that the craftsmen
in the early days of
worth noting.
And that is the demand-which,
by the
their movement entrusted their political interests to the
way, Mr. Orage formulates specifically-that
production
Socialists, only to find- themselves
neglected,
derided,
shall be considered from the point of view of the proand, finally, betrayed ; and that therefore
now the
ducer rather than the consumer.
Of course every Soneed for separate political action has come.
The latter
cialist will admit that the conditions
of production
repart of the contention
seems justifiable
enough in view
quire the most careful attention and regulation
; but to
of the wide divergence which, according to Mr. Orage,
say that the moral and aesthetic effects of production
exists between the demands of the craftsmen
and the
upon
the individual
are to be regarded, rather than the
demands of labour ; but that Socialists have betrayed
character of the thing produced, is merely another way
the trust reposed in them is merely a wild statement
of stating the old superstition,
that some forms of labour
called forth by the need of finding some scapegoat to
are nobler and finer than others.
It will not be worth
True, the Restoration
bear the blame of past failures.
of the Guilds does not appear as an item on any existing while to treat such an attitude seriously until we have
made up our minds that we produce merely for the
Socialist
programme.
But has it ever done so?
sake of producing.
And if not, what ground is there for talking about betrayal ? A body of propagandists
It is very unfortunate
that the Arts and Crafts movewho ingenuously
hand over their political interests to another body withment, which has an invaluable
function of its own to
perform, should be side-tracked
and rendered helpless
out exacting definite promises of attention and without
maintaining- an active campaign of their own; deserves
by this grafting
on to it of a reactionary
and practically
absurd political programme.
Mr. Orage’s article teems
the obscurity which the Arts and Crafts movement has
with sound and suggestive
criticism
of the simple
attained.
As well might the I.L.P.
hand over its
Collectivist position.
interests to the trade unions and then complain
that
His protest
against the modern
mania for the centralisation
of industry which Socialists
the principles
of true Socialism were being neglected.
are often inclined to favour is emphatically
a necessary
It is not possible here to discuss at any length the
one.
From the national point of view it is undoubtedly
economic difficulties which beset this proposal to restore
true that there are ‘limits, economic as well as social,
the guilds, but certain assumptions
which underlie the
to the advantages
gained from the massing together of
movement demand special attention.
First of all there
workers in large factories.
In economic language,
the
is the assumption that there is, or will be in the future,
law of diminishing
returns has wider application
than
a great and increasing
demand for individuality
and
many Socialists realise.
And it must not be forgotten
“ temperament
” in the articles
of craft, furniture,
that Socialism,
so far, has offered no coherent solution
books, utensils, and so forth, which we collect around
of the problem of the Black Country.
Here, and in fous. On the truth of this rests the craftsman’s
demand
cussing the aesthetic revolt against commercialism,
the
for the decentralisation
of productive
industry
by the
But they must not begin,
Arts and Crafts can help us.
restriction
of the size of workshops
and the virtual
as Mr. Penty, for example,
does, by asking
us to
abolition of machinery.
“ Is it conceivable,”
asks Mr.
reverence the past.
From a study of the past we may
of these islands should
Orage, “ that the population
gain wisdom and sobriety, but in a reaching out towards
ever be content with articles of which replicas are spread
the future alone lie inspiration
and enthusiasm.
There
over the civilised world ” ; and that question exposes
is much that is alluring
in the peace and mystery
of
It is not only conceivable,
the weakness of his case.
the Middle Ages.
We all have moments when the great
but it is a fact, that men are satisfied with a very great
Past seems finer and worthier
than the small Present
deal of uniformity
in the articles of comfort and convein which our lives are cast.
But are those moments
I would
nience with which they surround themselves.
our sanguine
moments,
our moments of insight
and
even go further and assert that the more we progress
energy?
Surely they are rather the moments of dein intellectual
and aesthetic culture the less we shall
spondency, when we are overwhelmed
by the vast comcare whether the things which belong to us are unique
plexity of modern civilisation
and inclined to despair of
or not, so long as they are up to the best standards
the possibility
of reorganising
such a Society with all
The craving
to possess the
of beauty and utility.
its complications.
unique is a mania which is based, not, as Mr. Orage
After all I am not sure that the soundest position, in
would have us believe, on superior tastes, but on an
regard to the movement for the restoration
ol mediaeval
altogether senseless notion that unique surroundings
deconditions,
is not that of the man in the street, who
- note a unique and highly
differentiated
individuality.
dismisses the whole matter with the dogmatic assertion
Of course, we wish, or should wish, to have beautiful
that this is the twentieth
century and “ you cannot go
things around us, but the desire to prevent others
back. ”
having replicas is merely a symptom of an anti-social
CLIFFORD
SHARP.
pride of ownership,
or, in other words, of that
which
Mr. Orage
so keenly deprivate-mindedness”
It may be true that we vary widely in our
nounces.
individual tastes and requirements,
but personal whimsicalities in the matter of artistic production
are surely
SOCIALISTS are divided into two great camps on the
Authoritative
standardsquestion of Women’s Suffrage.
not to be encouraged
too much.
Some of them agitate
are the sine qua non of progressive
art-as,
infor the immediate
removal of sex-disability,
regardless
deed, Mr. Orage himself must agree, since he insists
of everything
but principle.
Others oppose or arc inso much on the value of traditional
forms in the Craftsdifferent
to its removal,
because
of' the class of the
_ and these can only be maintained
by the partial supwomen who would first benefit under the change. In
pression of individual
variations
and eccentricities.
the first case it is a matter of
principle ; in the second
The Socialist of the first type looks beAnother of the craftsmen’s
fallacious assumptions
is of persons.
that the uniformity
of ugliness, which oppresses us toyond the mere matter of votes and all other non-essentials
and says it is not good for man to class woman
day, is due as much to the methods of routine production
by machinery
as to bad models and the struggle
for
and it is not good for woman to be
as his inferior,
Such a one recognises that women suffer
Thus we get even so able a writer as Mr.
so classed.
cheapness.
one sexual, and one economic.
A. J. Penty gravely saying that hand sawn timber has
under two oppressions,
” than machine sawn timber ; that
He sees clearly that every hampering
bond of sexmore “ temperament
economic
reform.
there would be more romance in the world if railways
oppression
impedes and frustrates
invention
The exploitation
of women by men unHe sees more.
were abolished ; and that all mechanical
fits and incapacitates
humanity
for Socialist
thought
degrades, stultifies,
and enslaves the soul of man.
This
is
back to
the Middle
Ages ” with a vengeance.
and organisation
and this underlying
wrong of male
vagant,

