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THE OUTLOOK.

crowd. We can say with- the authority of eye-witnesses, that there was absolutely no disorder on the
part of the demonstrators previous to this wanton
From the Bastille to Riga.
provocation. As a matter of fact, there was hardly any
It was singularly appropriate that the great meeting
disorder even after it, except such as was caused by
of protest against a Russian alliance should take place the police themselves. Yet several quite peaceable perupon July 14th. For it was on that date that over a sons, including women, were roughly handled, and a
century ago the French people seized the Bastille and red flag was captured and torn up-a perfectly indefengave the signal for that uprising of the spirit of Europe
sible affront which might easily have caused a serious
The Bastille, according
the end of which is not yet.
riot.
Really the police ought to be taught their busito the researches of the latest students, appears to have ness better.
Their encounters with the Suffragettes
been by no means an especially unbearable place-nohave made them the laughing stock of the country ; yet
thing resembling the horrible infernos where women ‘in that ‘case they had more excuse, for their opponents
are tortured and outraged to this day by order of the were deliberately bent on provoking a conflict.
On
Tzar. But the taking of the Bastille was nevertheless
Sunday, on the other hand, the crowd was perfectly
one of the landmarks of the world’s history, the first
orderly, and only wished to do what the police had
declaration of the war which France waged on behalf given them permission to do. There is not the slighof human freedom. And throughout that war and ever test doubt that had the police refrained from interfering
since Russia has played the Ahriman to France’s
the crowd, after giving its “ groans for Grey,” and reOrmuzd. It was by the Russian snows that the armies of affirming its resolution, would have dispersed quite
the Revolution were at last stayed ; it was Russia that
quietly.
As it was, the guardians of order narrowly
for half a century held Europe down under the heel of escaped provoking a dangerous fracas, and succeeded
her kings ; it is from Russia (as Mr. Belloc has put it) in giving the people of England another illustration of
that “ an unknown rule and the advance of relentless
the devotion of a Liberal Government to the ideal of
things menaces Europe now.”
It is safe to say that
personal liberty.
the destruct-ion of the Russian autocracy would mean
far more to Europe than even the French Revolution
Colne Valley Next.
did. Not only is the Empire a much vaster one, but,
The splendid victory of Pete Curran at Jarrow should
while the French Revolution was in the main political,
encourage the Socialists and Labourites of the Colne
the Russian revolution will almost certainly be social Valley to work with a will for the return of Mr. Grayand economic also. It is impossible to estimate the son. It will be a harder job than the last, but with
effect upon the balance of forces of the substitution of adequate energy and efficiency it ought to be done.
a Democratic, perhaps of a Social Democratic, State Mr. Grayson has a special claim upon the support of
for the immense military tyranny which for so long
Socialists all over the country, because he is not only
kept the. West in awe. Those Englishmen, therefore,
an outspoken and unflinching Socialist himself, but is
did well who assembled on Sunday to protest against
running under the auspices of a Socialist Society. Sotheir country repeating Pitt’s disastrous blunder and cialists and Trades Unionists are working loyally tohelping the Tzar and his agents to strangle the nascent gether in Colne Valley, as they did at Jarrow, but, if
liberties of the Russian people. Considering the shortthe Socialists wish their principles to become and reness of the notice, and the difficulty apparently experimain the guiding principle of the Labour Party they
enced in advertising the meeting, the demonstration
must show themselves able and willing to supply an
was an extremely effective one, and its unanimity and adequate backing for their own candidates.
We thereenthusiasm must, one would suppose, make Sir Ed- fore urge every Socialist throughout
the country to
ward Grey pause before he commits us to a policy dis- consider what he can do to make Colne Valley as big
astrous alike to our interests and our honour.
a triumph as Jarrow-and
to do it.

The Police and Disorder.

A Word to Dr. Clifford.

Who is responsible for the proceedings of the police
after the Trafalgar Square demonstration?
We confess that they appear to us utterly indefensible.
At
the conclusion of the meeting in the Square the assembly was invited by a speaker to march down Whitehall and demonstrate in front of the Foreign Office.
The police made no objection to this, indeed we understand that their permission had been given ; and they
themselves accompanied the procession along Whitehall. Yet, when the destination was reached, and Mr.
Jack Williams attempted to address his followers, he
was violently pulled down, and, immediately, without
warning or provocation, a posse of police charged the

Does Dr. Clifford still profess to be a Socialist? We
believe that he is still a member of the Fabian Society,
which ought to be a sufficient guarantee.
But, if he is
a Socialist, how does he justify his repeated efforts to
secure the defeat of Socialist and the election of nonSocialist candidates ?
At Jarrow a letter from him
recommending the electors to vote for Mr. Hughes was
widely used to damage Curran’s candidature.
Nor is
this an isolated case. At the General Election he intervened at Bradford to support an exceptionally reactionary Liberal candidate against so excellent a
Labour and Socialist representative as Mr. Jowett.
At Huddersfield, again, Mr. Sherwell made great capital
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tal out of the Doctor’s blessing, and the majority being
a very small one, it is almost safe to say that his interThe same
vention lost the Labour Party the seat.
thing happened at Jarrow, and will doubtless happen at
Now we have no objection to Liberals
Colne Valley.
supporting Liberal candidates, and if Dr. Clifford has
now become a Liberal pure and simple he had better
say so. For this treacherous back-stabbing by a memDr. Clifford
ber of a Socialist society is unendurable.
has gained much reputation and influence by his alleged
Socialist sympathies.
The Fabian Society has itself
added to that influence by publishing a Tract by him,
which still has, we understand, a large sale. It is intolerable that the influence so gained should be used to
damage Socialist candidatures.
The reverend gentleman should either cease from these disloyal escapades
or resign from the Fabian Society and- declare himself
Until he does
a Liberal and an enemy of Socialism.
one or the other, we.. shall consider his political conscience badly in need of repairs.

Honours Rooted in Dishonour.
We are unfeignedly glad to see that the Liberal. Party
still contains a few persons not impervious to the disgrace of our present method of bestowing “ honours,”
and not afraid to express their disgust at it even when
their own party is in power. We congratulate Mr. Lea
upon his courage and independence.
Of course, he is
being abused violently in the Liberal Press, and the
orthodox Liberals in his constituency are grumbling at
his perversity in not recognising the infallibility
and
But
impeccability of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.
we ought all to be grateful to him for having dragged
into the light the sort of scandal that is becoming more
and more common every year. The knighting of Sir
James Smith, late chairman of the Prime Minister’s election committee and a director of the Ayrshire Foundry
Company, when that body, by the Premier’s own admission, fraudulently supplied the Navy with a defective rudder, was a particularly disgraceful case. But
the real evil lies deeper. Everyone knows perfectly
well that titles are cynically sold by all Governments in
return for contributions to the war-chest of the party.
The fund so formed is secret. No one knows either
how it is obtained or how it is spent. As Mr. G. K.
-Chesterton (surely a sufficiently loyal Liberal) says in a
letter to the ” Daily News ” : “ Rich men pay into it
and are made Peers : poor men are paid out of it and
are made slaves.”
It is for protesting against this
monstrous state of things that Mr. Lea was indicted for
a breach of the privileges of the House. Whether expressly condemned or not; every word that he has said
-will remain true, and will have to be repeated again and
again until the nation understands it. Meanwhile, we
cannot help expressing some amazement at the doctrine laid down by the Speaker that “ the Prime Minister is not responsible to the- House for any advice he
might give the Sovereign in the recommendation of
honours. ”
It is’ notorious that, according to the
theory of the British Constitution, the King can do no
wrong, and that his advisers are responsible for all his
acts.
If they cannot be questioned in Parliament in
regard to the exercise of one of the most important of
the royal prerogatives, it seems to us that the very
foundation of our constitutional
liberties is seriously
endangered.
When is a Pledge not a Pledge ?
Unfortunately,
Mr. Lea’s independence of mind and
conscience is rare-in the Liberal Party. Most Liberals
are apparently willing to follow Sir Henry CampbellBannerman whithersoever
he may lead them over
mountains of broken pledges and shivered principles.
This was shown pretty conclusively this week when
the question of the sugar duty was before the House of
Commons. Those whose memories go back beyond the
last General Election-apparently
the memory of the
average Liberal member stops long before that date-will recollect that the existing tax on sugar appeared
at that time to excite as much horror in the Liberal
mind as the prospective tax on bread. We were told
that it was destroying a prosperous industry, throwing

thousands out of employment, and imposing an intolerable
able burden on the consumer. When the General Election came, hundreds of Liberals pledged themselves to
repeal the tax. Yet, when Mr. Harold Cox moved to
halve it, Liberal after Liberal rose and said that,
though it was perfectly true that he had promised to
support the repeal of the tax, yet he thought that the
best way to secure that repeal would be-to
vote
against it ! We cannot go into all the arguments by
which this remarkable conclusion was reached, but
nobody who has studied the speeches of Messrs.
Richardson,
Hemmerde,
Maddison,
and
Roberts,
others will dispute the accuracy of the above summary.
It was suggested that the sugar tax had to be retained
in order to afford the promised “ nucleus ” for Old Age
Pensions. This, of course, is exactly what Mr. Chamberlain said about his corn tax ; and who does not recollect the storm of indignation and derision with which
that suggestion of his was greeted by Liberals and
Free Traders of all shades? The fact is, of course,
that the money wanted for Old Age Pensions could be
found to-morrow if the Government made up its mind
to tax the unearned incomes of the rich instead of the
necessities and petty luxuries of the poor. But then
nearly all the rich men would leave the party.
And
where would Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
get his
next batch of Peers from?

The Peers as Democrats.
The two paradoxes of the week are Mr. Balfour’s
appearance as a brilliant expositor of Socialist economics and the appearance of the House of Lords as the
restorers to the Army Bill of a thoroughly- democratic
clause expunged to meet the view of Radical and (we
regret to say) Labour members of the Lower House.
With the former incident we deal elsewhere ; for the
latter we are heartily grateful, and can only hope that
the Commons will allow the provision to stand. We
need not labour the point again ; we have already indicated how essential it is, if we’ want a really democratic army, that Mr. Haldane’s “ reserve of officers ”
should not be drawn exclusively
from the public
schools. We are glad to note that in the course of the
debate no less an authority than Lord Roberts quoted
approvingly from Mr. Quelch’s tract “ Social Democracy and the Armed Nation.”
That is a very notable
sign.
In a few years, we fancy, the combination
of intelligent Socialists desiring above all things a democratic army, and practical soldiers desiring above all
things an efficient army, will be so formidable that no
combination of Tolstoyans and defenders of class privilege will be able to stand against it.

Tests ‘and Training.
On the whole, we think Mr. McKenna should be
congratulated upon his efforts to free the training colleges from religious rates. We do not share the Nonconformist superstition that it is wicked for the State
to support “ denominational ” teaching, and we utterly
disapprove of the policy embodied in the two Education
Bills by the present Government.
But the training colleges are in a different position.
The fact that two or
three religious societies have a virtual monopoly of the
means by which teachers are trained for work in the
elementary schools is at once an oppressive burden on
prospective teachers and a flat negation of the very idea
of national
education.
We do not say that Mr.
McKenna’s solution is the best possible. We should
prefer to see all training
colleges brought
under
national control, with such provision as may be necessary for special denominational
training.
But, as
against ecclesiastical monopoly, we are entirely with
the Minister.

