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EVALUATING THE CANDIDATES

preservation of peace, the
s 80 1Mportant

sSince the
prevention ol nucltear waty
and- “the President of the United Skares - has
the power to launch a nuclear war, most peo-—-
ple are. interested in determining which
candidate would be the least likely to in--
volve . the country 18 a nuclear war, I o
this, they usually examine the foreign rela-
tions policies proposed by the ecandiciees
and their voting and administrative records.
This approach . always will bBe difectent by
assumptions made by the analyzer. For exam--

ple, a person who believes that the essential
ingredient for peace le superier  U.5. @ paiile
tary power, will evaluate the candidates in
a different way from someone who regards
U.S. military power as a cause of  Warl e
following article will present an analysis of
important <foreipn pelicy positiens of ‘Ihue
major candidates: President Reagan, Alan
Cranston,  John Glenn,’ Jesse' Jatkeon, aid
Walter Momdale, An assumpiion Lhet Che arly-
cle will make is that deterrence is inherent-
ly unstables all cenfiisuvatigns ot antaszonieas
 Ks 1 nuclear arsenals make nuclear war

probable. This  assumpiion . 1s based ok .a

mathematical probabil ity canglysis. 9. Ehe
assumptions behind deterrence, and the fail-
ure probabilities of nuclear weapons systems,
The analysis employs the probability equation

P: 1- (,l_F)""‘m . dnwhich P 19 lihe

probability over an extended period of some

weapon being launched, p the probability of
the Taumch of & ziven miscile awer a 24 hour
period, n the number of days in the extend-
ed perieod, and m the number of wissiles 9n

strategic arsenals. A chiapaeterdgbie  or
deterrence revealed by the equation is that
the more wissiles there are, Ihe greater @is
the likelihood of aF least an unautherszed or

Neccidental” wissille launeh,
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SETTING "THE DOOMSDAY CLOCK"

In Januaty of this year, the Bullletin of
the Atomic Scientists changed the setting of
its "Doomsday Clock"” to three minutes before
midnighe . e~ Clgek, " witigh has become a

well-known symbol of concern about the nuc-

lear -abins ' race,  was adopied by the Bulletin
in 1947, and has had its hands moved several
times, 10 1955,  seweral months  alter  the
first hydrogen bomb was exploded, the hands
were moved up to two minutes before midnight.
When the atmospheric weapons test ban treaty
wie sished ©1n 1967, the hands were moved
back to eight minutes before midnight. Since
the hands always have been quite close to

padmight,  the Cleck ‘dalways has setrwed  to

convey the impression that there are at least
some people who believe that the nuclear arms

race poses a grave danger to humankind. On
the other hand, since there always seems to
be =some time %eit - 12 minutes, eight min-

utes, ten minutes, or three minutes - before
Doomsday, the impression also is created that
there still is some time left te avert. the
holocaust. Since everyone knows that the
el 15 & Gevapher, it 's assumed that  the
"minutes before midnight" are just a symbol,
and there actually may be several years be-
fore Doomsday.

Also, some people may assume that since
ghe Gleck e 'seil! by sedentisis,  many  of
whom routinely time experiments in their
dicedplines in “naneseconds", billionths of a

second, there must be some scientific basis
to the changes that are made in the Clock's
setting. Actually, there doesn't seem to be a

sciemtifiie hasis, The Cleck always has  been
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Ordexr a "DERENSE BY NONVIOLENT RESIST-
ANCE, WMore U.S. Pacifist Party" bumper stick-
er.  ol.0 plus bostase from the USPP,