Socialism and Sex-Equality.
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monopoly is the greatest bulwark the monopoly of
capital possesses. The men who, without protest or
effort towards reform, allow to continue such evils as
the unpaid life-indentured,
servile labour of married
women, forced motherhood, the social banning and
police-hunting of the horde of despised street women,
whose partners in vice are uncondemned, the under payment, because of sex, of women workers of all grades,
and the exclusion of women from the majority of wellpaid employments, are not capable of instituting
a
Arbitrary sex-inequalities have
state of social justice.
tainted their life-blood, and produced in them an unhappy condition of partial mental blindness.
These
things being so, the immediate establishment of sexequality is essential to human progress, to economic
reconstruction,
and to racial health and morals.
The Socialist of the second type, though fired with
the enthusiasm of the reformer, is at heart an autoIt is not principle by which he judges, but
crat still.
Like the land-owner and commercial man
expediency.
in past times he demands that measures of liberty
shall be drafted so as to suit his personal party interests. His belief in democracy is very much more a
matter of expediency than a matter of principle.
If
it was proved to him that universal enfranchisement
would endanger his industrial panaceas he would have
none of it. Only those who by conviction or social
position stand in agreement with him are entitled to
liberty.
This, of course, is the extreme case, and is
not voiced by many. But a large section of men Socialists arrogate to themselves the right of saying on
what terms women shall vote. Are they incapable of
seeing that women have an indisputable right to vote
on precisely the same terms as men, whether those
terms are good or bad, and that only by carrying this
principle into law can women be secure in the future
from the danger of exclusion or special limitations?
Women are entitled to equal recognition now, not only
when the millennium is reached. They are not entitled
to the greater or less measure of freedom which men
may be willing to give, they are entitled to equal freedom with men. Only by putting this principle on the
Statute Book are they secure.
Once there it will
stand for all time an a basis for the future.
But a
special measure instituting
a new basis of suffrage for
women can only stand alone. Every further step will
have to be won by a further fight.
Such a course
would establish no principle, and would only establish
the precedent of voting, not of equal voting rights.
It
would be a case of men allowing certain women to be
voters, and would therefore continue in men’s minds
the evil of sex-prerogative.
I am fully convinced that the establishment of sexequality is the first issue with which women should
concern themselves. Moreover I feel justified in claiming the support of Socialists and Democrats for this
course, for sex-equality is an absolutely indispensable
preliminary to the reorganisation of society which they
seek. I hold that Sex-Equality-not
Women’s Suffrage, as the Editors imagine-is
more important to
women than Socialism or Democracy, for without it
they cannot benefit by either.
I believe that as the
road to full democracy is barred by two obstacles, one
of which is the barrier of sex, the final aim cannot be
endangered by the removal of one or other of them. I
see no other way of attaining the end in this generation than that of first equalising the franchise between
men and women, and then simplifying and broadening
the anomalous basis of representation.
But the Adult Suffrage opponents, and those who
approach their position, are apparently not concerned
with the security of women’s future, but only with the
immediate result of establishing political sex-equality.
This to me is non-essential and immaterial.
If the
course the Women’s Social and Political Union apapprovesestablishes sex-equality, and thus secures the
final full enfranchisement of all women, the status of
the n-omen first enfranchised is of no great moment.
It must be regarded as an accidental circumstance, all
the dangers arising from which can be obviated by
the agitation of the democrats themselves for a simplified franchise basis.
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But what are the facts with regard to the women
who would be entitled to vote if the sex-bar were now
removed ? The chief franchises under which men vote
are the property, house-occupier, lodger, service, and
university franchise.
The first is the one which is regarded as the greatest bug-bear.
The outcry against
propertied women voting has been long and bitter.
But surely they have as much right to vote as the
propertied men ? Yet there is little danger. of these
women swamping the. new voters’ roll.
The male
monopoly of commercial opportunities and the laws of
inheritance have made this impossible.
There are not
many women who are rich in their own right.
Most
so-called rich women are merely the dependents of rich
men, and would not be qualified as voters in their own
right. The household franchise, as judged by the municipal registers, would be an overwhelmingly
working
class one. The I.L.P. inquiry undertaken in 1904 gave
49,000 working women out of a total of 59,000 on the
registers examined.
Thus for the widely scattered
districts investigated the percentage of working women
householders was 82.4 of the whole. The new latchkey decision has since extended the household qualification downwards-and
a very large number of the
poorer working women would be able to qualify under
it. The lodger vote, with its rental of 4s. weekly as
a basis, is not low enough to admit all women living
in lodgings.
But teachers, clerks; and many other
fairly-paid classes of women would be able to qualify.
The fear that the rich man would enfranchise his wife
and daughters is groundless.
He has not enfranchised
his sons to any great extent, and he could long ago
have secured the enfranchisement of the women of
his own class if he had so desired. The service franchise would bring on to the register caretakers, nurses,
matrons, and residents in institutions, all of whom must
be classed as workers.
The university franchise would
apply to all women university graduates, of whom 75
per cent, are self-supporting.
These facts satisfy the
working women to whom we appeal in our work all
over the country.
They have satisfied one of the Socialist bodies for years.
The application of the principle of sex-equality to the right of voting will not
result even in temporary class enfranchisement,
and
it will give to women by one measure what men only
obtained by three different efforts. The problem of
the married woman is a separate one, and requires
separate treatment.
But, judged only from the standpoint of expediency, the course adopted by the united
Suffrage Societies should recommend itself to the real
democrat.
TERESA BILLINGTON-GREIG.

Innocent Enchantresses.
THE attention of a great many thinkers at present is
fixed on a problem which really lies outside the limits
of thought.
It is a problem of enthusiasm, and it must
appeal to us in the same way as a great emotional wave
of religious feeling appeals to the Welsh or the MaMahomedan
with an overwhelming, disturbing, fife-giving
turbulence.
It must appeal to the young, to lovers, to
poets and dreamers so that it may be glorified in words
and revealed in music. It is the problem of human
perfectibility.
We can control or direct the growth of plants, trees,
and domestic animals without any aid but thought
and natural law.
Grafting, cross fertilisation, sacrifice
fice, and selection are the means employed.
But the
strange thing about the human excellence is that it
often flourishes most when it is least- cared for. Children that were carefully bred and brought up have
often been terrible examples of human helplessness.
Others that their parents only allowed to be’ born
because they could not avert the catastrophe have
struggled into the world and conquered it by mere
force of brain and energy. Sometimes one has wondered if some island could be peopled by our wastrels
and wrecks-some
Island of the Free in which no control of any kind was exercised-whether
the evil would
not burn itself out and by death and struggle bring
life into the world that. would renew its hope, The
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characteristic
of human- struggle
is that it results in a
-paradox.
The gardener can exercise care and foresee
a result ; the human gardener can only prophesya
I do not deny that education produces resurprise.
sults which are quite calculable, for much of the human
mind and body can be relied upon to respond automatically to stimulus ; but the saving grace of humanity does not lie in the characteristic it has in common
That is the truth SO
with animals and vegetables.
many women feel, the truth that is behind the war of
sex and the war between the artist and the Philistine.
We feel instinctively
that our acquired qualities are
the valuable qualities.
One of the first discoveries of Luther Burbank; the
Californian master-gardener, is that the acquired qualities and not the innate qualities of both parents are reproduced in the offspring of cross-breeding ; to look
for a human parallel, let us suppose an Englishman
goes to live in Dublin and brings up his son in the
Irish atmosphere ; Jet us suppose an Italian woman
brings up her daughter in a Parisian atmosphere ;
finally, let us suppose the son and daughter married.
The child of that marriage should be a Parisian-IrishIf some adept in the
man and not an English-Italian.
art of breeding, such as Luther Burbank, had charge
of an undertaking
to produce a fine Irish-French
breed, he would use numerous parents who had been
bred and brought up in Ireland and France ; not the
Irish or French themselves, but the strangers in their
lands. He would collect the children, and select the
most favourable specimens, marry them to each other,
and after a generation or two would present the world
with a race which he would guarantee to possess the
best characteristics of the Irish and the French. We
all know, of course, that this process cannot be carried
out in this way ; it would require the co-operation of
too many wayward, impatient human beings. Nevertheless, changes have come about because we move
from country to country now, and apparently the various peoples that land in America, for instance, combine
to produce a race peculiar to the climate and circumstances. The perfecting of a race cannot be hurried
on artificially unless a superior race has risen above it.
Breeds of horses are being perfected because there are
stud farms in which horses are imprisoned and controlled.
Human beings can only be perfected when a race of
magicians hypnotise the innocent young into willing
their own perfection.
The young enchant us ; but they
themselves are perhaps enchanted by Olympian supermen. The divine enthusiasm of the Muses of Dionysus
and Eros, perhaps, seizes them, and they are helpless
instruments in the waves of feeling sometimes called
the life force. The forces are varied, but we have seen
the young, under their influence, leaving their homes
to follow art and love and music, and making themselves the willing instruments of the influences they
Imagine horses
worship with dim understanding..
gravely proposing to better themselves by the exercise
of virtue and sacrifice ! Such austerities can only be
practised by the rigid control of a superior and unsympathetic
race, or the creation of overwhelming
enthusiasm by the Olympians, who, as I suggest, may
even now guide the young and fill them with the outrageous courage which purges from all fear.
The
young will kill themselves to bring forth the fruit the
gods demand from them ; under the glamour of enchantment all reason fades. These Olympian supermen that see that the purposes of our race are fulfilled
would seem to act through the power of glamour.
They set before us some image of desire, such as
money, ambition, women, or immortality,
and in order
to attain the image we achieve their purpose and are
cast on one side, worn out and used up. These Olympian
pian supermen do not sympathise with us any more
than a stud-groom sympathises with a horse. They
care for us while we serve their ends ; then let us destroy ourselves or lie as mud in the street, clogging
the wheels of youth as it passes over us to fulfil another
dream-not
ours-and
to produce other fruits for the
Olympians to devour.
Sometimes it seems as if some splendid and relent-

