Dear Shri Manmohan Singhji


You already know about the controversy relating to the Inter-Linking of Rivers Project. 

The Common Minimum Project (CMP) rightly states the need to review this project, expected to cost Rs. 5,60,000 crores, cause large scale social and environmental impacts and can be deterrent for the alternative ways- intra-river basin and decentralized water management. 

Moreover, there is a clear need to ensure that all impacts are studied, options are assessed for each of the 30 links, before or without considering the whole of the gigantic project as final and fait accompli. If so done, it would be bypassing each of the concerned sanctioning ministries and authorities as also skipping a scientific analysis.

We request you to entrust the ministries of water resources, and concerned authorities in this regard to avoid further complications in the process of consultation.

We therefore, would request you to initiate and facilitate a thorough review of the Inter-Linking of Rives Project, not only within the UPA government but also with a larger forum of water resource experts and activists, representatives of river valley peoples’ organizations, including those critical of the project. This, we believe, must be undertaken urgently, and no decision should be made in this regards without such a process, and keeping to the letter and spirit of the promise made to the people through the CMP.

With Regards,

Yours sincerely