The Extension of Landlordism.
We are glad that the Government stood up’ for the
rights of the community as against Mr. Jesse Collings’
attempt to save British agriculture by turning big landlords into small ones. Nothing, we conceive, could be
more fatal than to hand over the land absolutely to

small men, as irresponsible as the old landlords and
If we are really to redeem our
even. less intelligent.
agriculture, it must be by a vigorous and well-conNEVER
since the time of the Lords’ Committee on
ceived scheme of State organisation and encourageSweating has the painful question of home work and
ment. And this will be permanently impossible if every under payment received so much attention as it has
petty farmer is a despot over his own fields. Moreduring the last year or so. A Select Committee of the
over, the peasant would not long remain owner. EngHouse of Commons is now engaged in investigating
land is not France, and even in France the system
the subject, and a Commissioner (Mr. Ernest Aves) has
In England, a highly
seems to be breaking down.
been sent by the Home Office to study the methods of
industrialised country unprotected by tariffs, a peasant regulation in use in Australia and New Zealand. It will
proprietary,
if started, would almost immediately be be the duty of Socialists and sympathisers with the
bought up by money-lenders, and the only result would
Labour Party to see that the Government does not rest
be the substitution of a much worse and harsher system contented with investigations which, however interesttem of landlordism
for the feudal survivals of the ing from a scientific point of view, will not per se do
present time. The Government, backed very-ably by much to raise wages. Until Mr. Aves and the Select
Mr. Masterman, secured the rejection by the CommitCommittee have reported, it is useless to try and foretee of Mr. Collings’ proposal, and now we have at cast the probable lines of legislation ; but it may not
least the satisfaction of knowing that whatever land is be uninteresting to our readers to recall the principal
taken from the landlords will go to the people and not suggestions that have been made. Social reformers are
to a new privileged class.
a good deal divided among themselves on this question,
as on many others. Some want regulation of wages ;
Indian Opinion Ignored.
others regard it as practically impossible, and believe
that stricter enforcement of sanitary law will indirectly
AS regards India, again, perhaps the worst feature
of the situation is that the development of Indian
tend to raise wages. All are agreed, however, that the
opinion is being kept carefully from the knowledge of main source of difficulty is, first of all, the weak and
England.
What does India herself think?-that
is the unorganised condition of the workers themselves, who,
from lack of combination, are continually forced to take
first question to be asked and the last to be answered.
Reuter and nearly all the other correspondents give lower and lower rates of pay ; if they stand out for
more, someone else, in their own phrase, will “ go benothing but Anglo-Indian
views-most
of the Indian
hind them ” and take the work for less. This evil has
correspondents, indeed, are on the staffs of Anglo-Inbeen attacked with great vigour and determination in
dian papers, which papers lately have been beating
Australasia on two distinct lines of action, which may
New York at the game of journalistic
debasement.
Venom and lies, false rumours and violent attacks on be summarised thus :the Indians-these
have been for over a year the charNew Zealand Ran.
Victoria Plan.
acteristics of the Anglo-Indian
newspapers.
This is
Instituted by Mr. Pember
Instituted
Victoria,
not told in England, but the deadly work has been Reeves in 1894. Based on Australia, in 1896. Wages
going on, as can be proved.
trade unionism, but any seven boards, consisting of elected
On the other hand,
nothing has been heard in England of Indian Press workers can register as a representatives of employers
employed.
Can
be
opinion except a few well-selected extracts from the union, and have their wages and
and conditions of work regulatedformed in any industry, and
most extreme vernacular papers ; the body of moderate
lated by a conciliation board have power to fix wages, piece
and responsible opinion has not been allowed to echo backed
by a court of arbitration or time.
through the cables, and England is made to believe
tion, whose decisions have the
Supported by Sir Charles
lies, lies, lies ! It is a terrible scandal, and a disgrace
force of law.
Dilke and the Anti-Sweating
Supported by Mr. and Mrs. League.
to an Imperial people. It must be made known that
Sidney Webb, Miss Clementina
--leaving out the extremists and one or two well-flattina Black, and others.
tered Indian Princes-the
vast majority of moderate
Both these methods appear to have worked well, and
politicians in India have turned dead against the Secrehave been extensively adopted in other Colonies, i.e.,
tary of State and his policy, and it is for Mr. Morley
to judge whether this is of any consequence. We chal- the New Zealand plan in New South Wales and Western
A
lenge the new correspondent of the “ Times ” to find tern Australia and the Victorian in South Australia.
a dozen leaders of opinion in all India-journalistic
or Bill on Victorian lines has been several times introduced
Those who desire a
political-who
are backing up John Morley and his in our own House of Commons.
more drastic control of the sanitary conditions of home
miserable methods of trampling
on public opinion.
work are also divided among themselves, and the main
Our first duty is to find out what India thinks,
proposals may be briefly summarised thus :and we are doing just the opposite. We have in India
now a body of men who, taken together, are among
Mr. Tennant's Bill.
Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald's
the finest statesmen the Empire has ever produced, and
Bill.
Would render the employer
they are being ignored insultingly.
There are evidences of home-workers responsible
Would introduce a system
at hand that India’s feelings ‘are being hurt beyond for the sanitary conditions in of licences or certificates, to
remedy, because at a crisis like this we have not the which they work, just as the be taken out by home
occupier of a workshop is re- workers, and in default of
courtesy or the Imperial good sense to consult the chief
Administration in which no employer may give
Indian publicists in the provinces concerned. Why do responsible.
the hands of local sanitary
work out. The control to be
we honour SO highly such men as Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
authorities.
in the hands of the factory
General Botha, the late Mr. Seddon, Mr. Deakin, and
inspectors, who would have to
other Colonial statesmen and so vilely dishonour men
visit and inspect home-work
of India, their equals, if not their superiors, in political
places
before granting
the
licence.
Interim certificates
sagacity and- personal ability?
Does Mr. John Morley
to be granted until the infeel that he must justify his offensive assertion that the
spection has been made.
Indians could not govern India for a week, by taking
Both these plans have their good points, and both of
care that England shall not know anything of her best
Mr. Tennant’s Bill aims
Indian statesmen ? London for Colonial statesmen and course are open to criticism.
at continuing, improving, and strengthening the present
Mandalay for their Indian equals ; this is not Imperialsystem, under which local authorities collect the lists of
ism ; it is madness.
outworkers, and arc supposed to inspect their homes, a
duty which is efficiently carried out in some cases and is
utterly neglected in others. Mr. MacDonald’s
Bill is
more idealistic, and would introduce a new system of
central control which would probably be far more

Home Work and Sweating.

JU-VIS
BEEF TEA

A Breakfast Cup for a 1d.

efficientthan anything

we have at present

; the obstacle

is

the great number of inspectors that would be required,
and the difficulty of inducing the Treasury to grant their
Salaries. It is a pity that neither of these Bills includes
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the admirable suggestion

made years ago by Mr. C.
Booth and Mrs. Sidney Webb, as a result of their joint
work in East London, viz., that the landlord as well as
the employer should be made responsible for the condition of home work places, and a double system of registration should be introduced,- the landlord having to
register the tenement let as a workroom, the employer
This double registration
the outworker
employed.
would probably be a great assistance to the inspectors,
and would make things considerably less pleasant for
B. L. H.
the owners of sweating dens.

Mr. Balfour and Land Values.
WE only wish that all Socialists had the grasp of
Socialism displayed by Mr. Balfour in his speech on the
Scots Land Values Bill on Wednesday of last week. In
a brief but incomparably lucid criticism of the Government Bill he effectually destroyed the whole single-tax
theory by exactly such arguments as were long ago put
forward in a Fabian Tract (No. 7) ; arguments, too,
which assume the thoroughly Socialist contention that
The
all value is a social and not an individual product.
following is an extract from the “ Times ” report of
Mr. Balfour’s speech :
In a civilised community nothing was of value to the
owner except through the exertions of the society in
which he lived and the predecessors of that society. We
were all inheritors of wealth; even weekly wage-earners were
inheritors of wealth, or a subsistence to which they
had only in part contributed. Let them take the case of
a retail tradesman who owned a house in a thoroughfare
that became fashionable. His business opportunities grew
and he made a great deal of money by the mere accident
of the situation. His wealth was as much due to the society
in which he lived as that of the owner of any site in the
centre of the Metropolis. Who contributed to this unearned
increment ? Hon. gentlemen sometimes talked as if the
people who made the unearned increment of a plot of land
in a town were the other citizens of the town, and they
only. That was a proposition which no man would believe
who grasped the fact that more than the citizens then living
had been concerned, and that it was not the community
who collected the rates and benefited by the rates who alone
had to do with this social development. What would Glasgow
be but for the general system of which it was part? Workers
in every part of the world contributed to its development
as much as the citizens of Glasgow. The doctrine of unearned increment, if once really understood, would be seen
to have unexpected consequences.
Too many earnest reformers having tracked the economic dragon to its lair in the land have hastily concluded that a thumping tax on land and the appropriation by the community of “ unearned increment ” of
land value would prove an effective remedy for most of
our economic ills. And doubtless if land were the only
form of capital, such a -remedy might be completely
successful.
But exactly to the extent of civilisation,
the forms of capital become more and more complex ;
and though their roots are still in the land, their industrial branches are far enough away from it. In " Facts
for Socialists ” (Fabian Tract No. 5), we are told that
of the total annual produce of the United Kingdom
(1,800 millions sterling) the total rent-roll of lands, etc.,
amounts to only 290 millions, or about one-sixth ; while
interest on capital as distinct from rent on land is
estimated at an annual total of 360 millions, or one-fifth
of the annual produce. This being the case, it is obvious that however thumping the tax on land values
may be made, still greater areas of capital will be left
comparatively free. In short, the single-tax is only a
partial tax.
Mr. Balfour, it will be seen from the above extract,
therefore took up a perfectly sound position.
He
asked, in effect, why land should be taxed and capital
in another form be left untaxed.
If all value without
exception is a social product, then all values without
exception are amenable to communal taxation, and indeed to communal ownership.
That, in a word, is the
Socialist position ; and we are glad to see that Mr.
Balfour thoroughly understands ‘it. The practical
application of the theory, however, he was not, of course,
inclined to make. That, as he justly recognised, was
being undertaken by the Liberal Government.
Yet it
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surely is. as plain as a pikestaff that sooner or later
the Government that begins with the taxation of land
values on the assumption that value is a social product
must continue with the taxation of all values and end
with their appropriation on precisely the same assumption. As Mr. Balfour remarked : “ the doctrine of unearned increment, if once really understood, would be
seen to have unexpected consequences. ”
We cannot admit, however, that in the discussion it
was the Government that was being ridden by theory
and Mr. Balfour who was driving at practice.
Obviously
ously, in fact, the very reverse was the case. Theory
ridden as Liberalism undoubtedly is, in this instance
there were solid reasons of fact for the Bill. That no
less than two hundred and fifty municipalities had petitioned in favour of such a measure was argument
enough without a single- theory ; and, moreover, we
are pretty sure-that the Lord Advocate of Scotland had
no complete grasp of the theory of social value. As a
Single-taxer
he was, in fact, disqualified from the
possession of the complete theory ; and hence he fell
an easy prey to Mr. Balfour’s more thorough-going conception. On the whole, the discussion was an example
of the ease with which a bit of Socialist practice may
be made to look slightly ridiculous in the light of the
complete Socialist theory ; and the method of Mr. Balfour may be paralleled by the uncompromising methods
of doctrinaire Socialists, who employ the whole loaf of
theory to squash the crumb of practice.
While,
however,
conceding that on theoretical
grounds Mr. Balfour’s out and out Socialist attitude
was undeniable, we cannot admit that it was expedient.
Mr. Barnes, for the Labour Party, took the sensible
practical Socialist view of recognising the Bill as a
first step in the direction of restoring to the community
that which had been earned by the community.
It may
also be remembered that Parliament has already recognised the principle of the taxation of capital other than
land in such measures as the Factory Acts, Workmen’s
Compensation Acts, Employers’ Liability Acts. These,
in effect, are a slight (all too slight) tax on industrial
capital ; and it needs now a Land Values tax to bring
land into the same position as capital in general. Hence
we welcome the measure’ which is intended to follow
the present Bill ; and hope that the same will be extended to England as soon as possible.