less race-gods really did exist. Implacable as Luther
Burbank, they experiment with human souls as he
with plant seeds ; they heap them on the fires of destruction or regeneration as ruthlessly as he heaps his
failures on a bonfire. Our innocents are enchanted by
these subtle influences, and we are enchanted by the
innocent; and say they are lovely or-inspired.
We see
the glamour come into a young girl’s eyes ; we know
the fate of the race is in her choice ; we pray she may
be wise ; we wonder if there is anything that could be
done to give her the best instinct instead of the worst.
The problem of the future is with the young. It is no
use for middle-aged, unattractive women to give advice. It is enthusiasm that alone can give them help,
and it is the business of the middle-aged to try and
make them susceptible to great enthusiasms, and not
to mean enthusiasms.
Instead of this, we are apt to
think enthusiasm dangerous.
It is dangerous ; but if
the race is to be improved, danger of the kind must be
faced. I do not believe the human race is to be improved by self-sacrifice and the murder of the unfit.
The characteristics of a great man are bred from something outside the laws of health and disease. We can
force mankind into being healthy and clean if we exercise sufficient cruelty and discipline-but
we cannot
force mankind into being great that way. Great men
must be the children of enthusiasm, and the great
question for women is how they are to inspire and be
inspired with right enthusiasms and exultations.
How
are they to discriminate among the vagrant emotions
that come begging at their doors? How are they to
choose the real fairy prince from his servants and
brothers when these come disguised to their castles?
The only practical suggestion one can make is that
girls should be asked seriously to think about the
future of the race before they are too old and ugly.
This is not considered good taste at present, and I
think it is time we broke down the superstition that
ignorance is innocence.
F. Farr.
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in England, the recent visit of members of the Duma,
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in the troubled waters of Russian affairs? The writers
Any. readers
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But also it is possible that England is apathetic for
a better reason. For what has the revolution done for
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France ? What has a political revolution done for anythe difficulty
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body? Nobody knows better than Socialists that every
purely political revolution is incapable of lightening a
single economic load. We in England, for example,
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have got all that Russia is immediately fighting for-free political institutions and a Government controlled
by an English Duma. Yet what does it avail? Twelve
millions of our fellow-countrymen are perpetually on the
edge of starvation, while factories are idle and wheat
fields arc being converted into grass lands and shooting
coverts. Can we be expected to glow with emotion at
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the prospect of a freedom such as this? The spectacle
of a nation pouring out blood like water in the vain
cause of political freedom is enough to drive the most
optimistic to the depths of gloom.
“ Take (our twelve
millions might say), take our political liberties, our franchise
chise, our institutions,
our House of Commons, our
right
to
speak
in
Hyde
Park,
take them all, but where
BY a dramatic coincidence the dissolution of the second
shall me look for bread ? Oh, splendid foolish Russians,
Duma occurred on the very day of the formal opening
we too have fought ; but the fruits of victory arc a
How strange it is vain shadow. ”
of the second Hague Conference.
that within a few hundred miles of each other, and in
It is conceivable, we say, that the apathy of England
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Tzar's ukase the tragic nature of the events flow taking
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have created a more poignant missive, nor have in- the rich is less noble than the dulness of the poor, for
the poor are in touch with realities, while the rich
inventeda more tragic chorus.
We had rather trust the
move among phantoms.
Yet , strangely enough, impartial observers in England name of England abroad to our poor than to our rich.
land must have remarked more than once the apathy
And if the slumbering conscience of England is to be
with which, on the whole, the Russian tragedy is being
aroused on Russia’s behalf, we are certain that the
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The Need for a

Socialist Party.

Imust confess
that I rubbed my eyes in some amazemerit when I had finished reading Mr. Wells’s article
in last week’s New Age
The cause of my astonishment may be indicated by a reference to, a tract called
“ This Misery of Boots,” which was published by the
Fabian Society only a few months back, and on the
title-page of which Mr. Wells’s name appears as author.
The passages to which I wish to direct attention- are
two :“You will find Socialists about, or at any rate men calling
themselves Socialists, who will pretend that this is not so,
who will assure you that . . . . back-stairs, intervention between Conservative and Liberal (is) the way to the millenium ”
(pages 35-36)
"We have to confess our faith openly and frequently. We
must refuse to be called Liberal or Conservative, Republican
or Democrat, or any of those ambiguous terms l (page 39).
Now contrast these sentences with the following from
last week’s article :“They (the new recruits of Socialism are Conservative or
Liberals or Labourites by habit, or because they think that
much immediate good can be done by Conservative or Liberal or Labour organisations.
They deny, and deny very
properly! that Socialism supersedesthese associations of theirs
or that there is any fundamental antagonism between- its
teachings and the direct immediaries and the temperamental
and social backgrounds of the established parties to which
they belong. . . . . Things might easily be brought to a
pitch when both Tory and Liberal agent would be writing to
headquarters : Send us a Fabian Socialist.
The Socialist
vote here is decisive.“The Socialist movement, Mr. Wells is never tired of
telling us, is larger than any party.
It must be large,
indeed, if it is capable of including the two Mr. Wells’s
who n-rote the above passages.
But n-hat is clear
from the latter quotation is that Mr. H. G. wells, the
revolutionary,
the enemy of compromise, the leader of
the “ Reform Movement,” the unsparing critic of the
” Old Gang, " has gone over bag and baggage to the
“ permeators,”
to the “ men calling themselves Socialists, " who favour “ back-stairs intervention between
Conservative and Liberal,” to those who are even willing “ to be called Liberal or Conservative ” for electoral
purposes.
When I say that Mr. Wells has gone over to the
“ permeators,” I am putting the matter unfairly-- ununfairly, I mean, to the old Fabian policy.
For that
policy always had the creation of a Socialist party as
its ultimate aim. It tried, quite rightly, to get as much
Socialism as it could out of Liberal, Conservative, and
Labour politics in the meantime, but it never supposed
that a non-Socialist party could bring about Socialism.
Let anyone who doubts this turn to Mr. Hubert
Bland’s essay on “ The Outlook ” in “ Fabian Essays, ” published as far back as 1889
Mr. Wells, on
the other hand, apparently abandons altogether the idea
of a Socialist party, and, indeed, of political action of
any kind, bringing himself thereby under the definition
of an “ Anarchist,” as framed by the International SoSocialistCongress.
I now come to the substance of Mr. Wells’s arguargument
t. I quite agree that it would be unwise to discuss such questions as the -future of marriage or of
the family on the platforms of Socialist candidates for
Parliament.
Such questions may quite properly be discussed by Socialists, but no one must attempt to commit the party
to any specific doctrine concerning them.
The problem with which the Socialist party is concerned
is the problem of the production and distribution
of
wealth.
Other problems will perhaps have to be faced
some day.
The problem in which Mr. Wells seems
now most interested, the problem hinted at in the last
chapters of., “ In the Days of the Comet, ” the problem stated more explicitly in a popuIar lyric, “ Why
Shouldn’t Every Man Have Three Wives? ” is doubtless both a profitable and a fascinating one. But I
suggest that its discussion might be reserved for the
morrow of the revolution, to relieve that monotony which
some opponents have suggested as a possible
defect

