
INTRODUCTION
by Richard G. Neuheisel

n this, the 25th anniversary
of Sister Cities International,
1t is time to pause and reflect
on the goals and objectives of

this great organization. It is also time to
examine our accomplishments. We must
ask whether SCI is meeting the challenge
presented to all of us 25 years ago when
President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded
this program.

President Eisenhower on the occasion
of the 10th anniversary of SCI addressed
the assembled delegates attending a

Washington, D.C. meeting in 1966. He
stated that he had served as a general in
the greatest military force that the world
had ever known and that he had the
responsibility of being president of the
greatest and most powerful nation in his-
tory. Yet, he said, he had been unsuccess-
ful in achieving international peace and
understanding. Global conflict still exist-
ed.

The 34th president of the United States
believed that only through a people-to-
people concept could we realize true suc-
cess In achieving world peace and inter-
national goodwill. It was his belief that
governments alone could not meet the
challenge of obtaining global understand-
ing. This challenge could be met only
through the efforts of thousands of volun-
teers willing to represent their individual
cities as well as America in serving as

goodwill ambassadors around the world.
We are all proud that there are more

than 720 U.S. cities, representing more
than 85 million American people, affiliated
with over 1,000 communities around the
world in 77 other countries located on five
continents. These numbers are impres-
sive, but we all know there are more U.S.
cities that need to get involved. We know
there are more nations, particularly third
world countries, that need our hand in
sister city friendship.

Our international outreach program is
more than a numbers game, however. Our
objective is to go one-on-one. That was a

challenge of our founder. That is our

goal—our objective. We want the mayor
of Dayton, Ohio, to sit down in the home
of the mayor of Monrovia, Liberia, and
personally discuss their mutual concerns.
We want a plane load of people from
Madison, Wisconsin, flying across the At-
lantic to spend two weeks living and shar-
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ing with 125 different families in Oslo,
Norway.

We want a 75-year-old woman from
Soltau, Germany, traveling to America
for the first time to feel at home and
wanted and loved in Coldwater, Michigan.
We want 90 high school band members
from Mobile, Alabama, to play their
hearts out in Malaga, Spain. We want our
technical assistance programs working in
developing countries throughout the world
to help eliminate poverty, famine, unem-

ployment, illiteracy, overcrowding and so-
cial unrest. We want the world to know
that Americans care.

And you know what? We are getting
what we want. Just multiply these exam-

ples by thousands and you will under-
stand how we are breaking down commu-
nication barriers around the globe. We
are reaching out to not only cities and
countries with a similar political view as
our own, but our hands of friendship have
touched communities in Russia, Poland,
Romania, Yugoslavia and most recently,
the Peoples Republic of China.

Sister Cities International is carrying a

message of friendship to hundreds of
thousands around the world. We recently
completed a survey which indicated that
over 40,000 U.S. students and adults from

our member cities participate in an inter-
national exchange each year. These ex-

changes are the real thrust of our pro-
gram. When we send a high school stu-
dent from Tempe, Arizona, to spend a
summer in Skopje, Yugoslavia, that young
ambassador exchanges ideas, concerns,
hopes and beliefs with other young people
who do not know very much about Amer-
ica or about our system of government or
our way of life. It is a two way street.
Everyone learns. Distrust and fear are

replaced with understanding and friend-
ship.

We're doing good work. We're doing
great work. Our accomplishments are

many. But we can do more.
We can get more people involved in our

exciting programs. We can get more U.S.
cities involved. We can generate a re-
newed spirit in those cities that have a
sister city affiliation in name only. We can

develop new programs at both the na-
tional and local level. We can do more on

every front.
That’s our challenge. Let’s join togeth-

er and meet that challenge. These are
critical times for our organization. We
have just kicked off a $1 million Building
Fund drive. An ambitious goal perhaps,
but it must be met if we are to obtain
financial stability.

The Louis Wozar International Rela-
tions Fund and the Youth Fund for the
'80s have also just been established with
substantial private contributions. These
funds must be supported and promoted
by all of us if we are to reach our poten-
tial. In these troubled international times
with rapidly changing world events, if we
stand still we'll be moving backward. We
must move ahead.

Let us all join together and be proud of
what we have done these past 25 years.
But more importantly, let each of us now
dedicate our individual talents and re-
sources so that we can join together and
reach the goal envisioned by President
Eisenhower 25 years ago.

That goal is world peace. You and I,
through the work of Sister Cities Inter-
national have the great responsibility—
no, the great opportunity of working to-
gether toward the goal.

Can you think of anything more excit-
Ing or more important? We need your
support.

SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL

Sister Cities International

On September 11, 1981, the U.S. Sister City
program celebrated the first 25 years of a con-

cept dedicated to world understanding. The re-

sults of the first 25 years, by any measure, have
been remarkable. Starting with a handful of
participating cities in 1956, the program has
grown to include 720 U.S. cities and towns by
the end of 1981—and the program continues to  § AN
grow every week. How did the program start, & o
where has it been and where will it go? This &
special magazine will look at some of the an-
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swers and perhaps give some insights into one [NEsHES b
of the largest and most notable private, volun- M

tary citizen efforts yet undertaken. U.S. sister
cities will mark the entire year, through 1982,
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25th anniversary

with special observances and other activities, as
he

they start on the second 25 years of this world-
wide program dedicated to peace on earth.
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