Mark Twain.
IT is strange that the land which takes itself most seriously should have given birth to the man who has set
the whole world laughing.
Yet this strangeness is
only. superficial, for America seems to be set apart by
destiny for big events; and her large seriousness naturally
ally makes it possible only for humour of the giant
order to survive.
So we have Mark Twain, a child of
the land of the biggest things on earth, bestriding the
Atlantic like a colossus, whilst the two hemispheres roll
about him shaking with laughter.
Mark Twain is the
entente cordiale of the Anglo-Saxon peoples.
The interesting consideration in reference to Mark
Twain as an American is that in literature America has
produced only two heroic things which are absolutely
indigenous.
It has produced great derivative writers
such as Poe; Emerson, and Thoreau ; and its minor derivative writers are to be counted by the score. But
when it comes to personality in letters we suddenly find
our range narrowed almost to vanishing point. Great
as are Emerson and Poe, they are a continuation of the
European tradition ; they might just as easily have been
the products of London or Paris.
But there are two
American writers of the first order, who can hold their
heads up among the best of the Old World and yet
retain their individuality.
One of them was the good
grey poet, Walt Whitman,
and the other is Mark
Twain.
These two have many things in common, with
the notable exception of that sense of humour which
is supreme in one of them. “ Leaves of Grass ” is as
serious as the Bible ; indeed, it is more so, for it is
doubtful if Mark Twain- even could find a joke in Walt
Whitman,
a feat he performed in reference to the
Hebrew scriptures.
What Mark Twain and Walt
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Whitman have in common is a personality which excites
it was not a formal Socialism at all. Yet, in spite of all
general affection, coupled with a matter-of-fact irreverence this, how virtually and radically Socialistid it was we
ence for the past, and a- generous and humane interest
must now see.
in the occurrences of the present. There is a robust
It practically asked from each citizen according to his
and independent humanity about each of them, and ability, and gave to each according to his need. This
Abraham Lincoln might have said of Mark Twain, just was accomplished in the main by two institutions : the
as he said on seeing Walt Whitman, “ Well, he looks
so-called “ liturgics,”
securing from the rich gratificalike a man.”
tion for the less fortunate, and above all by the “ dicasticon,"
America was born of the negation of traditional inor daily money payment for public service, given
stitutions.
Her first colonists were children of revolt ; to any citizen who wished it, and in quantity sufficient
they elected to make a tradition of their own in the to enable him to live upon it in respectability
and
wilderness ; and when they found it necessary to defend ordinary comfort.
It was the latter institution which,
what they had made, they fought and won, and out of above all, made Athens Socialistic, and was introduced
their victory came the American people.
by Pericles, as we may clearly learn, among other
Mark Twain as laughter-maker is largely a portrayer
sources, from Aristotle (Politics II, 12) and Plato (Gorgias
of things seen through this American glass. It is the
575). We will consider the latter first.
irreverent vision.
He looks at European institutions in
The dicasticon was the daily money payment, first of
the “ New Pilgrim’s Progress ” much as Europeans
one obol and later of three, to any Athenian citizen who
might look at the gods of Elephanta or the josses of did duty as a dicast or juror in the multitudinous courts
Benin. He can admire also, but his admiration skips of Athens.
One obol is three cents-seemingly
a small
the-faded hierarchy of Europe, and fastens upon some- affair, and yet, as we shall see, measured by Athenian
thing primal, a tradition of the East, for instance, the prices, sufficient to maintain life in respectability and
Towers of Silence of Delhi or the simple draperies of comfort, and paid sufficiently
frequently
to form,
the bronze humanity of Bombay. This line of thought
Mahaffy tells us (“ Old Greek Life,” p. 68), “ an inindicates the essentials of Mark Twain’s laughter or come on which most of the poorer citizens lived.”
It
his praise, his jest or his scorn. He-could set us holdwas paid for this purpose. Athenian courts were held
ing our sides if he described our House of Lords.
He not only for her citizens, but for all the allied cities
can tell a lie so splendidly that it becomes immortal and subject to her leadership.
They were therefore numerhilarious truth ; and he can be as serious as Isaiah
ous and practically continuous.
It has been calculated
about any wrong done to humanity.
that six thousand persons received the dicasticon each
Indeed, Mark
Twain is a philosopher who uses’ laughter as his day, supporting perhaps thirty thousand persons (inmedium ; when he jests, it would seem as though he cluding wives and children), or some third of the free
did so out of kindliness.
He puts on the cap and population.
bells instead of crown or mitre, but with the same
And this payment was only the principal one of several
purpose.
ral similar payments.
It was for service in the courts ;
but for attendance at the ecclesia, or popular assembly,
to which also any Athenian citizen could go, there was
another payment, an ecclesiasticon, varying at different
times from one to nine obols (twenty-seven cents).
II.
Moreover, the city saw to it that her poorest citizen
WHAT is a Socialistic organisation
of a city?
The could
enjoy the drama and the religious festivities, both
ownership and operation of land and capital collectively
of which were considered municipal functions which it
by the city, for the good of its citizens.
Did Athens
was important that every citizen should attend.
Therefore
under Pericles have this?
No student of Boeckh’s
“ Public Economy of Athens,” nor one who can put fore the poorer citizens were paid a theoricon of two
together the statements of hundreds or thousands of obols for the drama and various payments for the different
ent religious festivities which in Athens were more
passages in the classic Greek authors, can well-deny
numerous than in any other city.
Xenophon, indeed,
this.
Athens owned lands, mines, forests, farms,
tells
that
festivals
like
the
Panathenaea
and the Dionysia
houses, markets, which it worked, under one form or
were more for the benefit of the poor than for woranother, for the profit of the citizens.
Its citizens did
ship of the gods.
At some of these festivities three
not support the city ; the city supported the citizens-hundred
oxen
were
slain
at city expense and given to
at least all such as needed support.
Out of the rethe poor. Distribution
of corn was of frequent occurvenues-derived from its possessions, Athens practically
guaranteed a livelihood to every citizen.
Have we not rence.
These payments were for any citizens ; but to especial
here the essence of a very complete Socialism?
Yet
Those
how truly this prevailed in Athens can be seen only as classes were given especial and larger sums.
elected
to
the
Boule,
or
Council,
were,
of
course,
paid,
we enter into some detail.
as were all attorneys, clerks, soldiers, policemen, and
It is necessary to’ make some distinctions.
There
minor officials of every kind ; so also were orators,
was in Athens no attempt at any community or even
poets,
artists’ ; to the orphans and widows of
equality of goods. Aristotle scoffed at such ideals, and soldiers,singers,
to the unfortunate and disabled, abundant penAristophanes burlesqued them. Athens was not com- sions were extended.
No citizen of Athens who was in
munistic.
But then this is not Socialism.
Socialism
health and willing to do a little service for the State had
and Communism are distinct.
Once again, Athens was any need of continuing in want.
not Socialistic in any modern ethical sense of the word,
And see what these payments meant.
Professor
as based on ideals of human brotherhood or theories of Boeckh, in his “ Public Economy of Athens,” estimates
universal rights.
The fellow-citizens of Socrates and of that prices in Athens, under Pericles, were at least ten
Plato knew no such theories.
The individual, per se, times lower than in modern times.
He who received
they did not recognise.
He was an idios-no-man,
three obols a day, therefore received the equivalent of
an idiot.
Athens’s Socialism was distinctly
selfish.
He probably received vastly more
ninety cents to-day.
Her citizens instituted it simply because they believed
compared with modern city prices. Demosthenes speaks
it to be for their own interests.
It was of the city, for of a little house worth seven minae (about $126). Houses
the citizens, and for no one else. Aliens, even resi- could be bought for half that, or rented for five dollars
dents in Athens, had no share in it. Slaves were not per year. An ordinary slave brought about thirty-six
citizens, and scarcely considered human. Economically
dollars ; meat prepared for dinner cost half an obol,
they were not men and women, but marvellous toots
and a warm drink, a chalcus, or half a cent.
A
worked to produce for the citizens.
They were a part
fashionable tunic could be bought for two dollars, and
of the capital of the day-as Aristotle distinctly asserts a workman’s raiment for much less.
Furniture was of
-and therefore, like other capital, often owned by the the simplest, yet beautiful and durable.
Demesthenes,
city and made use of for the citizens.
Hex-c is no with his mother and sister, were brought up on seven
modern ethical Socialism.
Nor any more was it “ scien- hundred drachmae a year ($126). It must be remembered
tific ” according to “ Das Kapital.”
In many respects bered, too, that the greatest Athenians lived in the simplest way. Therefore those who were paid their three
* Reprinted from the New York "Outlook," by kind per- obols a day could not only live, but live as did the best.
mission of the author, Mr. W. D. P. Bliss.
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called out in every citizen the disposition to know and
Whence did this money come ? Largely in Socialistic
The foundation of the Attic treasury was the follow the Best. Now, this system of payments began,
ways.
State-owned silver mines at Laurium, worked or leased it is known, with Pericles ; it ended in the downfall of
for the profit of the city. Besides these the city owned Greece at Chaeronea.
But why, we shall be asked, did Greece fall? For
lands (farms and building lots), forests, pastures, saltand many reasons. Greece was not moral. Her Socialism,
works, markets, storehouses, other buildings,
leased them or worked them with slave labour for the we have said, was selfish. Her public men were often
common good. Next to these sources of income, pro- corrupt ; her family life was impure. Greece, too, was
She was at best but a loose federation
bably, was the tribute paid by the allies, subject in not Socialistic.
She fell before a united Macereality to Athens, by her colonies and conquered territoriesof competing republics.
don, even as Macedon fell before the larger unity of the
Beyond this were the taxes on the large foreign
.
population of Athens and the duties on imports and ex- Roman Empire. But did they not try a virtual Socialism in Athens? And while it endured, did it, not
ports. Athenian citizens paid no tax, except, perhaps,
unequalled in the world?
one on slaves, though all paid dues or fees for services produce an individuality
(THE END.)
Such were the main regular sources of
in the courts.
Athens’s revenue.
The rich were made
But this was by no means all.
to pay, not indeed taxes, save on slaves, but the
liturgics mentioned above. There were payments,
MANY of us want other people to grow in grace, and
virtually compulsory, made from time to time by wealthy
then we are called philanthropists
or heroes ; some of
individuals to establish and endow games, banquets,
us want to grow in grace ourselves, and we are called
festivities, literary or musical contests, and largely for artists, egotists, or saints ; and we tire of those other
Such were the Choragia or people who want to improve everything but the imthe benefit of the poor.
musical contests between drilled choirs, the gymnasia
provers.
Someone writing a parody of Mr. Shaw in
or gymnastic contests, the theoria or State festivals.
“ Punch ” a year or two ago, said : “ Never practise
And be it remembered that all this expenditure for the what you preach ; to do so is to hold up your theories
poor was Socialistic, not given in charity.
The citizen
to obvious ridicule. ’ ’ But how much more interesting
worked for his pay. It was not the panis et circus of life would be if people left off preaching altogether, and
the Roman imperialism.
Athens was democratic, not told us what they practise instead. How still more
So far as her free citizens went she was delightful if we could, like saints, fulfil our own aspirapaternal.
Says Bluntschli (“ Theory of the tions, instead of asking other people to fulfil them for
fiercely democratic.
State “) : “ Democracy found its most logical expression
us ; if we could shed a blessing without speech and
Says Pericles in his immortal Funeral
in Athens. ”
sanctify without the laying on of hands.. A genuine
Oration, preserved by Thucydides : “ We are happy in biography, such as Boswell’s “ Life of Johnson,”
a form of government . . . . original at Athens ; and Cellini’s“ Autobiography, ” or Saint Augustine’s “
this our form, as committed, not to the few, but to the Confessions,
” seems to me worth all the other books, in the
whole body of the people, is called a democracy.”
world. But it is a great human tragedy that the more
Readers of Plato will remember how he makes Protagorasinteresting people are, the more ashamed they are of
say of the Ecclesia, “ When some question of their really interesting qualities.
We are ashamed of
civil polity is to be discussed, any one rises up and our inconsistencies ; and it is through our inconsistgives his advice, whether he be a builder, a brazier, a encies that we alone can learn the reality that lies
shoemaker, a merchant, a ship captain, rich or poor,
behind human delusions. It is because we have not the
of high birth, or of low degree, and no one makes objec- courage to face our own complexities that’ we are still
tion. ” The more one studies, the more one sees how almost entirely ignorant of the real-nature of the human
Socialistic was the city.
mind.
We don’t want to study bald lists of the
And now can we not plainly see how all ‘this bore on symptoms and vagaries of people under medical superthe production of individuality?
The Athenian was vision, but we do want to have genuine experiences of
delivered in the first place, from the necessity to worry
the alternate personalities of our ordinarily’ clever and
for a mere livelihood.
Any Athenian
sane people. We want to get the histories
who wished it was allowed to devote his life to money- apparently
of people’s experiences-just in the right perspective that
making.
Some did, and accumulated wealth.
But makes them forgive themselves in the comfortable
such were few, and those few were compelled to spend consciousness
of understanding
the true relation of
their money for the public good. The vast number of
their
most
outrageous
and
incongruous
thoughts.
Athenians preferred, and were encouraged to prefer,
There are hundreds of people who are perpetually
other things.
Commerce and trade were generally
or slaves. analysing themselves and making mutual confessions of
despised, and usually left to foreigners
Bankers were sometimes slaves.
What Athens did great pictorial interest, artists in description, who can
seize all their most fleeting emotions, make dramas,
encourage was art, learning, the intellect, philosophy.
But we
To accomplish this she did two things : first, she made draw morals, and justify their own conduct.
The Jester Critic
want something deeper than this..
it possible by her payments for all to enter these purtells us more than these people can understand, because
suits ; and, secondly, she created emulation and rivalry
he sits above self-justification
and drama. He laughs
in those lines by her contests and public festivals.
at
the
melodramas
of
the
emotions
; he weeps at the
Athens believed in competition, but not of the market.
jests of the low comedian ; he sneers alike at the walAthens’s four hundred were artistic, not commercial.
Can we wonder that such a system encouraged, fos- lowing of the sensualist and the ignorance and hypocAll alike are shattered by his
tered, produced high individuality ? Where else in his- risy of the moralist.
laughter.
Like the great Messenger of the Apocalypse.
tory has such a system been tried?
the Jester Critic has come, and a sharp two-edged
The greatest tragedies of Aeschylus and of Sophocles
sword-the
sword of laughter-goes
out of his mouth.
were produced as plays in prize contests.
Compare
This
deep-cutting
sword,
them with modern prize plays. They were not produced
This mutterer, this old whistler, this sand piper,
for money, and were for a different audience.
The
This edge that’s greyer than the tide, this mouse
audience were the judges ; and they were capable,
That’s gnawing at the timbers of the world
trained to judge.
The drama, supported by the State,
had no need of being ruled by the box-office, and the destroys the clammy dreams of sentiment which hide us
Let us take this magic sword that
people, given money to go to the best and judge the from ourselves.
comes to us from heaven like a Prometheus gift and
best, became capable of the best. Hence the “ Medea,”
laugh at ourselves until we see clearly by the light of
“ Electra,” the “ Prometheus Bound.”
It was so with
laughter’s sunshine. We pose as persons, individuals
architecture, with sculpture, with oratory.
It was,