in a Socialist state. Meanwhile, let -the economic problem suffice ‘for us ; to solve that will require all our
brains, all our energy, all our powers of self-devotion.
Once more I appeal to the admirable advice given by
Mr. Wells (the late Mr. Wells, who wrote “ This Misery
Cling to the simple essential idea of
of Boots “)-“
Socialism, which is the ‘abolition of private property in
anything but what a man has earned or made.
Do
not complicate your cause with elaborations.
Let the
problem of poverty be solved,, and most other problems
will solve themselves. ”
But, if the economic problem is the one with which a
Socialist party ought to concern itself, shall we not,
it is asked, rest content with the Labour Party?
There
was a time w-hen I was myself disposed to take that
view. I will endeavour briefly to- indicate the reasons
that have led me to the opposite conclusion.
First of all, let us remember that the Labour Party
is not Socialist.
It is primarily a Trade Unionist
party ; it owes its present strength1 in Parliament and in
the country to the conviction, forced on the trades
unions by the Taff Vale decision, that they could not
be safe unless they were represented in Parliament by
men independent of existing parties, who would make
the interests of the unions their first object. But the
conversion of a trade unionist to independent political
action is quite a different thing- from his conversion to
Socialism.
It may co-exist with the most implacable
opposition,, both to abstract Socialist doctrine and to
many parts of the practical Socialist programme.
Thus, for example. no Unionists have supported the
Labour Party more vigorously than the textile workers
of Lancashire.
Yet they are opposed to so mild an
instalment of Socialism as the prohibition of child labour, and their representative, Mr. Shackleton, had to
tell the party that, if this were included in the proprogramme,his union would secede.
Moreover, as Mr.
Sham has pointed out, the first section of the trade
union world which was mobilised by the Labour Party
was naturally the most advanced, the most Socialist,
section
As other unions affiliate, the position of the
So&lists
will become less and less secure.
Already
there are difficulties with the textile workers.
What
will happen when the Durham miners, with their strestrenuOUS individualism
and their opposition to the legal
eight hours day, join the councils of the party?
Further, even if the Labour Party were thoroughly
Socialist, it could hardly muster the whole available
strength of Socialism in the country.
The problem
with which the Fabian Society is especially concerned is
the conversion of the middle-classes to Socialism.
At
present the division between proletarians in black coats
and proletarians in corduroys and the mutual suspicion
(carefully fomented by the governing
classes) which’
subsists between them arc potent obstacles to Socialism.
The middle classes will not readily join the
Labour Party ; the Labour Party would not, I fancy,
very readily accept them. A Socialist Party, created
by the Fabian propaganda, might tap the sources of
recruiting at present quite untouched.
Again, it is essential that the best brains of the SoSocialistmovement should be available for the direction of
its Parliamentary warfare.
At present middle-class Socialists, amongst whom some of the best brains are to
be found, are practically. excluded from public life ununless
they choose to enter it as Liberals or Conservatives.
Men like Mr. Bernard Shaw, Mr. Sidney Webb, Mr.
Hubert Bland, and, indeed, Mr. Wells himself ought
certainly to be in the House of Commons. Yet, if they
attempt to enter it as “ Labour ” members, they lay
themselves open, both to the sneer of the ordinary citizen who conceives a “ Labour ” man
as ‘ ‘ a hornyhanded son of toil,” in corduroys and minus a collar,
and to the resentment of the trade unionist, who asks,
not altogether unnaturally,
why trade union money
should be used to send a middle class man who cannot
“ show his’ ticket ” to represent him in Parliament.
Lastly, the present constitution of the Labour Party
excludes the Social Democratic Federation.
I know
that in the past there has been much friction between
that body and the Fabian Society, in the course of which
many hard things, just and unjust
have been said on
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both sides. But I ask Fabians not to take their conception of the S.D.F. from those veterans who draw
The
theirs from their recollections of the ‘eighties.
“ Impossibilist ” movement and the secessions of the
“ Socialist Party of Great Britain ” and the “ Socialist
Labour Party ” have purged the Federation of its least
reasonable members. Its present leaders are, I believe,
I myself have
quite ready for a policy of conciliation.
always received from the members of the S.D.F. the
most tolerant and fraternal understanding, though I by
no means see eye to eye with them on all matters. They
have their faults ; but those very faults are largely agFused in a Socialist party,
gravated by their isolation.
which contained Fabian and I.L.P. ingredients, their
energy, their concentration,
and their tenacious hold
on doctrine would be a very useful corrective to the opposite defects, visible enough in some other sides of the
Socialist movement.
Let me add, to-correct a common misunderstanding,
that I, at least, am not aiming at a “ middle class ”
party.
I want a party open to the middle-class Socialist and congenial to him, in a way that the Labour
Party is never likely to be. But the very idea of such
a party would be to emphasise the solidarity of brain
and hand workers, and it would, I hope, be as open
to the Socialist workman, as distinct from the mere
trade unionist, as to a Socialist peer, if such a person
exists.
Let no one suppose that
One word in conclusion.
the desire to create a Socialist Party implies the remotest suggestion of hostility to the Labour Party.
The Labour Party has done excellent work already, and
has much more excellent work to do. But I submit that
its hands, and especially the hands of its Socialist adherents, would be strengthened by the presence in the
House of a more advanced body of Socialists, prepared to do the necessary pioneering work. Such a
body must needs be independent of the Labour Party,
for it must be free to put forward the specific Socialist view of every question, and must not be hampered, as the Labour Party is necessarily hampered, by
the objection of the Lancashire cotton spinners to the
prohibition of child labour, of the Durham miners to
the legal eight hours day, and of a large section of the
trade unionist world to a minimum wage law. It must
be free to press forward matters, like the provision of
work for the unemployed, and of free meals for school
children, about which the enthusiasm of the typical trade
It must be free to forunionist is comparatively tepid.
mulate a policy on military questions which will bring
it into line with International
Socialism without being
met, as Mr. Thorne has been, by embarrassing repuBut when all this has been said there are
diations.
a hundred questions upon which the two parties could
co-operate for every one which might divide them. It
would be quite easy to arrange terms of alliance both
in the House and in the country, so that at elections
each wing could have the support of the other without
I believe that in this
compromising its own principles.
way the two closely allied groups might work together with far less friction than would result from an
attempt to cram middle-class Socialists and non-Socialist workmen into a single party with the inevitable
result of exciting unedifying jealousies and that smothered hostility which is too often the result of denying
CECIL CHESTERTON.
freedom of action.
-
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“The Governance of London.” By G. L. Gomme. (Fisher
Unwin. 15s. net.)
This book is a scientific study of the organisation of
the Government of London, chiefly in the early days of
its history.
It is- a work of close research into the
municipal affairs of London ; a book which describes
how London governed itself, or was governed by others,
in the time of the Romans, the Anglo-Saxons, the Normans
mans, and Plantagenets ; and it is written by the chief
official of the Council which is governing
London at the present moment. That is, I think, a somewhat remarkable combination of the historian and the
man of affairs, which gives a unique value to this book.
If Mr. Gomme were not the learned historian which he
is, if he lacked his power of vigorous exposition, it
would still be altogether an interesting thing to hear
the judgment of the chief official of the London County
Council on the work of his predecessors in office. The
official of the twentieth century can discuss the doings
of William the Bishop and Gosfrith the portreeve of the
Conqueror’s charter with the breezy intimacy of the man
who has himself had dealings with City magnates.
Mr. Gomme floods an atmosphere of reality round the
clauses of the early documents which is not usually
associated with dry parchments, just because he has
drawn such deeds himself.
He pleads that “ my time
for studies of this sort is so limited,” but the excuse
becomes an added claim when one remembers that the
busy time is devoted to governing the London of which
he is writing the history.
The main scientific theme of this book is the assertion
tion of, and the evidence for, the theory that the root
of the municipal organisation of London is to be found
in the civic system which the Romans had implanted
“ London is Roman
there before the fifth century.
London Englished and made fit for its service to the
English people. ” Again, “ in the long vista of years
through which we have to penetrate to arrive at beginnings, there is, as it appears to me, no halting place
