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New York - On Mondau, May 21, the trial of August 8th Brigade member, Felix
Castro, will enter jig.f urth week in Kingston, New York. Proseoutor

Michael Kavanagh rested his casz on Wednesday, May le6, after calling only

coven witnesses. Cestro, charged with first degree rioting, attempted coercion,

and unlawful inmprisonment, faccs a minimom of 715 years Iin priscon and pos-
gsibly life, 1f convictad.
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temming from the Augusit 8, 1977 takeover of the Eastern New York Correctional
'1lity at Napanoch, New York by over 200 prisoners. The prisoners were

: ﬁﬁiﬁg Viﬁlﬁuﬁ Ru Klux Klen *error and KKK*organiziﬁg among guards in-
side the prisocn. One of *he nrisoners' key demands was the immediate firing
of tw akﬁaﬁﬁ KKK guards, Sergeants Budd and Sluka. The rebellion erupted
after four vears of writing suits and filing petitions against Ku Klux Klan
guard brutality without any action being taken by the Department of Cor-
rections to resolve the prisorners’ complaints. Other members of the Brigade
include Andre Fieves, Lorenzo Perez, Frank Abney, Ronald Tacardon, and

FEddie Pacheco.) g

fwﬁm,ﬂwauﬁﬁ gth Brigade is a group of prisoners being tried on felany charges

h' "‘

Immediately following the completion of the progsecution's case, Defense
Adttorney Doug Colbert demandad Lwﬁf all charges against Castro be dismissed
due to the Ffailiure of the state to produce any credible testimony sub-
stantiating the charges aovaingt ﬁﬁu defendant. The prosecution’s witnesses,
all of whom were employees of tie New York ?"‘ﬂpm*ﬁmeﬁ-i: of Corrections, in-

cluded Superintendent Jack Czarnetzky and beputy Warden Davis from the
sastern New York Correctional Pacility. Without explanation, the presiding

judoe, John Clune, denied the motion and ordered the defe .se to produce its
first witness, disrecardine the objectiong of Defense Attorney Colbert.

Colbert's objertions centered on the fact that the Department of Cor-
rections has been exitremely uncooperative in delievering witness subpoenaed
by the defenze o iiﬁdLiGhi Az of HMav 16, the defense had only been able
to Interview nine of the the 48 witnesses scheduled to testify. Most of the
defense witnesses egre incarcersted in the New York prison system. iowever,
one witness, Leroy Miles, was vallad to the stand to testify for the delense.

Miles, who was The chairman of the Liason Committee during the August
Gtly rebellion, described the negotiations betwsen the prisoners' repre-
gsentatives and the administration over the demands of the rebellion. During
his testimonvy, he described the rcle Castro played as being one of maintaining
order among the prisoners and .protecting the hostages taken 1in the course of
the takeover. Under vxorewcly hnoscile cross-examination by the prosecutor,
Miles repeatedly stressed the fact thet Castro had been kev in the release
cf the hostages, unharmed,