with unchanging convictions, but we do not realise that
above all, so with philosophy.
The poorest Athenian
our convictions are subtly changing all the time in order
citizen could go to Plato’s Academy or Aristotle’s
that they may suit themselves to our own weaknesses
Artisans could talk with Phidias and cobblers
Lyceum.
with Sophocles. The City-State thus made possible and and oppose themselves to the weaknesses of other
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ing. By laughter we might clarify our souls and learn
people. A few violent changes from success to failure
and from poverty to wealth will show anyone that con- to know the great Sword-bearer who laughs and devictions are as changeable as circumstances. . The most stroys and destroys and laughs until we learn to laugh
ignorant man in the world is the man that has refused with him and love him more than all the world besides.
to observe the working of his own mind. We are all What a mastery laughter gives to those who serve him
aware of mental changes in others, but very few of us faithfully ! Prayer, repentance, rites, ceremonies may
can examine our own weakness, our own natural in- all fail ; endless good resolutions may be made and
broken. Some powerful obsession of the heart remains
In order to do so, we must make ourselves
stability.
skilful in the gymnastics of the mind, and learn to fix invulnerable in spite of them. Touch it with the sword
it for a few moments in order that we may practise the of laughter, and in a moment it vanishes. So perhaps
only vivisection that is of any use-the vivisection of it will come about that the glory of this world will
perish and another world not so tragically farcical will
our own hypocritical, timid, outrageous souls.
HOW those mighty beings, for which so many of us rise in some not distant age.
FLORENCE
FARR,
claim immortality, shrink and wither in our grasp ! We
wonder what there is worthy of immortality about these
These Little Ones.
wayward cowards that we can almost laugh out of
And who are we that
existence at the first breath.
“ What of the garden I gave? ”
laugh at them?
Something so far beyond them that
God said to me,
the whole-of humanity and life seems like a speck in “ Hast thou been diligent to foster and save
the immensity of our understanding.
The life of flower and tree?
We who perceive these things are the swords-man,
How have the roses thriven,
the Son of Man, that holds the keys of Hell and of
The lilies I have given,
Death. We are the Being that can tell the truth and
The pretty, scented miracles that Spring
make the life of man worth something more than a
And Summer came to bring? ”
revolution and a fall ; and it is through the Saint and
the Fighter within us that we may learn to realise this
“ My garden is fair and dear,”
mystery of the Son of Man.
I said to God,
If humanity is a bridge between two eternities-as
“ From thorns and nettles I have kept it clear-great teachers seem to say-it
is strange what small
Close-trimmed its sod,
We
interest we take in the whence and the whither.
The rose is red and bright,
scarcely ever think of great issues ; we are absorbed in
The lily a live delight ;
providing for our children or getting rid of our slums.
I have not lost a flower of all the flowers
It seems almost incredible how we can neglect the
That
blessed my hours.”
wisdom of Life so absolutely as we do for what we call
practical things. Newspapers, new books, new societies
" What of the child I gave? ”
are all absorbed in keeping the machinery of life in
God said to me.
working order, but they don’t seem to think it matters
“
The
little,
little thing I died to save,
in the least what the machinery manufactures as long as
And
gave in trust to thee?
the wheels are oiled and the noise goes on. Imagine
How have the flowers grown
for an instant that a very simple change took place in
That in its soul were sown,
human relations, and we each knew exactly what the
The lovely, living miracles of youth
rest of us were thinking.
Suppose hypocrisy became
And hope and joy and truth? ”
impossible ; suppose we each stood revealed in the
midst of our innumerable moods capable alike of vices
“ The child’s face is all white,”
and virtues, extravagances and meannesses, infidelities
I said to God.
and devotions beyond belief ; how terrible, how tragic,
and, above all, what a farce life would seem to us “ It cries for cold and hunger in the night ;
Its feet have trod
English.
The other day I was in a theatre where the
The pavement muddy and cold ;
play acted was just such a tragic-farce as life would be
It has no flowers to hold,
if no one was a hypocrite, or if there were no public
And in its soul the flowers you set are dead.”
opinion manufactured for us by our daily papers. But
“ Thou fool ! ” God said.
the audience felt themselves patriotically involved, beE. NESBIT.
cause the play happened to be about Ireland.
The
English laughed and the Irish howled. But the facts
were universal ; a scathing criticism of naked humanity
-and the Irish howled because they understood the
tragedy of farce, and the English laughed because they
A BOARDING
AND
DAY-SCHOOL
FOR
can see the farce of tragedy. This play is a new revelaGIRLS
AND FOR YOUNGER
BOYS.
tion of the great force that is gathering power day by
day. That force has grown from contemptible beginIn addition to a thorough general equipment
the
nings ; it has wandered in pot-houses and in the hearts
SPECIAL
AIMS
are the CULTIVATION
of
of the vulgar.
It has blasphemed in “ Kundry,”
but PHYSICAL
HEALTH
by means of an outdoor life
now it is ripening to its prime, and the farce which is a in ideal surroundings, and by a well-studied dietary.
tragedy and the tragedy which is a farce foretells the
The DEVELOPMENT
of FACULTY
by a careful
view of life we shall have when we shall see and be adaption of method to individual requirement, and by
seen without the disguises which make so great a part
due attention to practical work and to the formation of
of our present life. Already we are learning to peer CORRECT
MENTAL
HABITS.
. . .
into each other’s thoughts with keener vision ; already
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our eyes can see much that words withhold.
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spiracy of silence. We know that we can see through
WESTERHAM,
KENT.
each other, but we decide that we will have mercy for
the present, until the older generation has passed away.
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can measure ; for on the issue of ‘the Russian revolution depend consequences quite as great, yea, greater,
than the world-fruit that ripened in France in 1793.
duly 27th
to September
14thr
Now it is with the bloody-handed despots of Russia
Why not-spend your holidays in the best part of North that Sir Edward Grey is going or has already gone to
Wales. and get a fuller knowledge of the aims and ideas make alliance on behalf of a free English nation. With a
few thousand of the stupidest and cruellest despots the
of the Socialists?
world has ever seen, Sir Edward Grey, of the Liberal
COURSES
OF LECTURES
BYWELL-KNOWN
FABIANS Ministry, has made or is making a friendly treaty
Economic History, -- Great Socialists. -- Present Problems, etc. whereby, with the *credit of England, the Russian
bureaucracy may raise further sums to pay its agents to
Open to Socialists and
Non-Socialists.
shoot, scourge, imprison and torture a whole people.
Delightful
scenery.
Sea-bathing.
And he is doing this in our name, implying our sancSpecial classes in Swedish Gymnastics.
tion. It is we who are being committed to this hateful
Full particulars, write Secretary, 3, Clements Inn, Strand, WC. alliance, we who are being bound with his rotten bonds.
Is there any wonder that people in England who have
realised this are sick at the very thought of being so
much as named in the same breath with such an ally?
At CRIEFF, Scotland, July 27 to Sept. 7.
Is there any wonder that the Liberal Cabinet that conAt FILEY, York&ire, Aug. 31 to Sept. 21.
sents to our degradation begins already to stink in the
A Week’s Holiday, -including Physical Training Class. daily,
nostrils of genuine patriots?
It is not as if we had
Lectures. Short Excursions. Pleasant Companionship. 27s. in- anything to gain, though the gain of a world would not
clusive Fee. No Sectarian&m.
compensate us for the loss of our national soul.- But
Sendfor Prospectus to
England has nothing to gain, and everything to lose.
TEE VEGETARIAN
SOCIETY, 257, DEANSGATE
MANCHESTER.
Sir Edward Grey’s policy is not the policy of a cool
calculating
and callous statesman, intent upon his
BOOKS BOUGHT, SOLD, AND EXCHANGED. country’s
advantage and oblivious of her passing fanC, CANNON
(Successor, D. J. RIDER).
cies. On the contrary, it is a crowning instance of
36, ST, MARTIN’S COURT, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.
downright demented incompetence, and of an incapaGood Prices given for all books on Socialism, Art, Philosophy,
city for statesmanship such as would disgrace a parishThe Drama, etc.
pump councillor.
Doubtless our wiseacres smugly try
Books by Fabian writers specially required.
to‘ believe that the Socialist protest arose from a hysterical and neurotic morbidity of temperament.
The
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA.-Board
Residence with private family.
Close station, beach, trams. Good cooking, late dinner. statesman, they fancy, may safely ignore the screeches
43. ‘* Lodway,” Valkyrie Road.
of a pack of women !
But our charge against Sir
Edward Grey is not that he is a Machiavellian schemer
but that he is a grossly incompetent bungler unfit to
hold his office for a single moment.
Suppose for a wild moment that our Liberal members were sufficiently in earnest to make a genuine atJULY 18, 1907
tack upon the House of Lords ; and suppose that the
House of Lords by stratagem and influence secured the
police and the army to resist the Liberals.
In the tragically uneven civil war that would follow, we might
suppose our Lords to petition France for help ! What
IT must be admitted that the brutal police charge on would our Liberals say if France responded by raising
a loan for the Lords and importing machine guns?
the peaceful demonstration on Sunday was an ironic
Is
comment on the object of the meeting.
A number of it likely that when the Liberals had won, and a thouEnglish patriots, incensed at the idea of the foul sand lords were lying dead on the field, is it likely that
in their day of triumph the Liberals would forget
alliance of their country with a set of brutal butchers
France, or love France ? Yet in Russia the situation
calling themselves the Russian Empire, endeavoured
is almost identical with that impossible picture of Engby the only means in their power to attract the attention
of Sir Edward Grey to the abomination into which he land. There is civil war in Russia now ; only the war
is disguised by the fact that the people have no guns,
was steering them. While actually engaged in protesting in favour-of freedom for Russia, then own freedom but only their frail bodies against the iron of the soldiers. And it is England that loads the guns and sharwas challenged and finally denied by a governmenthired police force, whose methods were not far removed pens the swords, not for the people of Russia, but for
from that of the Russian gendarmes themselves.
No- the oppressors of Russia. Every penny of English money
thing could have been better calculated to give point to poured into Russia as a result of this damnable alliance
Mr. Aylmer Maude’s warning that the cause of liberty
will be used as bribes or as shot and rope against the
is one and indivisible, and that if England is dead to Russian people. And every vote for a Liberal is a vote
the Russian struggle for liberty, England will inevitably
for the death of a Russian patriot.
be, sooner or later, dead to her own.
Nor is there the slightest doubt that the Russian
Few people seem yet to realise what it is that Sir people will one day triumph ; and then, the nation that
Edward Grey is about to do (alas, may already have has sown the wind will reap the whirlwind.
Thoudone) in the name of England.
A mere alliance with a sands of courageous death-defying Russians have aldespotic State is no great odds when the people of that
ready perished in the holy war of liberty ; thousands
State consent to the despotism. The fact is that every are still-willing
and waiting to perish in their turn.
European State without exception is a despotic State,
But in the end they will not die in vain. Come the
England no less than Germany, Germany no less than whole capitalist governments of the world in arms
Russia. For in every European country the masses of against them, the Russian people will yet be free. And
the people are slaves, and the capitalists are a despotic
on the day of their freedom, what will be England’s
class. But in no other country besides Russia (unless reward for Sir Edward Grey’s precious diplomacy? We
it be Ireland, and her sorrows are as nothing by the protest that the very thought of the abominable boyish
side of those of Russia), is there SO wide, so bitter, so tricks of the Liberal Cabinet revolt us to the marterrible, a gulf fixed between the people and the row. Oh, for a brief moment of a Cromwell ! Then
despots. In Russia, at least, the people are mightily
England spake with the voice of England, and not with
striving
to be free ; their servitude is not a willing ser- a voice of a parcel of bat-eyed, hare-hearted, rabbitvitude ; they are not slaves that lick the master’s hands.
brained capitalist incompetents whose only notion of
Hence it is on Russia that the eyes of free men and statesmanship is to glue their noses to a map and
struggling
peoples a11 the world over are set with a hand their souls over to the Jew brokers of the intersympathy and a longing that only the soul of the world
national money market,
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Is a Political Socialist -Party Necessary?
A Plea for Inactivity.
So far as this controversy in THE NEW AGE has gone
at present, it is somewhat difficult to gather what are
the points which are really at issue. Mr. Wells, in his
opening article, was chiefly concerned to express his
distaste for politics in general.
To him the field of
political action is a jungle of strategic wiles and expediency, of pledges and misunderstandings ; in short, a
more or less dishonest sort of business which no
creatively-minded Socialist should touch. TO Mr. Hobson, on the other hand, politics is the path to the
millennium, the science of human organisation and progress, noble in practice as in principle.
As for Mr.
Chesterton, he takes all this academic discussion for
granted, and proceeds to consider practical details, the
shortcomings of the Labour Party, and the need-for a
middle-class organisation.
Personally, I am inclined to agree with Mr. Wells.
It is clear enough that the more an individual concerns
himself with practical politics the less he retains the
capacity for thinking freely on the broader issues and
implications of Socialism. And it is even clearer that
when a Society enters politics and turns itself into anything like an electoral organisation, it inevitably has to
prohibit all independent thought that is worthy of the
name. Speculation and discussion give way to tactics,
and the virtue of virtues is no longer originality,
but
rather the willingness to sacrifice private opinion to the
decisions of the official leaders. But, while admitting
this much agreement with Mr. Wells, I cannot accept
the final conclusion to which he comes. It seems to me
that he has made out a strong case against the Fabian
Society as such entering politics, but he has by no
means justified his much wider assertion that Socialism
needs no party of its own at all, and can attain its ends
by the super-imposition
of its ideas on the existing
Liberal and Conservative organisations.
This general
question, however, was dealt with pretty completely by
Mr. Hobson last week, and it is my intention to discuss
rather Mr. Chesterton’+ appeal for a Socialist party
independent of Labour.
Now, there is one point on which I think I may safely
say we are all agreed. We all want to see in Parliament men who hold our views ; and I think most of ‘us
go further, and look for an organised Parliamentary
party definitely committed to Socialism.
The real
issue, in so far as there is an issue at all, is as to
whether we are to be content to make the most of the
present Labour Party, or whether we are to set about
organising
an avowed Socialist party at once. Mr.
Chesterton declares emphatically for the latter policy.
He regards the Labour Party as unsatisfactory, mainly
for two reasons. Firstly, because it is not a Socialist
party, nor likely to become so ; and, secondly, because
middle-class men do not find its atmosphere congenial,
and do not care to be financially dependent on the
trade unions.
Now, the first objection I cannot regard as a serious and pressing one at the present juncture
It is true
that the Labour Party, as constituted, is really a Trade
Unionist party. It is almost entirely dependent on the
trade unions for funds, and about 98 per cent. of its
million affiliated supporters are simple trade unionists.
But it is equally true that a considerable majority of its
members in the House are avowed Socialists, and not
one is actively opposed to Socialism.
This is a very
significant fact, and one which I cannot help thinking
Mr. Chesterton has misinterpreted.
He regards it as
merely a temporary phenomenon, and quotes Mr. Bernard
Shaw in support of the belief that as the Labour Party
becomes more firmly established it will also become
more and more conservative and reactionary.
But this,
after all, is nothing more than the opinion of Messrs.
Shaw and Chesterton ; it is based on no apparent facts,
and I, in my comparative ignorance, am just as likely
to be right in forecasting exactly the reverse. I am as