of any kind until Roman London is reached.”
In other
words, Mr. Gomme would have us believe that London
survived as an island of Latin laws and customs amidst
all the turmoil of the Anglo-Saxon invasions, and even
accepted the Norman Conqueror as its overlord without
allowing him to interfere very much in matters of inThe author insists on this close
ternal government.
linking of London and Rome with all the intense ardour
of an English Church Anglican proving that his bishops
It
go back in unbroken line to a Pope’s benediction.
seems strange to hear the origin of London discussed
in the words of Gaius, Ortolan, Mommsen, and Maine.
When Mr. Gomme can show, amongst many other
pieces of evidence, that the law of customary inheritance to property in London was in its essence Roman
law until that was abolished by a statute of George I,
it is quite obvious that he has a weighty case to put
up against the more generally accepted theory that
London is at root a Teutonic city. But he admits that
the evidence is cumulative, and it must be read at length
Candidly, I do not think the. value of
in the book.
these pages rests on the author’s proving his main conIt is in innumerable side issues and the revetention.
lation of facts by the way that this book will appeal
to the average reader, who can scarcely properly weigh
the value of the minute evidence on -either side.
Indeed Mr. Gomme admits that his outlook on London is an exceedingly far stretching view, which is not
bound by the details of archaeological research ; for in
the closing paragraph he says that ” London has become one of the monuments of human progress, one of
the measuring posts by which we can reckon up the
civilisation of the western world-it
is one of the institutions by which man has shown his capacity for subor
In that sentence
dinating selfish to common interests.”
is revealed a great enthusiasm, a great civic sense which
is, I fancy, the main idea of this book ; it is this
undertone which especially makes necessary its notice
It is the expression of an outin a Socialist review.
look on public life which must be the necessary accom
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indubitable facts such as should appeal to reasonable
accompaniment
of the Socialist state ; a mode of thought
which must become much more common if we are to people. But, alas ! people are not reasonable, and on
June 7, 1905, Norway left Sweden’s house for good
get far on the way towards more efficient--government.
In the case of London it involves, first of all, a concep- -or for evil. That considerable ill-feeling was protion of the unity of the whole commune ; and it is producedon both sides was inevitable, since omelettes
by reading such books as Mr. Gomme’s that we can- cannot be made without breaking eggs ; but the epiof nationalism in Europe had spread to the north,
realise that London was once a unit of measurable capa- epidemic
and we can only congratulate Sweden on bowing SO
city, which could consciously take collective action.
What happened to Nora
London which is gracefully to the inevitable.
But now, this “ new London-that
now struggling into existence,” as Mr. Gomme puts it after her departure Ibsen does not tell us ; and the
At the same
with dramatic force, has swelled to an unwieldy and future of Norway is similarly unknown.
time, we confess to disappointment at the moderation,
incoherent mass which has outgrown the sense of unity,
not to say conservatism, displayed by Norway since her
and it is altogether a hard thing to have a collective
Was so much national sweat
ideal. It is clear that Mr. Gomme has reached this day of independence.
necessary wide conception, and therefore he is an in- really necessary in order to put a king upon the throne?
Ibsen, thou shouldst be living at this hour.
Mr.
structive writer.
There is a touch of humour, as well
We shall now
as deep thinking, when we find the chief clerk of the Svenske’s book is lucid and interesting.
expect a Norwegian reply.
London County Council-the
new London--lecturing
the old London-the
City-on
an utter downfall from
its greater past, " allowing itself to fall back municipally "Ibsen : the Man, his Art, and his Significance.” By Haldane Macfall.
(E. Grant Richards.
5s. net.)
pally without an ideal,” for, he adds, " it sins against
ail principles of local government.
Ibsen is no longer a vogue, but that does not mean
It disregards the
doctrine of general utility upon which all government
that he is a thing of the past-rather
does it mean that
must be founded, and the doctrine of the greatest good the more or less silly chatter which every now and then
of the greatest number upon which alone government
obscures rather than enhances the fame of prominent
by power is justified.”
men is over, and that the time has arrived for a broader
It is by this almost passionate
reiteration of communal rights and communal respon- and deeper study of his work.
Ibsen is the father of
sibilities that Mr. Gomme conveys a great message at the modern problem play, and it may be taken for
a time when it is sadly wanted ; a time when “ the granted that a literature will sooner or later spring up
greatest self-governing
local community in the world
around his plays. In fact, this is already happening, for
has still to solve the problem of its development and if we leave out the growing number of actual plays
ultimate form. ”
which-bear marks of his direct influence, there are quite
It is impossible to glance at all the varied points of a quantity of volumes dealing with his work in an exinterest which arise in this book, but there are several pository way-some of them like the genealogical essays
facts which come to the mind as illustrating
particuof Brandes, are modern classics, and others, like Berlarly well a law of social progression which the ardent
nard Shaw’s “ Quintessence,”
are among the most
reformer would forget if he could--I refer to the extrasuggestive books of our day.
Mr. Haldane Macfall
ordinary pertinacity of local habits and customs, which
has also written a notable Ibsen book, but it is notable
so often resist change of circumstances which would
in another sense; it is a straightforward
interpretation
seem sufficient to annihilate them. Take, for example,
of a drama largely problematical and capable of an inMr. Gomme’s statement that “ the large block of ground
finite variety of exposition.
Those who remember Mr.
without carriage way about Austin Friars is a conse- Macfall’s impressionist sketch of Whistler will open this
quence of the Roman walls affording no passage. ” volume on Ibsen with pleasant anticipations.
And they
Again, he notes that on the spot which is still known
will not be disappointed.
Apart from giving a readable
as the Bear Garden in Southwark, and just where the sketch of Ibsen’s life and work, with a running comTudor theatre stood, there were found gladiators’ trimentary of well-balanced criticism and a sane elucidadents. Again, houses are arranged, not on a conve- tion of the many difficult points in the plays, the author
nient plan, but in order to fit the outlines of acre plots,
does not obtrude his own personality and idiosyncracy
which were probably set out in the time of the Angloupon the reader to such an extent as to destroy the useSaxons. Westminster Hall is probably built over the ful, as distinct from the interesting, side of his essay.
stone upon which the Danes placed their elected king ; The volume should serve as an introduction to the study
and so on, fact after fact shows the-conservatism which
of Ibsen-a
guide book to one of the most difficult
attaches each spot to its older purpose and arrangerealms in modern literature.
It is excellently printed
ment. And when Mr. Gomme points out that the boat and bound, and mention must be made of the delightof a Danish pirate was dug up on the land of the East ful impressionist portraits of Ibsen, Bjornsen, and BerLondon Water Company one almost suspects dark innard Shaw, by Mr. Joseph Simpson.
sinuations of a Socialist nature, demonstrating the sur" The Quest.” By James H. Cousins
survivalof marauding instincts in new guises. There is
(Maunsel and Co.,
Dublin.
2s. 6d. net.)
something exceedingly weighty in this incubus of antiquity on the reforming movement ; a few hundred years,
" The Quest ” is a very beautiful book. It contains two
narrative poems, in blank verse, “ The Going Forth of Dana,”
more or less, have SO little effect on our progress.
and “The Marriage of Lir and Niav,” a dramatic piece en“ Woe to us, woe to us, ” wrote the citizens of London
in 1249, ” we are impoverished by new tallages and titled “The Sleep of the King,” and a few sonnets and lyrics.
Mr. Cousins is an Irishman, writing with that extraordinary
injuriously harassed by fox like arguments ;
wisdom and understanding which we have learnt to expect
discover into what whirlpool the property of which we
from Irishmen dealing with the myths of Ireland.
For him,
are robbed is absorbed ; ” and, indeed, the words have as for so many of his race, imagination
‘nation has become one with
a startling resemblance to the literature of the L.C.C.
sympathy.
His language is a ways dignified, ‘his imagery
election, 1907-- they wrote more picturesquely in 1249, often original.
It is difficult to select any single passage for
quotation ; and in the space at our disposal we prefer to incite
that is all. But Mr. Gomme’s pages are packed with
people to try and read the whole.
Of the shorter pieces,
alluring
glimpses of the past which is so strangely like
" Love’s Infinity ” and "To Eire ” are perhaps the best,
the present, and yet so instructively different.
“Sirius ” is certainly the worst. Of a book of poems there
G. R. S. TAYLOR.
is only one thing of importance to decide ; whether it is or
” Sweden’s Rights.”
By Anders
win. 2s. 6d. net.)

