
How a Bill Becomes Law
This graphic shows the most typical way in which proposed legisla- Senate bill No. 2 (S 2). Bills must be passed by both houses in
tion is enacted into law. There are more complicated, as well as identical form before they can be sent to the president. The path
simpler, routes, and most bills never become law. The process is of HR 1 is traced by a solid line, that of S 2 by a broken line. In
illustrated with two hypothetical bills, House bill No. 1 (HR 1) and practice most bills begins as similar proposals in both houses.
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Once both chambers have passed related bills,
conference committee of members from both
houses is formed to work out differences.

Compromise version from conference is sent to
each chamber for final approval.
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Compromise bill approved by both houses is sent to the president, who can sign it into law or veto it and return it to Congress.
Congress may override veto by a two-thirds majority vote in both houses; bill then becomes law without president’s signature.
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