By Clifford Sharp.

convinced as it is possible to be in the matter of prophecy that as time goes on the trade union leaders, and
consequently the Labour Party, will become and more
Socialist, and I think I have grounds for my belief at
least as good as any which have been advanced in support of the opposite view. Mr. Chesterton states that
political trades unionism may co-exist with implacable
opposition to social doctrines of the Socialist
programme. Well, I am not prepared to deny this, since
it obviously is a fact that it does so co-exist at the
present moment. But when he goes on to support his
statement by saying that a certain trade union, which
is affiliated to the Labour Party, is opposed to “SO mild
an instalment of Social&m as the prohibition of child
labour, " I must point out that that is hardly a fair way
Mr. Chesterton must surely be
of stating the facts.
aware that the opposition of the cotton spinners to the
abolition of child labour is in no sense whatever opposiAs an-argument for his case it is
tion to Socialism.
worthless ; it is merely opposition to one particular
and comparatively small item of the Socialist
programme,and all it means is that these people are not
yet educated up to the point of being ready to sacrifice
their immediate self-interest for the sake of the community ; and I am sure Mr. Chesterton would be the
last person in the world to say that concern for one’s
own interests means anti-Socialism.
Now, my contention is that, although political trade
unionism
as a fact
does co-exist
in certain
individuals
with anti-Socialism,
yet the two things
are so obviously
incompatible
to an ordinarily
intelligent
man that the leaders of the trade
unions,
who are considerably
above the level
of ability of their class, are bound to be Socialists,
whatever the rank and file may be. To adopt the old
economic categories-and
there is nothing like economics to appeal to the average working man-the plain
object of trade unionism is to secure a larger share of
Profits for the worker.
The object of Socialism is to
secure a larger share of Rent and Interest for the
worker.
The two things must go together.
There is
no conceivable thing that can keep them apart, except a
prejudice against the word “ Socialism,” and that preprejudice
cannot possibly survive long among the leaders,
who are always in contact with their Socialist colleagues. Hence I feel justified in believing that in a
very short time the representatives at least of the trade
unions will all be Socialists.
Among the rank and file
the process will be slower, but none the less sure.
There is nothing: more calculated to convert a man to
Socialism than voting for a Socialist candidate, and that
is what the members of affiliated trade unions are practically obliged to do, unless they are prepared to pay for
one- man and vote for another.
Who would suggest
that all the 4,300 votes which Pete Curran got at
Jarrow, or even half of them, were cast by Socialists ?
No, the odds arc clearly against the reactionary trade
unionist, and he is bound to succumb in the long run to
the influence of his more intelligent fellows. To force a
man to pay a penny a month to support a Socialist
member of Parliament may be an -immoral method of
propaganda, but it is the most effectual one yet invented. There is one more factor that will force the
Labour Party towards Socialism, and that is that whatever they may do and say the Press and the public have
made up their minds to treat them as Socialists.
And
this again, as was pointed out in last week’s Editorial,
is a very considerable step towards the desired end.
But suppose my view is wrong, and Mr. Chesterton
is right, what does his proposal for an independent
Socialist party mean? Someone has got to organise it,
and there can be no doubt that the Fabian Society is the
only body which can undertake the task. It will involve
a very great deal of time, money, and brains. To atattemptsuch a project without devoting all the available
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energy of a comparatively small Society to it could,
only end in a fiasco. So it will mean that the special
research and education work which has been the function of the Society since its foundation must go by the
board. And such a sacrifice seems hardly justifiable
for the sake of getting a few middle-class men into
Parliament as long as there is hope in the Labour Party.
And so I venture to suggest that nothing should be
done at present towards the formation of an independent party. Let us give all our support and, if possible,
some recruits to the Labour Party ; and if the -Fabian
Society has possible sources of revenue which would
suffice to start a Socialist party, why shouldn’t those
sources be tapped at once in order that Fabian Socialists may enter the House of Commons as members of
the Labour Party, but independent of trade union
funds ?
I am quite prepared to admit that, in spite of’ the
strength of my case, I may be wrong in thinking that
the Labour Party is going to develop towards Socialism. If so, then it will become necessary to form an
independent Socialist party,
But there is no need to
anticipate that necessity. At the present moment it is
impossible to be at all certain how the Labour Party
Mr. Chesterton doesn’t know,
is going to develop.
Mr. Shaw doesn’t know, Mr. Keir Hardie himself
doesn’t know, although he is on my side in the matter
of prophecy, and therefore inactivity is the safest
Mr. Chesterton, with obvious sincerity, dispolicy.
claims any kind of hostility to the Labour Party ; but
the fact remains that a declaration of independence on
the part of Socialists at the present moment would be
just as much a declaration of war on the Labour Party
as the labour declaration of independence a dozen years
back was a declaration of war on the Liberal Party.
The split may have to come, but who wants to take
the onus of making it? It is easy enough to emphasise the difference between Socialism and Labour
policy, but if we are going to do any good with Socialism in this country that difference has got to disappear.
And it is the business of every Socialist to minimise
it or deny it altogether, rather than cry wolf before
there is any apparent reason for fear.
CLIFFORD

SHARP.