Svenske.

(T.

is not what it claims to be, whether it does or does not deTo us it seems that " The Quest ”
Unwin serve the name of poetry.
does deserve the name; it has simplicity
and dignity of
diction, beauty of idea. and in addition that intangible some“ Doll’s
thing which is poetry’s essential property.

Fisher

If one can imagine
Helmer in Ibsen’s
House “ recounting rationally and sensibly to Nora
all the advantages she had derived from marriage with
him and all the risks to which she exposed herself on
leaving the house, the effect would be very much like
the effect produced by this book. Mr. Svenske argues
seriously and moderately with Norway, and points to

" Sir Galahad of the Slums.”
By J. L. Haigh.
(Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co. 6s.)
A thoughtful
and suggestive experiment in sociological
fiction, but somewhat heavily weighted by controversial dialogue. The story would gain in vividness and in interest by

being shorn of many of its strenuous argumentative conver-
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sations, and by a more concise, dramatic style. It has, however, the merit of presenting- the various social problems of
city life in a fair, temperate, and scientific spirit. There is
little in Mr. Haigh’s book of the sentimental crudity or the
brutal one-sidedness (miscalled realism) which mark certain
tellers of "mean streets."

BOOK NOTES.
Some few years ago there appeared in one of the monthly
reviews a series of short essays from the pen of Mr. W. B.
Yeats on personality and art. The subject of personality is
always interesting.
It is a familiar realm yet ever new, and

in spite of being constantly exploited by art, its nearest
confines still remain speculative quantities for the intellect.
Treated by a great literary artist, who is also one of the most
interesting personalities of the day, the subject will be doubly
interesting.
Readers of Mr. Yeats’s books will be glad to
know that he has decided to reprint these essays. They will
be issued under the title “Discovcrics,”
by Mr. Bullen in the
autumn.
Y ,+
-*
Those who were wise enough to visit Great Queen
Street Theatre during last week, when the National Theatre
Company of Dublin was presenting selections from its
repertoire of Irish plays, will be still wiser if they read over
some of the plays witnessed on the stage, particularly
the
dramatic poems of Mr. Yeats, the beauty and subtlety of
which cannot be grasped from a single stage performance.
despite the really admirable way in which they were staged
and performed by the Irish players. “The Shadowy Waters,”
and. " On Baile’s Strand ” arc included in the volume culled
" Poems. 1899-1905 ” (Bullen, 6s. net.) ; whilst "The Hour
Glass
and Kathleen ni Houlihan,“
are to be found along
with that amusing trifle “The Pot of Broth,” in Vol. IV of the
Abbey Theatre Series, published by Maunsel, Dublin, at 1s.
*
+
I also strongly ad&c those who saw Synge’s " Playboy of the
Western World " to get the book of the play (Maunsel, 2s. 6d.
net) ; they will find in it a tragi-comic idea which was enBy the way Mr.
tirely lacking in the stage representation.
Synge will publish in the autumn a play called “The Two

Tinkers ” which has not been performed--and is not likely

to be at present, for what might be called Playboy reasons.
*
*
*
Whilst on the topic of things Irish, I may recommend to
Socialists
the excellent "Economics
for Irishmen,” by
“Pat ” (Maunsel, 1ss. net). and the series by the same author
now appearing weekly in the pages of the “ Saturday Review.”
“Pat ” is the pseudonym of Mr. Patrick Kenney, who is to
be congratulated
for the manner in which his clever pen
and excellent critical sense are bringing
pure economics to
bear upon the tangled questions of Irish governance.
+
+
*
The “Times ' Book Club has a powerful ally in Mr. Bernard
ard Shaw, who not only is in the position to snap his
fingers at the publishers,
but actually
does snap his
fingers at them by taking the novel course of issuing a special
edition of his long-promised volume of plays, whose contents,
by the way, were first announced in this column, through the
“Times ” Book Club. Does this mean that the Book Club is
about to enter the lists with the publishers by adopting their
own method ?
+
*
*
All those who arc interested in the history of Socialist
propaganda
will welcome the recollections of the old Communist Frederick Lessner, just issued under the title “Sixty
Years in the Social Democratic Movement” (Twentieth CenThe hook contains personal details
tury Press, 6d. net).
of the humble origins of the Socialist movement among the
workmen of Germany and later in the strange and in many
ways heroic little revolutionary clubs which have from time
to time eked out a chequered career in the region adjoining
Charlotte Street and Fitzroy Square. Lessner, who was born
in 1825, has known most of the leading revolutionists,
and
gives some impressions of Mars and Engels.
The book has

a foreword by Belfort Bax.
*

*

*

A realistic account of the revolution in the Baltic Provinces,
and the measures of repression taken by the Russian Government to stamp out the Socialist and revolutionary mow
ment in the district will be found in a new volume of the
Socialist Library Series to be published in a few weeks by
the Independent Labour Party.
The writer of the book is
one of the founders of the Lettish Social Democratic party.
He spent some months in prison and was exiled to Siberia.
He, however, escaped before reaching his destination, and
found his way to England,
wherehe established a clandestine
press. The book, which appears under the general editorship of Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald, M.P.. will include a conconsiderablenumber of illustrations of scenes
and incidents

which have occurred during the revolt and

repression.
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attempted

H.J.

DRAMA.

-

The Irish Theatre.
THERE was circulated with the programmes at the Great
Queen Street Theatre a booklet called “ The Arrow,”
containing an “ Apology ” for the “ Playboy of the
Western World, ” by Lady Gregory.
In this apology
logy it is suggested that the “ Playboy ” deals with
the serious state of affairs set up in Ireland by continued
emigration, so that the condition of things in the play,
where a supposed murderer of his father is idolised by
a whole countryside, may be regarded as a prophecy.
If Mr. Synge really did mean to deal with this interesting problem,
he has completely failed, as far as an
English audience is concerned.
Emigration itself was
barely hinted at ; the causes that drive men to emigrate
were not touched upon ; and there is only the barest
kind of suggestion that the men and women dealt with
arc: in any way abnormal.
It is, however, probably
not worth while taking too seriously the Irish Theatre's
pronouncements on its own plays.
A mother’s opinion
on her baby may be interesting, but it is not necesssarily valuable.
Whatever
Mr. Synge imagined he
was setting out to do, what he has succeeded in doing
is sufficiently plain, and that‘ is making alive a vivid
and arresting
peasant life.
The title of the play means,
apparently,
“ The Play-acting Man of the West of
Ireland,“ and this “ Playboy
is the least real and least
developed person in the play.
That is as far as his
murder exploit goes. Regarded merely as a braggart,
desperately attemptin, to foist himself on the esteem of
those he meets, and on the love
of “ Pegeen Mike,”
he is a wonderful person. Wonderful,
too, in his love
talk with Pegeen ; and, indeed, one of the great charms
of the play is the flexible and vital language in which
Synge’s peasants speak to one another.
Nowadays
all our talk is so conventionalised by a halfpenny newspaper kind of education, that it -is infinitely refreshing
to get at a real untouched growing bit of language;
supple with
new idiom and sprouting
out old-new
words.
What we lost by our conventional educated
English is difficult to estimate, for not only on Irish;
but on every countryside there arc fine words and fine
phrases now in great danger of perishing.
And every
word lost means whole possibilities of thought lost,
unless we set to work to make words all over again.
Had the Irish Theatre only revivified our language a
little we should owe it a great deal of gratitude ; but,
as well as this (or because of this), it has given us a
new kind of people, who are quite outside the ordinary
In the “ Playboy “ the
conceptions of the stage.
whole action of the piece takes place in the room at
a small country public-house ; the principal characters
are Christy Mahon, the murderer, son‘ of a squatter,
Michael James, the publican, and his daughter, Pegeen
Others are the Widow Quin, who “has buried
Mike.
her children and destroyed her man,” Shawn Keogh,
a farmer, and other peasants, men and women. And
the peasant atmosphere is very real, The Widow Quin,
for instance, says at one point to Christy Mahon, who
is talking exaltedly of Pegeen, “ There’s poetry talk
for a girl you’d see itching and scratching, and she
with a stale stink of poteen on her from selling in the
shop. ’ ’ This language will go some way to cure the
anaemia of refinement from which we arc all more or
In fact my criticism of the “ Playless suffering.
a revelation Of
boy ” is not that it is too terrible
sordid lift and coarseness ; the life, indeed, is much
less coarse and sordid and much more real than that
in Battersea ; but that Mr. Synge has not really carIt is
ried his revelation of Christy Mahon far enough.
difficult to believe that Christy thinks he is a mur-

