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recruits every spring on campuses of

men atiend mfmh@r courses and
ﬁffﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁ SeMminars
When 2 new s‘vﬁm is opened, the
experienced ones receive marching
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Another sign of success

recently, wm part of the mratﬁ |

headquarters moved to New Or-
ieans, so the natiopal staff could
take a&vmﬂgﬁ" of a larger city's
better airline service for their fre-
quent (rips to the North and East,

if the moral seems to be that
enterprise, dedication and old-
fashioned hustle always produces a
winner, it’s because the story behind
iMmefACORNIm nas all the
elements of a classic story of aﬂ-
American business success.
Oh, there have been problems.
Like a persistent whisper campaign
m CORN being a Commum
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‘ially for an m;tflt that is trying to " those numhm are not a f,

group ihai mﬁ“ mwr m known as

unlikely band of salesmen — n‘mtiy
young, mostly white, mostly college-
educated i iGealists who didn’t even
live in the neighborhood.

The first ACORN organizers

Genial ﬁﬁi‘.«@fﬁiﬁ’ﬁ’ﬂi“m they po-
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the nation’s to 3:: wllﬁgm Sales-

solving them than individuals could.

" nlikely, 1 _ 2, Today there are ACORN ?hapmm
m;*. my gaaﬂ u:' ' in 10 city peighborhoods, s
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The case is im appeal, but no
matter what the final roling is,
there doesn’s smm to be any way
A CORN can lose

The he:mlm haw: brought new
interest ~ Klmer says he is gelling

how they can join ~ amd pew
vespect from the powers-thal-be
That has been ACORN's goal and
trademark ail along. The ability o
gain the respect — oF even arouse
e fear — of a community’s estab-
% & ﬁﬂ? t0 atiract-

One ﬂf i.hﬁf-m JOANN %mi said
she wWas pever a@ie i pﬁrmﬁe fhe
tandlords of her Homewood housing
project {6 meel with tenants until a
mpmbder of them joined ACORN.

“When ACORN came in, we start-
ed to g&t atiention,” she said. “It

realy r weird.”
e

The name ACORN is an acronpym
Association of Community Orga-

: mh“ symbol.
Members
ﬂﬁﬂt Qf a littie &m 5 mish o

‘Rathke bad in mind in 1970 when he

qmt as an ergammr with the Na-

tional Welim Rights ﬁrgaumum
to found a similar group with a
broader mmnmemy

o wveleran

The idea, according

335

~ ACORN organizer Jﬂm Kest, was to

“give some power back to low- and
moderate-income people” and to do

b 30 by building “a national organiza-

based on decisions made at a
meighmmm ievel.”

calls from people who want io know

in the South, Kest sald, Rathke had

tons for Reform Now. It also is
like to remind you that

Kest has worked six years for
ACORNM. Chief organizer for Penn-
sylvania, he was sent to Philadel-
phia in 1377 when the ACORN nat-
wonal board — two elected officials
from each city wilh an ACORN
chapter — decided it was time to
eXpans.

_ Though the group first took hold

ACORN a3 pe-

ijayﬁ @E@Viﬁi 3%t
tional in scope,
Pennsyivania was the first state

north of the Mason-Dixon Line tar-

geted for an organizing etfort, but
A{IQRN mmﬁ am mweﬂ i{a ﬁhm«

setts and %’f{mmm ut.

1ae organizers come from differ.
ent places and different back-
grounds, bui there are ceriain
coinmon themes in the stories of
bhow they came to ACORN.

Rathke, chiel organizer and trou-
Mewshmiw dropped out of Williams
College, Wﬂhmww Mass. His
main job egperience had been work-
ing with the Welfare Rights Organi-
zation when, at agss* 28, he founded
ACORN,

 Kest traveled m Arkansas 10 be-
come an ACORN trainee after hear-

ing about the group while working

ofi th]fi grape and lettuce boycotts.in
- Flmer who runs the Piftsburgh
olfice, was recruited from an Indi-
ana c{z-mgﬁ where be majored in

sociology and anthropology.
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