REVIEWS.
Mr.

Blunt and Egypt.

The

Secret

History

of the

By Wilfrid
Egypt. 15s. net.)

English
Occupation
Scawen Blunt. (T. Fisher

If we could draw upon the experience of the Sphinx,
it is probable that we should find that from the distant
day when the first plough was used to turn the dark Nile
mud into gold, curiosity has been the ruling passion of
man ; affected by his environment, the Sphinx might
well add “ especially curiosity about Egypt. ”
Mr. Blunt has come forward, in 592 octavo pages, to
satisfy the curiosity of his generation by lifting the veil
which shrouded things Egyptian some 25 years ago.
He has unburdened his conscience, he has besmirched some reputations,. he has shown himself to be
a man of high courage and fallible judgment, but where
are we, after all, when all is said and done? What
have we gained by reading his book?
He has shown us diplomacy with its mask off to be
an ugly thing ; a generation which remembers
Bismarckknew it well, what of that? He has shown us
a great English statesman unable to reconcile his deeds
with his words : well, we have long known that it was
not in Europe alone Gladstone proved Gladstonianism
to be a sham ! Where does Mr. Blunt lead us?
Perhaps to this : that a civilisation
which is built
upon commerce, bonds, and the traffic in blood which
these terms postulate is the root evil of the world. The
tragedy of Egypt under Ismail,
as painted for us by
Mr. Blunt, agrees line for line and tone for tone with
the pictures given us by Milner, Colvin, and every other
man who has dealt with the affairs of the Nile Valley
since first the Turk laid hands upon it, and only differs
in degree from the picture which will eventually be
painted of the state of Germany, England, France, and
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every other nation which has taken its ease in the
pleasant pastures- of’ international finance. Whether it
is the fellah of the Nile Valley or the peasant of Champagne
,
the workers have everywhere to pay the price
of contact with civilisation.
The net result is everywhere the same, the rule of the many for the few. Are
we so very sure that Ismail did his country more harm
than Rockefeller is doing his? It is all a matter of
degree and adjustment of balance to surrounding
circumstances. Here, in a free country, the few exploit
the many by the delicate adjusting of party government, by putting a lie on this side, adding an untruth
to that, till the balance swings even. ‘In Egypt the
balance was so tilted that to even the beam England
threw fleets, armies, and, finally, occupation into the
scale, with the result that, in Mr. Blunt’s own words,
Egypt “ has grown rich under English tutelage, -and,
though I do not consider riches synonymous with the
well-being of a nation, they have been in Egypt of at
least this value; that they have enabled the native Nile
population so far to hold its own against foreign intrusion as owner of the soil ” (p. 477). In the economic
conditions of modern Europe, this is a fine tribute to
the justice and administrative ability of the handful of
Englishmen who have fathered the development of
Egypt.
Apparently in Egypt, if not in Europe, the
many have derived some good from the rule of the few.
Mr. Blunt’s panacea for the woes of Egypt was to let
Arabi alone, in the hope that the reformation of Egypt
from within would do precisely what English rule has
done, make easier the way of the peasant, and keep the
soil in his hands. But Mr. Blunt has told us that Arabi
was a dreamer, a poor statesman, and no soldier-not
the stuff of which national regenerators are made, and,
be it remembered, every nation produces the leaders it
deserves. Is it-too much to say that if the Resorgimento
had had no better leaders than the well-meaning
talkers who spouted about constitutional
government
in 1881 in Egypt when there was a nation to be
awakened to life we should see the double eagle flying
over Milan still?
Good intentions are poor substitutes
for statesmanship, and the Egyptian national movement was bankrupt of statesmanship, though overflowing with the milk and honey of intention.
Let us
assume that Europe, forgetful of bond-holders, chastened in the lust for gold, and oblivious of the fact that
the Nile Delta is one of the primary strategic centres
of the world, had held her hand and watched with
benevolent interest the rise of a new nation in the land
of the Pharaohs, what does history teach us she would
have seen develop?
The equation is worth working
out.
On one side we find a people who had been enslaved
for 5,000 years, a country sold by its “ de facto ” ruler
to the Jews of London, Paris, and Berlin, and a number
of well-meaning men, honestly enthusiastic for a regeneration of their fatherland and a reform of their
faith, yet with an eye on the European gallery, and not
less insistent on the fixity of their determination to see
that the European Shylock got his pound of Egyptian
flesh. Add that these would-be reformers had never administered anything successfully.
We can only equate
the problem to chaos, a chaos in which, though the
bondholders might have bled, the people of Egypt
would have failed to find material prosperity.
Ought the peasantry of the Nile to have chosen the
ashes of liberty under Arabi in preference to material
well-being under England ? Their decision is shown by
the feeble way they fought for Arabi and liberty, for,
pace Mr. Blunt, whose sketch of the Tel-el-Kebir campaign is misleading to a degree, their fight for liberty
was of the feeblest. Certainly it was, from a certain
point of view, better than no fight at all, but surely the
most warm-hearted admirer of the fellah would hardly
rank his efforts in defence of hearth and home with the
gallant deeds done at Abu Klea, McNeill’s zareba, and
Omdurman, where black man and Arab showed their
admiring enemies what courage can do to ennoble a
cause. In all probability, if we could plumb the depths
of the fellah’s mind, we should find agreement with the
dictum that the great sin is poverty, a sin he has no
mind to Commit.
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In founding his hopes of a regenerated Egypt upon a
reformed Mahomedanism, Mr. Blunt has allowed his
warm sympathies for the East to blind him to the
lessons of history, and to lead him to build upon that
most unstable, though alluring, soil, pure hypothesis.
Islam the conqueror, Islam the scourge of half of three
continents, Islam great but brutal we know, and in
certain
moods admire-as
one admires a volcanic eruption
-but Islam
the healer of wounds, the patient builder,
abreast with natural science, and applying it to the
increase of the material well-being of subject races, is
an Islam about which history is dumb. As we know it,
Mahomedan civilisation is as grossly commercial (where
it is not frankly, brutally, militant) as that under which
we groan, though in many ways cruder and less good
of its very indifferent kind. If commercialism is to hold
sway in the Nile Valley (indeed, why not, when it rules
the rest of the world?) the unprejudiced observer may
be pardoned for thinking that it had better be controlled by those who in other fields have proved themselves to be efficient, for experiments not sanctioned
by history are rash things to try. We none of us like
being under the surgeon’s knife, but if circumstances
force us to the operating table, we-one and all prefer
that the surgeon should have practised his profession
and acquired a certain skill on others before plunging
his knife into our own body.
Much of Mr. Blunt’s book is disfigured by personal
attacks on public servants who were unable to see eye
to eye with him in Egyptian affairs. These blemishes
are to be deplored in the work of a man whose honesty
of purpose is as much above suspicion as his courage in
defending his Egyptian friends was beyond praise.
Even more damaging, however, to his reputation as a
historian whose judgment is to be taken seriously are
the extracts which, with a candour as refreshing as it
is rare, he gives us from his diaries. Here we see Mr.
Blunt’s forecasts, his estimates of the trend of the daily
events in which he moved and had his being, falsified
by the relentless logic of facts almost before the ink had
dried.
For instance, on June 22, 1882, we read “ I am certain that if England lands troops anywhere in Egypt
the Sultan will proclaim a Jehad, and the Mussulmans
will rise in India."
Yet Tel-el-Kebir was fought and
won by an English army on Egyptian soil without these
gloomy forebodings being realised. Again, on July IO,
Mr. Blunt complacently notes that “ for England the
outlook seems very bad. It will probably lead to a war
with France and the loss of India.”
On July II -we read of the bombardment of
Alexandria.“ It is evident that the Egyptians fought like
men, so I fear nothing.
They may be driven out of the
forts and-out of Alexandria, but Egypt will not be conquered. The French fleet has gone to Port Said, and it
is impossible that there should not be an European
war. ”
Though in the heat of controversy, Mr. Blunt may at
the time have regretted that the prophecies above noted
were unfulfilled,
it can hardly be anything but pure
satisfaction to him at this distant date, and in cooler
blood, to reflect that he was equally in error when on
July 15 he wrote : “ I am depressed in mind thinking of
the future.
Egypt can hardly not be ruined, and it is
little consolation to think that the Europeans there and
the bondholders will be ruined, too.”
As a matter of
fact, no one was -ruined.
The above extracts will show how little to be
dependedon were’ the appreciations
of the situation
formed at the time by this self-appointed adviser of the
Egyptian national movement. A man so little able to
grasp the significance of cause and effect in Egypt in
1882 was, as much owing to his good qualities of heart
as his poverty of judgment and political foresight, the
worst adviser the Egyptian leaders could well have had.
To have helped, let us hope less materially than he
seems to claim, his friends to the fiasco of Tel-el-Kebir
is a matter less for self-congratulation
than for sorrow.
It is to be feared that Mr. Blunt will go down to
posterity--particularly Egyptian posterity-as
an " awful
warning ” against mixing sentiment with statesmanship. AS a writer of history he seems to have failed

owing to a want of balance and perspective.
To those,
however, who prefer passionate pleading for a lost
cause to a reasoned judgment of why the cause was
lost his book may be commended.
By Stewart
Arts and Crafts of Old Japan.
Dick.
(Foulis. 2s. net.)
Mr. T. N. Foulis of Edinburgh publishes a capital monograph on the “Arts and Crafts of Old Japan,” which should
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be read by every student desiring a well-written and comThe author, Mr.
prehensive introduction to the subject.
Stewart Dick,

deserves wide recognition

for a work of un-

common distinction.
It is pleasant to turn to the Japanese convention and to
consider the spirit and nature of the art of which it is the
vehicle. In the first place the Japanese have at some time
fully realised the fugitive nature of the inspiration.
They
imagine an unseen world about them. or rather a state in
which their known and intimate world takes on the colour
and texture of a dream. Therefore, the painter, with his
little brushes, and his delicate water-colours, limns you the
familiar scenery of Japan, but with all the perspective
ehterealised
; the insubstantial hills, the sea like a mist in the
hollows of the world, and above all the white-capped Fujiyama
There is something aerial about his landscapes and
seascapes, as though he saw the earth as a bird might in
its flight through the lower and upper air. And so there is
nearly always a complete bodily detachment of the artist
from the scene depicted, but instead of his drawing becoming
thereby simply objective, it develops a unique and profound subjectivity,
which is, indeed, in the
nothing less than complete spiritual identity
which his mind has transfigured into subtle
images. For you must know the Japanese
make sketches on the spot. His drawings

best examples,
with the things
temperamental
artist does not

are made from
memory, and therefore in a very real sense may be said to

express " emotion remembered in tranquillity.”
How peculiarly temperamental
is the Japanese line ! By
what psychic process has the genius of the race been impelled
to affirm itself in those subtle, inevitable
strokes of the
brush or pen which express in so exquisite a manner the
delicate sensory impressions of a people more susceptible
to beauty than any other under the sun ? Probably all essential Art is symbolic.
Man’s eternal affinity with things
which arc not man, his prodigious ancestry relating him to
all creatures that have ever lived, will be continually stirring

up in him vague apprehensions of forms and concepts for
which he can only find expression in those lines and shapes
which maintain a happy equilibrium with his all compelling
emotions.

Alfred

Bruneau.

2s. 6d. net.)
The latest subject

By Arthur

Hervey.

of this interesting

(John Lane.

series of "Living

Masters of Music.” is a composer worthy of our keenest con-

sideration.