murderer,
the psychology of murder is not gone into, and
I’m rather afraid Mr. Synge does not sympathise with
This view is rather strengthened by the
murderers;
fact that Christy Mahon was not in reality a murderer
at all. He speaks lustily of cleaving his father with
one stroke of a spade “ to his breeches belt,” but the
old gentleman turns up at the end of the second act,
and in the third- Christy tries to murder him again.
It is on this incident I accuse Mr. Synge of lack of
When Christy boasts of his murder he
sympathy.
boasts like a Baron Munchausen, but when he has made
his second attempt in full view of the publican, Pegeen,
and others, Pegeen expresses her natural revolt for
” a dirty deed ” in a very vigorous and genuine way
indeed. But poor old Christy doesn’t get a chance
and hasn’t a real word to defend himself at all. At
any rate, in order IO extricate himself from the dilemma,
Mr. Synge is obliged to make the second attempt ineffective and bring old Mahon back again and send him
The proof
and Christy off on their travels together.
of the pudding is in the eating, and had Mr. Synge
made us sympathise with Christy’s point of view we
should have felt for him when, on Pegeen’s orders,
the peasants are tying Christy up in a rope in order
As it was we knew
to carry him off to the police,
something would happen to extricate him and were
not surprised at old Mahon’s second resurrection.
For
my own part I should like a further chapter in the life
of Christy, for he is so much alive that I doubt not
he is’ living in some wild and windy place on the hills
to this present hour.
To turn from a play of peasant life in Mayo to W.
B. Yeats’ plays of heroic life, “ On Baile’s Strand,”
" The Shadowy Waters,”
or with ” Cathleen-niHoulihan ” is to go to what is apparently a quite new
Mr. Yeats’
world.
‘But that is mere superficiality.
“ Forgael,”
seeking love “ beyond what seems to be
the limits of the world,” is built of the same stuff as
Mr. Synge’s or Lady Gregory’s peasants. Mr. Synge
and Lady Gregory are trying to get at the real wonder
and splendour of man one way, Mr. Yeats another way.
Both ways are like to shock men and women of our
tight-corsetted,
starched shirt era, but Mr. Yeats has
the handicap of romantic heroic conventions that makes
it more difficult to convey reality because reality is
the last thing conceded to his method of treatment.
In
despite of which Mr. Yeats’ plays, and, in particular,
” Cathleen-ni-Houlihan,
” did obviously
convey the
sense of real things. The scene of “ Cathleen-ni-Houlihan ” is in the kitchen of an Irish farmhouse, where
the old farmer and his wife are setting out the wedding
clothes for their son Michael, who is to be married
next day. To them and the son comes in an old woman
who has wandered far, Cathleen, the daughter of HouHouIihan And Cathleen tells the story of her wrongs, how
there are “ too many strangers in her house,” and how
she must get back her “ four green fields.”
It is
very eerie and fascinating, and as she speaks Cathleen
gradually straightens up and gets younger looking, a
wonderful bit of acting, until when she turns at the
And
door to sing her farewell song she is quite tall.
her story of the men who have died for love of her, of
O’Donnell from the north and O’Sullivan from the
south and many men from the west, and her song of
the men who shall yet die for her and whose names
“ shall be remembered for ever,” make it quite clear
that the only thing Michael can do is to leave home
and bride and follow her to where there is to be fighting
for her sake. Cathleen-ni-Houlihan
is the embodiment
of
Ireland, and is, of course, an entirely mythical
figure ; but that does not interfere with the reality in
the least.
The effect of the fascination of Ireland
could have been got without introducing
Cathleen in
some roundabout way. But that would have been a
great loss, for, as it stands, the play conveys the fasfascinationin a simple and direct way that could hardly
be excelled.
Much the same must be said of “ The
Shadowy Waters ; ” Forgael and Dectora talking on
“ the deck of an ancient ship,” are beyond space and
time, but none the less dangerously real for all that.
Dangerous because Mr. Yeats’ reality comes between
a man and the hope of his heart and between him and

the deed of his hand, Dangerous because the reality
makes
” The seeming solid walls of use
Melt and diffuse,”
must
which is, of course, what the revolutionist
Only in the midst of perilous
pray for every morning.
things is it possible to find, real things.
And in the
midst of perilous things one finds joyous and vital
things as the romping comedy of Lady Gregory’s “ Hyacinth Halvey ” shows. In a sense, perhaps, some of
Lady Gregory’s construction is old,’ but, if so, then it
To end up a prois born again, and born different.
gramme beginning with “ The Jackdaw ” with “ HyaHyacinth
Halvey, ” both farcical comedies, and sandwich
” and “ The
between them “ Cathleen-ni-Houlihan
is a severe trial to both kinds of
Shadowy Waters
play. That they do not mutually extinguish each other
is surely a great tribute to both, and that the same
actors should play them is very courageous and very sucsuccessful: I-have not mentioned any individual actor because the acting of all is so entirely adequate that it
would be invidious to select any special names. I have
not dealt with all the plays because I have not got
space enough., I have not used many superlatives because the play? demand to be judged by a high critical
But I hope the Irish Theatre will visit us
standard.
again in the autumn and give us another opportunity
of seeing the same plays again,
L. HADEN GUEST.

ART,
F.C.G., Liberal Whip (Art Department).
One always wondered by what manner of means the
Liberals won the last General Election.
They went to
the country divided up into all kinds of little odd groups
that were not quite sure of each other’s orthodoxy.
Some were Whigs, some Liberal-Labour
men, some
were little-Englanders,
and others were worshippers of
a sun-that-never-sets.
But apparently it mattered not
one whit ; one and all they were washed ashore- in safety
as the greatest Liberal majority of history.
It was a
miracle ; and yet it seemed unlikely that Providence
had any special interest in performing miracles on
behalf of Mr. Lloyd-George or Mr. John Morley ; while
the Fabian Society and Mr. Bernard Shaw refused to
draw any spiteful distinction between Mr. Hyndman
and Mr. John Burns, and were generally helpful all
round. It all seemed an inexplicable mystery. It
is
perfectly clear now. It was not Free, Trade that saved
the Liberals ; it was F. C. G., cartoonist.
He made
everyone laugh so much ; and it’s quite impossible to
notice the fine distinction
between a Liberal and a
Conservative when you’re in the misty stages of laughter. It is not necessary to have a political programme
of your own, so long as you can-send everyone into fits
about the other men. F. C. G. drew Mr. Balfour as
a chameleon ; he dressed him up in all sorts of funny
costumes ; he undressed him as a South Sea Islander.
He drew all the bishops in a row as penguins ; he told
once more the tale of the carpenter and the oysters ;
he rigged up Mr. Wyndham as a French Revolutionist ;
he placed Mr. Chaplin and Lord Hugh Cecil with their
cars at the mouth of a gramophone, awaiting Mr. Balfour's
four’s next utterance on tariff reform ; he retold all
the nurser-v rhymes of our childhood with new faces
for the fairies and the goblins.
The Conservative party
collapsed in laughter.
Because F. C. G. chanced to be
altogether comical’ the electors thought that he was
telling them the rights and wrongs of political questions
tions, whereas he never did more than skim over the
surface of things.
It was, indeed, a surpassingly
clever political illusion.
Sir Francis Gould made Mr.
Chamberlain
so entirely ridiculous
as the “ March
Hart ” or the extinct dodo or some other reminiscence
of the nursery, that quite an appreciable number of
ZION’S
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electors thought that tariff reform was as silly as Mr.
I think it was Lord
Chamberlain in the cartoon.
Rosebery who said -that “ F. C. G. ” was the chief
asset of the Liberal party ; and the judgment was
As the authorised
rather a truism than a paradox.
exposition of Liberalism, the “ F, C. G.” cartoons now
on view at the Brook Street Galleries (14, Brook Street,
New Bond Street), are worth careful study. They are
a revelation of the political sense of the community.

THE
THE

There is no more terrible fact in the record of English
social history than the fact of the condition of child life in

One hears them mistaken for serious political arguments ; whereas they are no more profound than the
music hall singer when he gives his laudatory verse
You will not find anything in this gallery
on “ Joe.”
Mr. Max Beerwhich is not the merest burlesque.
Beerbohm,
for example, would have all sorts of subtle under-currents beneath his fun ; but “ F. C. G.” is on
the surface or nowhere at all. He lacks the sense of
dignity
which is essential in a great cartoonist.
thought

is no deeper

than

the trivial

trickery

be the citizens of to-morrow, never really get a chance in
life. From their birth they are handicapped Garden City
has a solution to offer for this serious social menaceto our
national well-being. Write for a pamphlet on the Garden
City at Letchworth and Its relation to various vital problems.
FIRST
GARDEN
CITY, Ltd.,

of the

He is only in the most modest
party catchwords.
sense of the word an artist, if you compare him with
Charles Keene and Mr. Raven Hill and such masters of
And yet he is worth fifty votes to the
pen and ink.
If I were organiser of the Tory
Liberals on a division.
party I would offer “ F. C. G. ” fifty thousand a year
and a peerage, and cheap, too. If he were only a little
more intelligent
and a better artist he might have an
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¶ Of the making of books there is no
end,” but we are quite certain there is no
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offer from the Labour
party.
By the bye, we await
our cartoonist ; we shall never build a great party on
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TOLSTOY AND THE WAR.
To THE EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE"
If someone writes to you to say that ice is hot, or to
express any other " reverse commonplace ” (as Tourgenef
calls such statements) I shall hardly feel called on to argue
the matter with them; nor (especially as I have dealt with
a similar matter at some length in this month’s “Millgate
Monthly " do I feel called on to join issues with Mr. Daniels,
who informs us that “corporate selfishness is what constitutes
the whole of our judicial and political institutions ” !
The familiar fallacy of anarchism will hardly become more
dangerous because it’ pleases Mr. Daniels to repeat it, without giving any reason for the faith that is in him.
+

c

+
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SOCIALISM AND PATRIOTISIM.
To the EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE"

AN

*
*
AGRICULTURAL

*
SUGGESTION.

To THE EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE"
I have read with great interest your able article on model
cottages and model labourers, but I should like to know
is it a fact that in wealthy England, you have not long

EXCELLENCE

Hovis

MAUDE.

