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Waiting Patiently
with Mary andJoseph
Part of a series based on Pope John Paul II’s call
to celebrate the Great Jubilee Year 2000.
by Fr. Tem Forrest, {€56K

greatest loss of all.
In modern culture where self-

gratification and technology are

paired together like the sprinter
and the starling onm - speedd
becomes the uliimite goal:
with a cellular phone in
hand, some of us can’t even

wait: to ¢cross the strect or

parkthie ccan or ledveihe
restaurant before giving some-

one an urgent ring. When
Speedy Gongzidlez Lercolies
patron saint of our actions and
every teaction. wie eliid 1D
impatient with ourselves, with
others, and even with God Himself.

Patience is a talent for waiting

Like the virtue of modesty, it is fast
becoming. one«of the last arts of
our modern ‘waorld, Coffee dmd
packaged dinners tiawe o be
instantaneous. Mail needs to be sent

express.-of ovet: the: Iniernet, with
no time given even for punctuation.

The results are disastrous when
our high-speed culture makes us

impatient with 'God. [ remember
being visited by a man when I was

working: in: Puesrto: Rico. He told
me about a vision He experienced.
NOr evels: story ‘ol visiems has
impressed me, but this one did!

The man saw an angel guarding
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Surprisingl_\'. losing our patience can prove
more costly than losing our money or

even our health. Impatience can deprive
us of peace of heart and cost us the loss
of valued friendships as well. It can

also: destroy our st in God, the

and for staying calm as we do so.

what appeared to be a great treasury vault
in heaven: Piled ‘high' in the oot /wete

spectacular packages obviously containing
special gifts, one more beautiful than the

the packages held an impettanit
blessing that persons on earth had
asked of God. The Heavenly
Father granted the requests as

soon ;as: they were made, but
commissioned His anoels o
deliver the packages on the day
and at the hour He determined.

Betfore thel/ddy" dnid ihoue
arrived, though, many of the
petitioness! could  swigit. Mo

longer, and noisily declared that
God! didn't hicar thels prayvess:
S ithre Wblessings: wiere mever

delivered, and that was what
the gentleman  sawmistacked
high in the treasury room.

Godikis  beyond fmeliso e
doesn’t wear a watch. We are

quickly heading for big losses
once we start clocking the God
ol ‘Eternity. ontour tiny stop=

watches of human impatience.
Wesithe iSeoverecion Lord i Or TAT
Creation;: He 'has' every: righitito
tell us to stop rushing Him and
to give Him a chance to func-
tion fully as our Lord and King.

As our wise and loving Heav-
enly Hather, dHevalse dccides
whether or not we are bringing
Him a true need or asking only
for the gratification of a whim.
His promise is to respond to our

needs (see Eph 4:19), not to our

every. whim (see Jas 4:3). Even

“Impatience can

deprive us of
peace ofheart
and cost us the

loss of
friendships.*®
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other. The angel explained that each of

wilten tsis 4 triie need thouch:
Ble temains 'our sovereign Lord,
responding as He sees fit by giv-
ing us what we need or by trans-

forming us in a way that makes
the need disappear (see Mt 26: 42; 2

@on 127 9 ko clithel ¢dse, our

prayer is answered!
Last September, I had to take a

longiand complicated trip:.to
Kazakhstan, formerly a part of the
Sovier Union: Despite the fact
that I had everyone praying for
me to make all of my tight con-

nections, evenliis seemed (0

go wrong, tempting me to con-

clude that God wasn't listening.
Because of the long delays and

canceled flights, the trip took no

less than 50 hours to negotiate.
But the airlines gave me comfort-
able hotel rooms in both Chicago
anct London. Infacs the planc
from London to Kazakhstan was

so empty that I had a row of four
seats to myself and slept most of
thie way. 50, I atrived well rested
and ready to go — only two hours
latietiorethe \conferenee I was

scheduled to give.
God heard all the prayers, but

in His way, not mine! I was learn-
ing that wihen fiings scem o be
going all wrong, they may actually
be going just right, because God
has taken over the controls.

Mary, together with her gentle
comparion, Jeseph s Our best
modelinexi to Jesus forievery
virtue — including how to stay
patient and let God take the con-

trols. She swias called by «God to
commit herself to a life of virgini-
ty, and then waited patiently to
find out why. She waited calmly
for the Patherito send an angelito
explain to Joseph the reason for
her surprising condition.

Senenely anduwith: Joseph's
support, she waited nine months
for her Divine Son to arrive. With-
out being troubled, she waited as

Joseph hunted all over Bethlehem
foria. place for her'te give bicth.
Ehroughithiree years of ‘exile fin
Egypt, she and Joseph awaited
word from an angel announcing
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%Jle need to

slaypalient
and let God take

the controls.”®

that it was finally safe to return
home. For three days, they waited
prayerfully before finding Jesus in
the temple .Throuchout Christ's
life, Mary waited with courage for
the sword that would pierce her

toys of self-gratification. We are

waiting to celebrate and be trans-
formed by the coming of Christ
— the only salvific event that can

open s o the sight of God and
an eternity of joy. Without any
doubt, the best way to make it all
happen is by waiting patiently and
expectantly with Mary and Joseph.

N@t one (of oul necded’ bless-
ings will ever be lost in that great
vault of undelivered favors, if only
we learn from Mary and Joseph
this simple lesson of waiting
patiently. We will have guaranteed
foriourselves ‘(e ‘gredtast Christ-

heart. mas gifts we will ever receive.
In our hectic modern world, we

die 100 often like little: children
waiting anxiously on Christmas
e oo nervols dand excited 1o

sleep. This year, we are awaiting
the most extraordinary Christmas
we will ever experience, Christmas
Day of the Great Jubilee Year
2000. We are not waiting for an

imaginary Santa to bring us new
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