Owing

to lack of enterprise

on the part

of

our orchestral companies and opera syndicates, he is almost
unknown to those of us, tied in London, who take pleasure in

following the most recent developments in musical art. Concert promoters, like Mr. Henry J. Wood, would have us
believe they are modem and abreast of the times when a
season’s programmes include a lot of Wagner, Tschaikovski

Brahms, some Strauss and-with a simulation of encourage:
ment to native talent-some recent .outpouring of Stanford’s
inkpot, or some radiant smile from the urban genius of

Parry.
But there is an enormous field of new and important
music unexplored.
Russia, Finland, Poland. Germany
Italy, England, have each brilliant and individualistic
writers
whose work we occasionally hear, but no group which one
would
speakeasily of as forming a school, and certainly no
group o composers whose works are on the same consistently
high level as that of the younger Frenchmen.
Debussy,
Bruneau, Fauré, Hillemacher,
D’Indy,
Xavier
Leroux
Marty, Vidal, Charpentier, Reynaldo Hahn-it
is indeed a
wonderful list. They are more orderly in their irresponsibility than are Germans in their orderliness ; their anarchy is
more homogeneous in method and effect ; there is a very considerable family likeness in their attitude towards musical
progress; and it may be that one is thus tempted to refer
to them as a school. Of the writers in each of the other
countries we have named there is noticeable a wider variance
in individual
styles, a profounder difierence in ideas and
there is mere obvious disparity in the respective merits of
the results achieved.
Mr. Arthur Hervey, then, has but
selected one of a brilliant school to write about and one
whose work is, as we have said before, unfamiliar to concertgoers here.
Of Bruneau it might be said, as Oscar Wilde
once said of himself, that he stands in symbolic relation to
the art and culture of his age. More particularly
in regard
to musical drama his position is remarkable.
Since the
ascendancy of the Wagnerian idea several significant efforts
have been made to smooth over the anachronisms of operatic
art. Mr. Hervey persuades us that Bruneau’s achievements

in the domain of opera are of the highest importance, and
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quotes largely from the composer’s own writings upon the ing word which I have much pleasure in presenting to, my
For instance, readers, is the equivalent for our clumsy “run down,” in the
subject of this much-discussed convention.
every sensible man, he says, understands that the musical sense of poor health ; it is how many people feel at the
present moment just before taking a needed holiday. Woozy
drama must be composed of "passion, movement, humanity,
and not of formulas conveniently modifiable according to supplies a long-felt orthographic want.
+
*
the desire of the interpreters; that the arbitrary reign of
the cavatina, the couplet with vocal ornamentation, so absoA well-meaning person has gone to the trouble of writing
lutely insignificant, is over, making way for liberty-in the a book on how to get up early. The curious and the suffering
arrangement of scenes, tableaux and entire works.” And in may procure this little volume for one shilling; it is published
discussing the advantages of prose over verse the composer by Mr. David Nutt under the ominously moral title, " The
libertyof the phrase, liberty of inspiration Early Bird.” It is a pleasantly printed brochure with a
claims that it gives
liberty of art, liberty of forms, liberty complete, mag- woodcut on its cover of a business-like barn-door fowl in
nificent, definite.” His operas are discussed in detail, and the act of committing vermicide, and the contents abound
upon the whole the book makes very enjoyable reading. It
with the wisdom of the ages and some arguments for early
has the fascination of a Baedeker, and is as cheerfully devoid rising. But really, has there ever been a sound reason for
of criticism.
early rising applicable to anyone but a rooster? You may,
of course, devise means of getting up early, but devising
Bach. By Rutland Boughton. (John Lane. 2s. 6d. net.) sound reasons is another matter. If you have to catch
People who have not forgotten Bach will cherish this little
matutinal worms then rise betimes; if you have to catch
handbook. It is the work of an enthusiast to whom Bach worms that require prolonged hunting, then greet the mornmeans everything in music. Personally, we should be inclined
ing sun; but if you have no such cause, why in the name of
to cavil at the author's charming theory of Bach’s indebtedwisdom rise sooner than you want to ?
*
9
ness to the Lutheran spirit of his age. His music- was no
more a rebellion against Romanism than it was a rebellion
Dr. Mark Twain, the wisest and most generous of doctors,
against Hellenism.
Mr. Rutland Boughton has a poetic has said the final thing on this question, "I go to bed when
mind, but he has not yet shaken off the prejudices of the there is no one left to sit up wit and get up when I have
Sunday School.
to.” That is quite sound and quite honest. Now, according
to the author of " The Early Bird,” Mark Twain has committed a crime against nature in scoring seventy years (notout). For it is unhealthy to go to bed late and get up late.
If
Mark had done the opposite he would probably go on
Now that Nietzsche has entered the sphere of general dis- living
much longer-but would this suit his purpose? Then
cussion it is natural that publishers should find a growing
these late hours do not seem to have interfered with the
demand for works dealing with the philosophy of Egoism,
author of " Tom Sawyer ” ; no one will say he has been idle.
and Mr. Fifield is doing a service by issuing a translation
Some of the reasons given are decidedly naive; for
of Max Stirner's “The Ego and His Own.” This is the first instance,
fresh air, and the joys of earliness-but
against
Will
translation of Stirner to be published in England.
this what can equal the delicious feeling of turning over for
the next move on these lines be the issue of some of the another forty-winks ? The earliest bedders and risers I know
works of Ragnar Redbeard ?
are the working classes--are they healthy, wealthy, and wise-?
*
+
+
Mark Twain is far wiser, for, after all, there has never been
Max Stirner is of course pre-Nietzschean, the above-men- a workable substitute for that best of all ways of lengthening
tioned work having first appeared in his native country,
our days, which is to steal a few hours from the night.
Germany, about sixty years ago. English readers, however,
have had an opportunity in recent years of making acquaintThe Twentieth Century Press has just issued two interesting
ance with his views by means of translations issued in
and useful penny pamphlets; one is an excellent essay
America, where there always seems to be a public for ideas on " John Ball," the priest and prophet of the Peasant Revolt,
which are just off the beaten track.
the other an account of the “Russian Revolution,” by Th.
*
*
+
Rothstein, giving in a useful form, a very clear résumé of
It is not generally known’ that there is quite a literature
the history-making events of the past few years and of the
of Egoism in the States. True, it is not always of the best present in Russia.
*
+
+
order, but it is quite good at its best and genuinely amusing
at its worst. Some of the periodicals devoted to its study
Those who saw our issue of May 2 will no doubt remember
are fearfully and wonderfully made ; one of these was called Mr. Gerald Gould’s fine poem, "I know a Wood” and many
“I,” but whether it still asserts itself, or whether it has of them will be glad to know that Mr. Gould’s volume of
gone the way of many inferior sheets I do not know.
lyrics published by Mr. David Nutt has gone into a second
J(
*
*
edition. It is rarely that a young poet can make this claim
England has had but one consciously
and deliberately for his initial work, and-one ought to congratulate him, as
egoistic journal.
The Eagle and the well as his public who honour, themselves in buying the
Serpent,” and it led a chequered and fitful career in the later works of one of the most promising poets of the younger
eighteen-nineties and the early nineteen-hundreds. Its six- generation.
H. J.
teen octavo pages sometimes appeared in the conventional
typographical form, " justified ” at each side, at others the
right-hand side of the page tailed off like type-writing, giving
the print the appearance of blank verse. It was in these
pages, however, that many English people first learned of The Whitehall Cossacks.
Nietzsche’ for, besides freely quoting and discussing this
philosopher, one number contained Thomas Common’s trans- THE dramatic event of the week has been the Cossack
melodrama enacted in Trafalgar
Square on Sunday.
lation of the “Prefatory Discourse ” of Zarathustra.
*
+
This is the nearest approach as yet to the really popular
Sunday Theatre I have desired. Although held as
“The Eagle and the Serpent ” was always fortunate in
the performance was in the open air it naturally
its correspondence. It had eminent readers and a valuable
trick of beguiling them into its controversies. In this way, partook
to some extent of the character of a pageant.
it managed to print letters from many of the leading
The first act took place in Trafalgar Square itself,
modern thinkers, among whom may be mentioned Alfred
where a crowd of four or five thousand persons were
Russel Wallace, Bernard Shaw, W. H. Mallock, Ernest New- massed with upturned faces to hear speeches from the
man, E. H. Crosby, Benjamin Kidd, and Morrison Davidson.
These letters were dealt with under the heading “Benedictions and Maledictions,” and with the numerous and excellent quotations from Nietzsche, Stirner, Rochefoucauld,
Montaigne, Thoreau, and others, which formed a liberal part
of the paper, “The Eagle and the Serpent " was well worth
the threepence asked for it.
+
+
*
America gives us many things, but probably the most
far-reaching contribution to the world is its extension of the
English vocabulary. The Americans have a positive genius
for slang, and who shall say after all how much of any
languagee was not originally of this order-for it must be
remembered that what we call slang is not only the variation
or vulgarisation of accepted words, it is often the creation
of new ones. America is not content with tampering with
the constitution of our spelling, she is often guilty of the
revolutionary act of creating new words. I have just
happened
upon " woozy ” in an American magazine; this charm-
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In some ways this
plinth of’ the Nelson column.
scene was not quite as good as the similar one in Miss
the
Robins’ “ Votes for Women” ; nevertheless,
speeches-were good and-to the point; and the interruptions only favourable.
Messrs. Hyndman, Nevinson,
Cunninghame Graham, Fisher Unwin, Aylmer Maude,
Jack Williams, and others spoke. Mrs. Despard and
Miss Macmillan spoke for the women and Messrs. Cecil
Some
Chesterton and Haden Guest for the Fabians.
of the speeches were long, and the proceedings lasted
from 3.30 until about a quarter past five, the audience
growing continually and getting more enthusiastic in
their reception of the denunciations of the proposed
Russo-English
entente to which they were treated.
The crowd was wonderfully peaceful and wonderfully
stage managed., one of the motifs of the first act being
a general feeling of ‘congratulation
that we were not
as the Russians living under the lash of tyranny.
The
row of policemen guarding the front of the plinth lent
an air of realism to this motif; one felt that the police
were friendly to the people and not as in Russia, their
enemies. As I was doubling the function of dramatic
critic with that of a small part in the production, my
view of the performance may be a little biassed, but
the impression I received was that this first scene was,
if- Anything, rather too peaceable and tame. A resolution was’ put and carried in the usual way by an enormous majority, and one half expected the curtain to be
rung down. Then, however, Mr. Smith, of Manchester, stepped forward and proposed a march to the.Foreign Office, and the ‘scene closed with waving of
banners, acclamation, and the steady forming up of
a procession of several thousand marshalled by Inspector Jarvis. Up to this time there had not been enough
action in the piece, and, knowing that the Foreign
Secretary was out of town, one felt that it was probable
the next scene would be a rather tame affair, concluding, perhaps, with a few “ groans for Grey. ” The
second scene was opened with an explanatory dialogue
between Inspector Jarvis and some of the leaders of the
demonstration ; in this it was made clear that the
procession
would not go down Downing Street, and would
disperse peaceably after passing a resolution outside
the Foreign Office. The entente with the police motif
was further accentuated by Inspector Jarvis agreeing
to these plans, and himself marching at the head of,
and directing, the procession, while the police had
plenty of time to order up reinforcements to line the
route and even get some mounted men. By this time
the procession had started singing the “ Red Flag,”
“ The Marseillaise, ” and other Socialist songs, and
with banners flying and the bright dresses of women
here and there made a good show stretching from the
Square to Downing Street. All seemed quite peaceable, and everyone was glad that the crowd were willing to march down Whitehall as an earnest of the sincerity of their vote for the-resolution.
But at this very
moment a great number of police were being hurriedly
got together and instructed, if necessary, to use their
truncheons.
It was undoubtedly a good dramatic
idea to keep the leaders of the demonstration in ignorance of the fact that trouble was expected; it made the
police coup so much the more effective.
When the procession reached the corner of Downing Street it halted, and we massed about Jack Williams, who climbed upon a window-sill or railing in
order to be able to address the crowd and put the
resolution.That permission to do so had been given was
abundantly clear, and that everyone was peaceful was
quite obvious, but at the instant Jack Williams stood
up, four very large policemen leapt up at him and in
a most brutal manner pulled him down on to the
ground.
The entente with the police motif was thus
thrown away by the police, and for a moment I am
not sure what occurred, as my small part necessitate-d
my assuming for an instant a state of paralysed astonishment.
After this first instant there was naturally a free fight, and I found myself struggling to get
a man out of the clutches of two or three apparently
insane policemen (parts well acted by the division) who
were struggling to throttle him and tear his clothes off
at the same instant.
With the corner of my eye I was
able to observe a- pathetic little part which had been
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allotted to Inspector Jarvis. All through the play the manner of beautiful things ; and each has discarded the
English ‘belief that to succeed in one art you must
Inspector was the common-sense considerate officer,
and at the moment of the Jack Williams coup he was abandon all the other arts. They practise in different
have exquisite
to be seen despairingly attempting to make his mad mediums. Mr. Shannon’s lithographs
policemen let go and cease their frantic endeavours to distinction ; fortunately some are shown at the Carfax
Gallery.And Mr. Ricketts may even be compared
Inspector Jarvis was not, however,
create a riot.
with the artists of the Renaissance in the variety and
seconded by other officers, and despite the fact that
Jack Williams, in a very battered and breathless con- skill whereby he expresses himself in many forms of
dition, was allowed to get up on the railing and put art. He has been a master-printer, he has made beautiful jewellery, he has given us drawings and book illushis resolution of “ Three groans for Grey,‘: the police
We recall, too, his sumptuous mounting of
persisted in brutally raiding the crowd on foot and on trations.
horseback, and moving them violently on. But the literary drama at the Court Theatre and elsewhere ;
groans for Grey were given. This part of the scene and added to all this, he is a writer on art of supreme
Recently he has become a sculptor of
was, if anything, rather too full of action, and as I was discernment.
bronzes-eight
are shown in the collection : they are
taking a part myself I was not able to see everything
But dotted here and there over the sensitive and emotional work that give a clear statethat went on.
ment of his art.
whole sweep of Whitehall were little knots of strugMr. Ricketts is concerned with types and abstract
gling men, women, and police. In one knot the police
His art is more dramatic, if more restricted
broke a banner pole round a woman’s body and forms.
knocked her about, in another a young fellow had his than that of his companion ; his pictures, with certain
banner destroyed, his collar, torn off, his hat torn to preferences; and, it must be granted, a hint of manrags, while he was thrown outside the crush in a mazed nerism, create a scene with all its emotion!,. design,
In another knot the police were so vio- colour, and movement being used in the service of imcondition.
In such a picture as “ The
aginative expression.
lently maltreating a man that his wife and a woman
” (No. 5), h how splendid and how living is the
friend threw themselves on the police in order to aid Calvery
him. Some of the crowd rescued one woman from the design, and how large the sentiment expressed through
police and picked up the other from where she had been the passages of strong colour and the arrangement of
the light, with the line of lifted hands raised to the
thrown under their feet. Altogether we had a rather
wild and whirling time, in which no particular thread of ladder and the blues and pinks of the massed draperies
The main idea of the scene against the fine sky, all the expression and incidents
action could be followed.
seemed to be to show how much like Cossacks the are finely imagined, the design governing both drawing
police could behave, and how very badly they could lose and colour, so that the picture’s appeal is neither fragtheir heads. In this they succeeded admirably as the mentary or accidental, and expresses the larger uses of
spontaneous cries of “ Cossacks ” from everywhere in its drama, not small details of contour.
the crowd testified. During the row the police carefully
All great art exhibits this quality of the design conabstained from arresting any English people (the re- trolling drawing and colour, and this to the untrained
at times may seem to give distortion.
Ye), be it report that THE NEW AGE critic had been arrested being
an error), but they collared two Russians who were membered, only a timid or a fatuous eye is charmed
unable to speak a word of English, and decorated one with unrelieved-accuracy.
This living force of design
of them with a nasty blow over the eye. The scene is present in all Mr. Ricketts’ works ; he seems inended with the loudly-cheered exit of Jack Williams on instinctively to avoid the modern. These pictures might
the top of a bus and the conveying of the prisoners to well be designs for great frescoes, they look cramped in
At the Police Station there was an their modem frames.
Cannon Row.
epilogue in the waiting,a-room, where a few people had
Mr. Shannon’s energies cover a wider field ; he is
congregated with the idea of bailing out the prisoners,
more concerned with individuals, and especially with the
and a representative of the Press Association was given
structure
of the human figure, less with the type.
the outline of the whole story. With the bailing out Several of his pictures, for instance the splendid
of the prisoners the performance ended. But I have “ Hermes with the Infant Bacchus,” and “ The Lady
a postscript to add. What is the meaning of the en- with a Feather,” one has seen before. This last pictirely garbled reports which have appeared in the ture is the one example in the present exhibition of
Press ?
The “ Daily News ” alone is comparatively
Mr. Shannon’s scholarly portraits.
It is painted with
Have the reports been police-inspired,
or a skill ordered and moderated everywhere ; we note a
accurate.
have they been Government inspired?
Are we so far supreme gift of ignoring the trivial-the
passing; and
compromised with Russia that Grey, who lied to the this is gained without any sacrifice in the likeness, any
House of Commons about Egypt, is bound to do any- device in the costume.
Certainly
among modern
thing to placate Russia ? Whatever the explanation,
painters Mr. Shannon has learnt best the secret of
the accounts in the Press, by leaving out the point that
Velasquez in the quiet splendour with which he realises
the police started the riot, and by putting the whole his designs.
business from the police point of view, cannot fail to
Imagination is the driving force in Mr. Shannon, as
favourably impress Russia and very unfavourably im- it is in Mr. Ricketts, though the statement it gives is
press all who took part in Sunday’s demonstration.
different enough. Here, too, is the art of design that
We, at any rate, do not intend to have an entente with
creates the expression ; but the word design must be
Russia, and can, if necessary, arrange a sequel to Sun- given its old Renaissance significance.
And it is this
day’s performance with more action in it still.
quality, I think, which we feel is permanent in these
L. HADEN GUEST.
pictures, and which links them so intimately with the
past. And so much is this true, that even pictures
whose theme is of to-day, such as Mr. Shannon’s
“ Fisherman’s Family,”
“ The Linen Bleachers,” or
the tender and exquisite pictures on the motives of the
Mr. Ricketts and Mr. Shannon at the Carfax
toilet (Nos. g and II), are seen with an imaginative
Gallery.
force that has directed the point of view and controlled
An hour spent in the quiet and sympathetic atmosphere
the work.
of the Carfax Gallery reminded me again of the truth
Yes, it is a curious emotion that these pictures bring,
that the roots of art spread far. A little world of ideas evoking as they do strange memories of beautiful
goes by every five and twenty years, and each offers in things seen elsewhere, that yet here are new. You look
art a goal struggled for, perhaps reached. And in at No. I, Mr. Ricketts’ “ Descent from the Cross,”
this recurring rush of personalities, the men of kindred
and you are in Venice with Veronese ; you catch, too,
spirits with the great of the past are rare, for their way a note of the rhetorical manner of Rubens. Nos. 5 and
is difficult to tread.
6 bring you to Tintoretto in Sant Cassiano, while in
There can be no doubt that Mr. Ricketts and Mr.
ZION’S WORKS contain explanations of the BIBLE, which free mankind
They live together and
Shannon are of this company.
from the char ofof Sin. Read the “Dialogue, ’ Vol. IV., and first Letter,
work in one studio, in which they have gathered all Vol. IX. In the principal Free Libraries.