As Mr. Cecil Chesterton admits that, nowadays at any rate,
patriotism is the first of Socialist duties, I will meet him
half way and allow that we may occasionally feel a somewhat more diffused (and rather vague) devotion to the larger
But,
alliance of communities to which our own belongs.
in using the word "alliance! ” does not Mr. Chesterton rather
give away the Imperialist case? “Alliance ” and " Empire,”
to say the least, are not exactly the same thing:
and
one fears that the ordinary Imperialist
would not at all
accept Mr. Chesterton’s idea of Empire.
Besides, Imperialism nowadays almost always implies depreciation of nationFor example, the “Yorkshire Post,” which really is an
nationality.
honest and respectable journal, always refers to the Irish
Parliamentary
Party as " the Patriots ” : the suggestion being that patriotism is a played-out affair and Imperialism
is the true brand.
Now. whatever we may think of the Irish
question in particular, I maintain that empires and alliances
are transitory, while, on the other hand, country and fatherland are permanent, ideas. Man is only at times an imimperialist animal. He is only in rare cases a humanitarian
animal.
Taking him as such, we must prove to him that his
nationalism will not be hurt by being socialised: but that in
the Socialist continent
or World nationality
will act as a
preventive against that fear of everybody being made equal,
on which the enemies of Socialism are for ever harping.
A. H. LEE.
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rejectedSex-Suffrage in the universal sense, and adopted exactly the recommendations made by Socialists in England.
Now that 300,000 propertied women in Norway have obtained
the suffrage, I venture to believe that the next step will be
to universalise manhood adult suffrage. Long after that,
and not until the sanctity of home life has received considerably greater shocks, the distinctions of husband and wife
will be recognised in political life.
H. H.
Southampton.
*
*
3c
To THE EDITORS OF "THE NEW AGE."
I
confess
to a liking for Mr. Guest’s strange, wild notions
+
46
+
of Drama; but it is a pity he should generally end his
To THE EDITORS OF "
NEW AGE ”
articles where he intended to begin them. After all, dramatic
The suggestion in your issue of the 13th June that the tic criticism is criticism of drama, or it is misnamed ; and
Royal Agricultural Society should open a new class of live- Mr. Guest’s criticisms are seldom that. Instead of discussstock and offer suitable prizes for the best pen (or cottage) ing the drama, we have very interesting discussions of everyof agricultural labourers is a very interesting one. Its sin- thing else, from Marriage to Red Indians and the Native
cerity is another matter. Nothing is said, however, about the question. For example, in last week’s article on "Man and
proposed standard of excellence, or “points,” as to which Superman ” (by the way, I suggest “Bore and Superbore ”
as the likeliest title of this over-discussed play ten years
some possible divergence of opinion is not inconceivable.
The question of appointment of judges would also possess hence, at the present rate of discussion), Mr. Guest has not
attractive features and the awards of a representative com- a single word of dramatic criticism to offer. I, for one, shall
bination, say of Mr. Bernard Shaw and Mr. Sandow would reluctantly be dragged to the conclusion that Mr. Guest has
be eagerly looked for. A better and more impartial plan no ideas on the subject of Drama at all. This very suspicion
would be to offer these positions to ladies, and some of the of mine may force him to a public confessional.
ERNEST NEWLAND.
wasted energy of the suffragette movement might be advanNewcastle-on-Tyne.
tageously tapped for the purpose. These charming creatures
would, I am sure, be quite prepared to pass unequivocal
judgment on poor Hodge-- especially if competition was restricted to voters-and the experience they already possess
of a certain “fine body of men ” might be turned to good
G. HOLROYD EDWARDS.
account.
CO., Ltd.
#
it
*
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To THE EDITORS OF "THE NEW AGE."
Industrial
and Ordinary
Branches,
Your editorial of last week on this subject apparently endorses Mr. Wells’s article but to my mind there is a fatal
ANNUAL
INCOME
nearly
1,250,000
discrepancy. You argue unanswerably in favour of preserving
TOTAL
FUNDS
CLAIMS
PAID
5,000,000
ing a free Socialist platform in the Fabian Society; but
Gentlemen able to influence good business will find the Company’s Agency
does not Mr. Wells mean more than that? If he means terms
very remunerative.
only that the Fabian Society should abstain from direct poliAgency Terms and Prospectuses on application to-tical action, then why all this bother? Who (if I may say so)
S. J. PORT, Secretary.
CHIEF
OFFICES :cares whether the Fabian Society enters politics or not? As
BROAD
STREET
CORNER.
BIRMINGHAM.
the custodians of Socialism they have all the responsibility ;
If the
and the rest of the political world is indifferent.
Fabian Society ruins itself by political entanglement, I can BOOKS BOUGHT, SOLD, AND EXCHANGED.
even foresee rejoicings in the Liberal and Conservative
C. CANNON
(Successor, D. J. RIDER).
camps. That would be playing the enemy’s game. On the
36, ST. MARTIN’S COURT, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.
other hand, the fate of the Fabian Society is scarcely a
Good Prices given for all books on Socialism, Art, Philosophy,
matter of public concern. A free platform ‘must exist, if not
The Drama, etc.
in the Fabian Society, then elsewhere.
Books bv Fabian writers specially required.
Frank
BREWSTER.
+
+
COUNTRY ENGAGEMENT.- Mother’s Help, Socialist and
Vegetarian family.
Old farm house;
three little girls.SOCIALISM AND PATRIOTISM.
Address, M., Slough Farm. Danbury, Essex.
To THE EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE.’
I am indebted to your correspondents and to Mr. Clifford
BOSCOMBE.-Comfortable apartments, good aspect, near sea.
Sharp for so much illumination.
If only the illumination
Terms reasonable.-C. C., " Eversfield,” Walpole Road, BosBournemouth.
had been thrown on the subject of patriotism I should have Boscombe,
been gratified. I am really surprised that Mr. Sharp should
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA-Board Residencewith private family.
have thought it necessary to inform me that the imaginative
Close station, beach. trams. Good cooking, late dinner.
entities England, France, and Germany, are existent in the -B. ” Lodwav.” Valkyrie Road.
sense in which a brick, for example, is existent. I recommend to him Maeterlinck’s "Life of the Bee.” Under the
name of the "spirit of the hive ” Maeterlinck seems to me
to describe exactly what one really means by Patriotism ; but
to say that the “spirit of the hive” exists-except, of course,
A BOARDING
AND
DAY-SCHOOL
FOR
as an imaginative entity having its place in the mind-is
GIRLS
AND
FOR
YOUNGER
BOYS.
“philosophic futility,” if you like. Mr. Chesterton blunders
even more grossly in his metaphysics. He informs me that In addition
to a thorough general equipment, the
if I knock down a citizen it is ‘“England ” that locks me
AIMS
are the CULTIVATION
of
up ! My personal experience happens to enable me to deny SPECIAL
HEALTH
by means of an outdoor life
it point-blank. It is not “England” that locks you up, but PHYSICAL
two or three policemen. Surely Mr. Chesterton has heard in ideal surroundings, and by a well-studied dietary.
of Ibsen, or, at least, Mr. Shaw’s “Quintessence of Ibsenism.”
The DEVELOPMENT
of FACULTY
by a careful
Let him consider Ibsen’s conception of the State, and Ibsen’s adaption of method to individual requirement, and by
proposal to abolish the State. . . . . As I have recommen- due attention to practical work and to the formation of
ded a book each to Mr. Sharp and Mr. Chesterton, I may
MENTAL
HABITS.
as well play fair and recommend Mr. Lee to read " Fabianism CORRECT
and the Empire.” If he really believes that "true nationalism
For Prospectrcs applyism is the enemy of Imperialism,” then obviously (I hope
MISS CLARK,
COOMBE HILL
SCHOOL,
obviously is the right word) the superstition of nationality
R. M.
is fatal to progress. Q.E.D.
WESTERHAM,
KENT.
+
+
*
SEX - SUFFRAGE.
ago instituted such competitions? We in " poor ” Ireland
have had such competitions in full swing for many years
past, for the labourer, his family, his animals, his house, and
his
garden.
Mostbeneficial such competitions have proved. I am glad
to find that Ireland shows the lead in this matter, as she has
done in so many others.
In Cork and Limerick Exhibitions we had model labourers’
cottages with garden plots attached. Not only do committee‘sgo round the country inspecting the labourers and their
cottages, but in the city there are prizes given for best kept
R. GIBSON.
rooms in tenement houses.
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May I draw the attention of your Suffragette readers to
the recent events in Norway ? From the reports it appears
that the course of events has been precisely that foreseen for
the Woman’s Movement in England.
The Storthing re-
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