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Abortion’s Roe reveals unedited
life in memoirs.
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Ft. Wayne Indiana News Sentinel
By Kathleen Donnelly of

Knight-Ridder Newspapers
For the past decade, Norma McCor-

vey has told her story in bits and pieces.
:

O

First—shaking, sick to her stomach

and fortified by vodka and Valium—

she tuid a Deallas television reporter
she was Jane Roe of Roe vS. Wade, the

anonymous pregnant plaintiff whose

case led to the 1973 Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion.

Next, she admitted she had lied

about that pregnancy in the hope it

would help her get an abortion: A cas-

ual affair made her pregnant, not rape.

And, little by little, through occa-

sional interviews, sporadic speaking
engagements and a 1989 television
movie, she revealed that before she

gave birth tothe Roe baby and gave her

to adoptive parents, she had given bi

to two other children (one adopted, she

believes, by 1ts father; the other adopted
by McCorvey's mother). Slowly, she

1 AM ROE™ Norma McCorvey,
the “Jane Roe” of Roe Vs: Wade,

b?gan Spea.king_()f her 10_ng‘term 1.85' holds a fertility goddess and 8

bian relatlonshlp, her Job cleaning
gourd rattle possessions that ac-

houses, the Joys of being a grandmother.
company heron a toyy to promote
her memory.

By Jim Gensheimer of the San

Jose Mercury News
But if McCorvey seemed to hold some-

thing back for herself, it's understand-
able. She is Roe—2 woman whose very

name means abortion. Depending 2

your point of view, she 1s 8 hero or a

victim, a saint or @ demon.

She is also now totally, irrevocably :

public, having written with journalist
ROM: THE

Andy Meisler a memoir, “1 Am Roe” &

CHRISTIAN NEWS

(HarperCollins, $23). It leaves little
sept. 12,1994

out: not her childhood of petty crime
and reform school, nor the affairs with

lovers of both sexes, nor the nights

spent drinkingin Dallas dives, nor the

days of low-level drug-dealing that

precedes Roe.
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