ART,

7

Go
besideEs.
“ The Calvery El" ttttthere
Greco is a thought of
You recognise his expressive sky, you see the faded
p
cc5lour that he used, and you note the high oval
heads, flat at the back, that seem so’ impossible away
In the landscapes of Nos. 7-8, and in the
from Spain.
“ Holy
Women
at the
and dramatic.
splendid
Sepulchre ” you are held at gaze by sharp blue mountains, and still you are in Spain.
You are nearer at home with Mr. Shannon’s pictures.
You perceive something of Watts-note
especially the
child-figure in No. 18 “ Salt Water “-much
of Professor Legros, less of Puvis de Chavannes ; and there
are occasional haunting memories of a WhistlerisedVelasquez, if the expression can be pardoned.
But make no mistake--this
is not a copied art. All
these echoes of past beauty have been recreated by
Mr. Ricketts and Mr. Shannon, and given a meaning
and expression which are their own. And just because
of this personal element
which, after all, is what
counts, in art-no
descriptions in. words of these pictures can avail. The use of the art writer is small ; he
can only send people to look at the pictures of which he
writes.
And one thing further--they
who would understand must have in themselves the same point of senC. GASQUOINE HARTLEY.
sibility.

CORRESPONDENCE.
For the opinions expressed by correspondents, the Editors do not
hold themselves responsible.
Correspondence intended for publication should be addressed to
the Editors and written on one side of the paper only.
NEW AGE SPELLING.
To THE EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE "
On the third line of the first page of the NEW AGE, I find
that you speak of "organisation ” and in the circular annext
That is enough for me. If YOU are
YOU sneak of “realise"
not even so far advanced as as The Times ” in the duty that
lies nearest to you as editors of a paper, viz., spelling reform,
I don’t care how far you may think yourselves advanced in
other ways; you are probably anxious for the State to spend
millions in improving other people’s faults. But you are
P. D. HUGON.
not willing to begin at home.
45
Jc
*
A SOCIALIST
PARTY.
To THE EDITORS OF ” THE NEW AGE.”
With respect to the recent articles that have
appeared
in
THE NEW AGE on the formation of the Socialist
Party, as
one who claims to have a very fair idea of the working-class
*thought in the North of England-- "my own
class “-1 think
I may safely say that what the average Socialist wants in the
North is the integration of the Socialist workers of every class
into one fighting force before the next election.
Mr. Hobson
has satisfactorily disposed of the attitude of Mr. Wells in your
last issue.
Mr. Wells was about ten years too late with
his article.
The Fabians must enter the political arena.
Mazzini wrote : “Without
education you are incapable of
rightly choosing between good and evil, you cannot acquire
a true knowledge of your rights, you cannot attain that
participation
in political life without which your complete
social emancipation is impossible.”
If the Fabians believe
this it is their duty to enter the political field, and why not
through the Labour Party ? Cecil Chesterton says the Labour
Party is not Socialist.
The Labour Party is only yet in the
making, and (here differing slightly from your editorial remarks) though it will prove reactionary for a time when
the Liberal-Labour
men join it, this should not be for long.
The men in the North are far ahead of their leaders in this
respect. The Labour Party needs strengthening and stiffening, and it ought to be the policy of the Fabians and the
Social-Democrats to do this instead of commenting so much
on its weaknesses.
When the Trades Unionist has been
converted to Socialism, the name will soon be changed if
necessary. Is not the real reason at the bottom a little
class prejudice?
The party that has admitted brain workers
of the type of Snowden and MacDonald is broad enough for
Fabian brainworkers.
The next general election will be
a critical time for Socialism.
J. WILD.
+
*
*
LIVING
STATUARY.
To THE EDITORS OF " THE NEW AGE."
The obvious reply to Mr. Greenwood is that the musichall is not the home. The conventions of the one cannot
and should not apply to the conventions of the other. We
have had quite enough public domesticity, as the result

of which England is the nation of consummate cant. (Vide
When I see the same deputation
a unanimous world.)
which protested against Living Statuary protesting against
the Living Slavery of Sweating, then I will believe in the
humanitarian fervour of Silvester Home and his allies. Till
then, their action must appear as mere dog in the mangerism.
ERNEST BELL.
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