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There's A Hitch

Although there has been a tremend-
ous advance 1in science and tech-
nology, the question arises as to just
why they have failed to solve the ever
increasing problems that beset the
world. The best in technical brains
and skills are deeply involved in
producing the weapons and systems
that will make the next great holocaust
the most devasting yet. In addition
to the waste of military efforts the
scientists and engineers are dissipat-
ing their talents and energies to
conjure up the many commodities that
no rational society would think of
producing. This junk is foisted on the
working class by formidable merchan-
dising and advertising means. Social-
1sts have maintained that the capa-
bilities are present for a solution of
the economic problem but they cannot
be used under capitalism.

Corroboration of the fact that we
have enough technical knowledge to
solve most of mankind’s problems
comes from the president of one of the
nation’s top scientific institutes, The
California Institute of Technology.
Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, in a speech at
the New School for Social Research
(New York Herald Tribune, 10-25-61)
said that we now have enough
technical knowledge to solve most
of mankind’s problems — from feed-
ing ‘‘every hungry mouth on earth”
to running every factory and heating
and lighting every building with
energy from uranium to building a
car or washing machine that will run
for 500 years.

The Caltech president painted a
posible dream world where:

There would be no traffic jams, and
every one could come and go ‘“‘with
speed and comfort.”

The air of all cities would be free
of ““all forms of man-made pollution.”

Houses — and even whole cities —
would be weatherproof, ‘“‘heatproof,
coldproof and stormproot.”

l.arge number of people or masses
of materials could be transported from
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one end ot the earth to the other in
a few hours.

Fresh water, made from sea water,
could ‘“irrigate all the world’s arid
regions.”’

Dr. Du Bridge said that 1t was
technically possible now to 1irrigate
all the western desert in this country

with distilled sea water to provide
extra tood for India or Burma or

Africa.

But there 1s one hitch to making 1t

all come true, said Dr. DuBridge,
“yust one small difficulty. Money!”
(my emphasis).
Money, Dr. DuBridge, will not be
any difficulty under a classless money-
less Socialist society. The problem
will have been eliminated.

An unlimited moneyless society will
be the only one in harmony with the
illimitable potentialities of man’s tech-
nical and productive capacity. There
will be no buying and selling because
who will want to buy what 1s freely
available. Money will not be needed.
This 1s a fantastic, unbelievable con-
cept to those brought up and educated
under present day society. The idea
of money as well as i1ts necessity
(necessary i1t 1s now for both capital-
ists and workers) 1s bred i1n every
fiber from childhood on. Everybody
chases the buck. Money 1s the only
true religion under capitalism and
the way to accumulate 1t 1s by ex-
ploitation of the working class. When
the working class achieves 1ts eco-
nomic emancipation it will slough oft
the fetishes that bind 1t.

Dr. DuBridge but confesses the
limitations of capitalism. It 1s pro-
duction for profit, governed by the
economic laws of value and price. Too
many confess its shortcoming, apol-
ogize for them, and try to patch them
up. Too few are willing to go all the
way to the only answer: Socialism
and production for use.
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CRITICS OF SOCIALISM

We welcome your views in the columns
of THE WESTERN SOCIALIST.
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Order from Literature Agent, 11 Faneulil
Hall 8q., Boston 8, Mass., or Soclalist party
of Canada, P.O. Box 115, Winnipeg.

ALBERNI, B. C.: All those interested in
a Discussion Class In the Alberni area
contact Don Poirier, 630 Leslie Avenue,
Alberni or Phone 29184. Correspondence

to P. O. Box. 1095.

BOSTON: Study Class on General Know-
ledge Test. Every Friday at 8:00 P.M.
11 Faneuil Hall Square, Boston. If office

closed, phone BI 4-8772 or AL 4-8354.

DETROIT: For further information con-
tact Secretary, Detroit Local, W. Kobus,
109 Fisher Ct., Clawson, Mich.

LOS ANGELES: Contact A. H. Smith, 406
So. Main St, Room 445, Los Angeles,
13, Calif.

NEW YORK: Economics Study Class, 3rd
Wednesday of each month, 8:00 P.M. at
Academy Hall, Room 15G, 853 Broad-
way, New York City. For information
write 84 Dean Drive, Tenafly, N. J.

SAN FRANCISCO: All those in the San
Francisco area interested in Socialism,
contact J. A. McDonald, 48 Turk Street,
San Francisco 2, Calif.

TORONTO, ONT.: All interested in form-
ing an S. P. C. Local, contact S. or G.
Catt, 184 Beech Av. or phone OX 9-5987.

VANCOUVER, B. C.: For further informa-
tion, contact Secretary, P. O. Box 2837,
Vancouver, B. C.

VICTORIA, B. C.: For local activities in
Victoria, B.C., contact C. Luff, Sec’y;
2518 Empire St., Victoria, B. C., Canada.

WINNIPEG, MAN.: Dominion Ex. Com. of
the Socialist Party of Canada meets on
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month.
For information on New Study Class,
contact secretary, P. O. Box 115, Winni-
peg, Manitoba, Canada.




